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T0 THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Charles, 


Earl of Dorſet and Middle 
{ex, Baron Buckhurſt, and 
[7. Chamberlain of their 
Majeſties Houthold,Kr. 
of the Mott Noble Or- 
der of the Garter, Lord 
Lieutenant of Suſfex,and 
one of their Majelties 
moſt Honourable Privy 
Counctl. 


My Lord, 
Ontemplation and Action 
have Sie different Seaſons. 
It was after the defear of 4ntoy,and 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the buſineſs: of the World pretty 
well over, when Yirgd and Horace 
came to be ſo-diſtinguiſh'd ar Courr. 

Alexander, who had given ſo good 
proof of his Judgment by the Ho- 
nours paid to the Memory of Ho- 
mer,and of Par, found in his time 
no better Poet than Che: ilus.. Che- 
rilus to the great Alexander, was for 
Lanreate and Hiſtorigraphey. 

x \* When once again the buſineſs of 
| the World 1s over, Now my Lord, 
that the Muſes Commonweal 1s be- 
come your Province, what may we 
not expect ? This I fay, not with 
intent to apply that of Quran on 
Anuguftus Ceſar, Parum Dus viſum eſt effe 
ewn Maximum Poetarum : that were a 
Common Topick : But becauſe , 
when ſonic years ago, I tryed the 
Publick with Obſervations concern- 
ing the Stage ; It was principally 
your Countenance that buoy'd mc 


up, 
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The- Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


up ,-and ſupported a Righteous 
Cauſe - againſt the Prejudice and 
Corruption then reigning. 

Twould not raiſe up again che 
Spirir 6f- the late Prince of Cont: ; 
His Tratte contre {a Comede, has by O- 

thers been termed {: fenſe de la ver« 
tw» My zeal goes no higher than 
the Doctrine of rac , and A4ri- 
ſtotle 5 and the- Priminve_ Fathers of 
Praneich Poetry It that Purity may 
be Allow d under -a Chriſtian Dif- 
penſation. 

The World, ſurely, other Mat- 
ters apart, owes much to-Cardinal 
Recbelun, for his Encouragement to 
the Belles Lertres, From thence we 
may reckon, that we begin to un- 
derftand the Epick Poem by che 
-means of 'Boſſu ; and Tragedy by "mi 
Monficur Ducie-. The World 15 
not agreed which is the Noblcr 
- Poem : Plato and Boſs prefer the 

A4 for- 


. 
+ ; 
c f "IE. * 26> hs _ jo" 
n ke 6 


& *., Bo a4 4 
WO et, Br 7? _. 5 
* 7 Wy 7ST OF 
» 


The Epiſtle, &C, 
former ; Ariſtotle and Daci declare. 
far Tragedy. Three, indeed, of 
che Epick ( the two by Homer and 
Virgil's neids ) are reckon un the 
degree of Perfection; Bug amongſt 
the Tragedics, only the Gedipus; of 
Sophocles.. "Thar, by Corneille ,- and 
by athers, of a Modern Cut, quan= 
tum Mutains ! but I already treſpaſs 
toa long upon your time, wha am, 


My Lord, 


Tour ever Bounden Faithful 


Humble Servant, 


THE 


Contents. 


Chap. T#; hoxus keeps the Poet i Rules. 


A (how to The Speitators. Toy Sen- 
ſes to be pleaſed, The Eye, by tbe Show, and 
by the Action, Plays Atﬀed without wards. 
Wards often better ont of the way. Inſtances 
#: Shakeſpear. Ben.Johnſon 4d Seneca Ne- 
ed, "To the Ear, Pronynciation &s af in el, 
The Ser y of Demoſthenes. Miſtakes in Fudg- 
ing. Two ſorts of TFudges, At Athens & 
Thixd ſort, Tudges pon Oath. In France 
Judges divided abour the Cid. Catdins! Ri- 
cheliey againſt the Majority. At the Thomas 
Morus , weeping unamares, Horace Angry 
with Shows. The French Opera inconſiſtent 
with Nature and Good ſenſe. Burlek, Verſe. 
At Paris Chriſt's Paſſion in Burlech, A Tra- 

edy of Aeſchylus. The defear of Xerxxes. 
The hy , and Oeconomy. How imitated 
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_ Francis 1. Priſoners. The Spaniſh Armeao in. 
88. An imitation, recommenaed to Mr. Drey- 
den. 


Chap. 2. Tragedy before: Theſpis. 4 Religious 
Worſhip : Muſick »d Dance folow the Cho- 
rus : Governments care of. the Stage , as of 
Religion, No Private Perſon to build a Chap- 
| pel. Toung Men not to preſent Plays, Dida(- 
calia, and Tragedy-doQtors. Difficulty. P ub- 
4 lick Revenue for Plays. Theatre-money ſacred. 
bl | End of Poetry. What effett by Aeſchylus. Of 
4 _» bs Perſians. Schools for Boys. Stage for Men. 
J Charatter of Ariſtophanes. Opinion of the 
1 | Perſian Ambaſſador. - The State takes aim from 
him. Spares not his Maſter the People. De- 
mocratical Corruption. His Addreſs unimit a- 
ble. Comedy afrer him dwindles. Somewhat 
. like kim amongſ} the Moderns, Rehearſal, Al- 
| chymiſt. Vertuoſo, Rabilars. 
End of Poetry with the Romans. Tragedies by 
their Great Men. All Tranſlation, Numa 
Pompilius. Old Romans: averſion to Poetry. 
12 Tables. Stage-Plays to remove the Plage. 
* Never improv'd by them. The uſe hardly known. 
Far ſhort of the Greeks. Horace and Virgil. 
Their Condut. Terence s Complaint, Want- 
ed Show. And Afion. Athens the Soil for 
Dramatich Poetry. - forreign Plant with the 
Romans. They for the Eye, pleas'd more _ 
fe 
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the outſide. Their Theatres conſiderable , nat 
the Tragedies, Horace's Reaſon. | | 


Chap. 3. The firſt Chriſtians cry againſt Idols , 
Stage-Plays, Pagan Worſhip, Apoſtolical Con- 
fitutions, Greek and Latin Fathers. Tep- 
tullian's Conceipr. Counſels againſt Heathen 
Learning. Greek-Wi/dgm. Str. Hierom , 
Sr. Auſtin, cheir Sin of Heathen Books. A 
Canon that no Biſhop read an Heathen Book. 

Zulians Projett, The Chriſtions Conntermine, 


-- A Chriſtian Homer, Pindar, «7d Euripides. 


Stage-Plays particularly leveR'd at, Thbe ſame 
heat at this day in the Spaniſh Jeſuits. - Pe- 
dro de Guzman againſt Stage-Plays a#l Bull- 
feaſts. The Name of Poet a Bugbear at the 
Reformation. The Herefie charged on Sing- 
Songs, and Stage-plays. Marot's Pſalms. 
How in vogue at the French-Court. Rea- 
ſons againſt Stage-plays. LaQantiuss The 
ſame 2000 years ago by Plato. Tragedy, 
Homer, Aeſchylus. Obyefticns by Abifo: 
phanes. 
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Chap. 4. Ariſtotle's general Anſwer evaſive. 
Plato 4 berrer Divine. Mot better than our 
Modern. God may uſe ill inſtruments. The 
falſe Dream The twa Barrels, Fables be> 
fore Homer. He of God ſenſibly. Plato , 
Cant. (dygtapbore rbe utmoſs we are capable 
of. Fables. Allegary, Celſus :2 Origen 

gizſt 'the Bible, Allegary, a cure for al. 

Hamer's Fables from the Bible, The falſc 
Pream, from the Stiry of Achab improv'd 
by Homer. Averroes of Arabian - Poets. 
Apollo Loxias Particular ſentences. Texts 
of Soripture. Juno , Job's Wife. SS. in 
# algar Tingue, Euripides , i Homer. No 
blame to the art. Pomp of the Theatre. What 
ill games by Jeſuits. | 


Chap. 5. Of  Poerry ww Italy. Ariſtotle's 
Works, Tramontains, Cardinal Bibiena. 
Tragedy there with Chorus. Strolers. Chriſt's 
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Of Poetry in France. Clem. Marot. Strolers 
there, Froceedings at Law apainſt them. Re- 
port of their Caſe. Their Old Teſtament. 
As of the Apoſtles, and Chriſt's Paſhon. 
Baniſht from France. Comedy there. Trage- 
dy by Hardy , Corneille , Richilieu. Aca- 
demy Royal. The Theatre, Caution that no 
Equivoque , nor ought againſt good Man- 


mers. 
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wirzs OJore nice than the Prlpit. Their Cal- 
lantry , Verſe, Langnage , nnfit for Trage- 
ay. Dramatich, repreſentations baniſh d from 
Spain. Nurſe of Hereſie. Father Guzman. 
Eſcobar. 

Of Poetry in England. Fritiſh, Saxon, Naor- 
man , Litin and Provencial Poerry there. 
Richard Ceur de Lion, a Provencial Peer, 
Our Monks and Hiſtory falſe on that accom. 
The Gay Science, That and the Albigenſes 
Contemporary , ard from the ſame Conntrty. 
King Kichard's Fellow-Poers. Jeftry Rudel 2 
and Counteſs of Tripoly. 


Chap. 6. Savery de Mauleon 4 Prownda:! Po- 
er. Teſtimony of bim, King R. 1. His Ver- Ls 
ſes when Priſoner in Auſtria. The Emperor - 
' Frederick Barbarofla. His Poetry, Ramond 
Beringhier. Four Daughters, four Lucens. 
Rob. Groſthead. Hi Provencial Poerry. O- 


- ther Lange ſtubborn, Chaticer refin'd our 
Engliſh. Which in perfeftion by Waller, Hi 


Porn on the Navy Royal, beyond all modern 
Poetry in any Language, Befare him our Pcets 
better expreſſed their thoughts in Latin, 
Whence Hoveden might miſtake, and hs 
Malice. A Tranſlation from Groſthead. 
The Harp a Muſick then in faſhion. _ Five 
Tragedies from Joan Queen of Naples. For- 
reipners all calld French. Plays by the Pariſh- 

Clerks 
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Clerks of London. Mhat under H. VIII. flou- 
rifb under 2ucen Elizabeth. The Gorboduck. 
French much behind-hand with ww. Tragedy , 
with us, but 4 ſhadow. 


Chap. 7. Othello. Aore of « piece. In Trage- 
dy four parts. Fable , che Poets part. Cin- 
. thio's Novels, Othello akered for the morſe. 
Marriage , abſurd, forbidden by Horace.  Fa- 
ble of Orhello, Uſe and ipplication. Othel- 
lo's Love-powder. High-German Doftor, Ve- 
netians odd taſte of things. Their Women 
fools. Employ Strangers. Hate the Moors. 
Characters. Nothing of the Moor in Othe]- 
lo, of a Venetian in Deſdemona. Of a Sol- 
dier in Jago. The Souldiers Charalter, by 
Horace. What by Shakeſpear. Agamem- 
- non. Venetians no ſenſe of Felaouſie. Thoughts, 
' #n Othello, in 4 Horſe , or Maſtiff, more ſer- 
 fibly expreſt, Ill +Aanners, Ontragions t0 a 
| Nobleman, to Humanity. Addreſs , in telling 
. bad news. In Princes Courts, © In Ariſropha- 
nes. 1n Rabelais. YVenetian Senate, Their 
Wiſdom, 
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Chap.8. Refleftians on the Julius Cxſar. Men f«- 
 mous 1n Hiſtory, Tobe rob d of their go?d name, 
Sacyiledge. Shakeſpear, abuſe of Hiſtory. Con- 
tradition, in the charatter of Brutus. Villon 
and Dante, that Hugh Cavet from a Butcher. 
PreparationinPogtry.. Strong reaſons in Cathus, 
Roman . Senators wmpertinent as the Venetian. 
Portia a Defdemona. The {amt. parts and 
good breeding. How talk, of Buſineſs.  Whif- 
pers, Brutus's. Tinder-box, Sleepy Boy, Fid- 
; ale. Brurus a»d Caſſius, Flat-foort AMimicks. 
” The Indignity. Laberius. Play of the Incar- 
nation.. The Madonna's — Showting and Battel. 
Strolers in Cornwal. Rehear/al, law for att- 
ing it once a week, | 
The Catiline by Ben. Johnſon. Why an Orator 
ro be vir bonus. Ben cou'd diſtingutſh Men cen 
and Manners. Sylla's Ghoſt: The ſpeech not 
to be made in a blind Corner, Corneille. 
Common ſence teaches Unity of Attion. The 
Chorus, of neceſſity, keep the Poet to time, 
. and _place. No rule obſerv'd. A Life in Plu- 
tarch. As of the Apoſtles. Ben # fidus in- 
terpres. 7s the Horſe in Mill in flat oppoſition 
ro Horace, Trifiing tale, or corruption of Hi- 
ſtory, unfit for Tragedy. In contempt of Poetry. 
| Ariſtophanes, nor the occaſion of the Death of 
\ Socrates. Was for a reformation in the (er- 99 
"Vice book. With what adareſs . he . effeted 
it, ( 
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Sarpedon's Faſt, of divine inſtieution. The leaſe 
ſally from, or Parentheſis in the antient Comedy 
of more moment than all dur Tragedies, Engliſh 


Comedy the beſt, 
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hw Chorus keeps the Poet to Rules, A ſhow to the 
- Spettators. Two Senſes to be pleaſed. The Eye, 
by the Show, and by the Action. Plays Aﬀed 
aces Words, Wires: often better out of the 
way. Inſtances in Shake[pear. Ben. Johnſon 
and Seneca Noted. To the Ear, Pconunciation 
is all in all. The Story of Demoſthenes. 
Priiſtakes in Judging. Two ſorts of Fudges. At 
Athens « Third ſort. Fudges upon Oath. In France 
Judges divided about the C1d, Cardinal Richelieu 
arainſs the Majority. At the Thomas Morus, 

# weeping' wawares, Horace Angry with Shows. 
The French Opera snconſfiſtent with Nature and 
Good ſenſe» Burlesck Perſe. Ar Paris Chriſt's 
Paſſion m Burlesk, 4 Tragedy of Aelchylus. The 
aefeat of Rerxes. The Swbjett, and Oeconomy. 

= -Ffory- mated for cnr Engliſh Stage. King John 
of France, Francis 1. Priſoners. The Spaniſh 
Armado in 83. An imitation, recommended to 
Ar. Dreyden. 


WW HAT Reformation may not we 
expett now, that in Frace they ſee 
the acotley of a Chorss to their Tragedies ? 
Boyer, and Racine, both of the Royal Acade- 
my, haveled the Dance ; they have tried 
the ſucceſs in the Jaſt Plays that were Pre- 
ſented by them. 
B The 
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(2) 

The Chorus was the root and original, 
and is certainly always the moſt nece! Tary 
part of Tragedy. 

The Spedtators thereby are ſecured, that 
their Poet ſhall not juggle, or put upon 
them in the matter of P/ace, and " Fob 
other than is juſt and reaſonable for che re- 
preſentation. 

And the Poet has this beneht ; the Chorus 
is a goodly Show, fo that he need not ram- 
ble trom his Subie& out of his Waits for 
{ome foreign Toy or Hobby-horle, to humor 
the Multitude. 

(a) Ariſtotle tells us of Two Sexſes that 
muſt be pleas'd, our Sizhr, and our Ears : 
And it is in vain for a Poez (with Bays in 
the Rehearſal) to complain of Injuſtice, 
and the wrong Judgment 1n his Ararence , 
unleſs thele Two ſeſes be gratited. 

The worlt on it is, that moſt People are 
wholly led by theſe Two ſenſes, and follow 
them upon content, without ever troubling 
their Noddle farther. 

* How many Plays owe all their ſucceſs to 
a rare Show? Even 1n the days of Horace, 
enter on the Stage a Perſon 1n a Coſtly ſtrange 
Habit, Lord ! What Clapprine, w hat Noiſe and 
Thunder, as Heaven and Earth were 
coming together ! yernot one word ſpoken. 

(a) Poctica, 


Dixit 
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Dixit adþuc aliquid ? nil, ſane, quid placit Ergo 7 


Lana Terengno Uiol 4s amitat.i TVenen. 


Was there ought ſaid ? troth, no, Whar then did touch ve? 


Some Prince ot B ant /. Aa. Or a Manmanoicie. 


It matters not whether there be any Po, 
any Charadters, any Senſe, or a wile Word 
trom one end to the other, provided in our 
Play we have the Sezate of Rome, the Ve- 
netian Sexate 1g their Pontificalibus, or a 
Blackamoor Ruthan, or Tom Dove, or other 
Four: leg'd Hero of the Bear-Garden. 

The £ze1s a quick ſenſe, will te in with 
our Fancy, and prepoſſeſs the Head ſtrange- 
ly. Another means whereby the Eye mil- 
leads our Judgment 15 the 4con: Wepgo to 
ſeea Play AFed ; in Tragedy is repreſented a 
Memorable 4#ton; fo the Spectators are al- 
ways pleas'd to ſee Aion, and are not often 
ſo ill-natur'd to pry into, and examine whe- 
ther it be Proper, Juſt, Natural, in ſeaſon, 
or out of ſeaſon. Bays in the Rehearſal well 
knew this ſecret: The 7mwo Kjzngs are at 
their Coranto; nay, the Moon and the Earth 
cance the Hey ; any thing in Nature, or 
againſt Nature, rather than allow the Se. 
71045 Conncel, or other dull buſineſs to inter_ 
rupt, or obltruct Attion. 


B 2 This 
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(4) 
— Thisthing of 47x finds the blindf{ide of 
humane-kind an hundred ways. We laugh 
and weep with thoſe that laugh or weep ; 
we gave, ſtretch, and are very dotterels by 
example. 

Attion is ſpeaking to the Fyes; and all 
Europe over Plays have been repreſented 
with great applauſe, in a Tongue un- 
known, and ſometimes without any Lan- 
guage at all: 

Many, peradventure, of the Tragical. 
Scenes in Shakeſpear, cry.d up for the A&;- 
on, might do yer tetter without words : 
Words are a ſort of heavy baggage, that 
were better out of the way, ar the puſh of 
AQtion ; eſpecially in his bombaſt Circum- 
ſtance, where the Words and Aion are (el- 
dom akin, generally. are inconſiſtent , ar 
croſs purpoſes, embarraſs or deſtroy each 
other ; yetto thoſe who:take nor the words 
diftinttly, there may be ſomething inthe 
buz and found; that like a drone to a Bag- 
pipe may ſerve to ſet off the Aion: For 
an inſtance of the former, Would not a 
rap at the door better expreſs Fago's mean- 
ing? than 
Call aloud. 


Jago. Do with like timerous accent, ans 
aire yet, 


As 


FS 


As when by night and neoligence the fire 


T; [pred in populo:s Citits. 


For, What Ship? Who is Arrived? The 
Anſwer is, 

"Tis one Jago, Auncient to the General, 

He has had moſt Favourable and Happy 
ſpeed , 

Tempeſts themſelves, high Seas, and houling 
Winds, 

The guttered Rocks, and congregated Sands, 

Traytors enſtcep'a, to: clop the guiltleſs Keel, 

As hving /enfe of Beauty, ao omit 

J heir common Natures , letting go ſafely by 

The divine Deldemona. 


Is this the Language of the Exchange, 
or the Enſuring-Office? Once in a man's 
lite, he might be content at Bedlam to hear 
ſuch a rapture. In a Play one ſhould 
{peak like a man of buſineſs. his ſpeech 
muſt be TTcaimgs, which the Freach render 
Agiſſ inte ; the ltalians, Negotio/a, and Ope- 
rat:va , but by this Genrtleman's talk one 
may well gueſs he has nothing to do. 
And he has many Companions , that are 


I know not what to ao, nor what to ſay. (b) 


(6) Rehearſal. 
B -3 It 


3 


Hey day ! 


ti 2 


3 

It was then a ſtrange imagination in 
Ben. Tohyſon, to go (tuft out a Play with 
Tll;*s Orations. And in Sexeca, to think 
his dry Mora's, and a tedious train of Sen- 
rences might do feats, or have any won- 
dertu] operation in the Drama. 

Some go to ſee, others to hear a Play. 
The Poet ſhould pleaſe both; but be ſure 
that the Spedators be ſatisfied, whatever 
Entertainment he give his Avarexce. 

But if neither the Show, nor the 407 
cheats us, there remains {till a notable 
vehicle to carry off nonſenſe, which is 
the Pronunciation. 


the Irud Trumpet, which our Courage atas 
/”. learn, That ſound, as well as ſenſe perſwades. (c) 


{Demoſthenes (a) had a good ſtock of 
Senſe, was a great Maſter of Words ; 
could turn a periog, and draw up his 
tropes in a {ine of Battel ; and fain would 
he have leen ſome effect of his Orations : 
n0 body was mov*'d , no body minded him. 
{> z0es to the Playhouſe, bargains with 

; Aftor, and learn'd of him to ſpeak 
Roundly and Gracefully : From that time, 

0 bur Demoſthenes ? Never fuch a lead- 
415 man ! whenever he ſpake, no divilion, 


'.) Waller. (#) Plutarch, Demoſthen 


not 


EF 


not a vote ta the contrary, the whole Houſe 
were with him, NV: mr: Corraadicente, This 
change oblerv'd. a Friend we:it to him tor 
the iccret; Tell me, lays he, your , Voſtrum, 
tell ine your Keceip: ; Whar is the main 
Ingredient that makes an Orator!?! Demoſt- 
hens anlwered, Pronunciation: What then 
the next thing? Prouexcition: Pray then, 
What the Third ? Still the anſwer was Pro- 
HUNCIATION, 

Now this was at 4hens, where want 
of Wit was never an objeCtion again(t 
them. So that it is not in Sox2 only, 
that a 2001 worce diverts us from the Wit and 

Senle. From the S.age, the Bar or the 
Pulpir, a 2001 voce will prepoſlels our ears, 
and having ſeized that Pals, 1s ina fair way 
to ſurpriſe our Judgment. R 

Conlidering then what power the Show, 
the Ad:on, and the Pronunciition have over 
us, 1t 15 no Wonder that wile men often mi- 
ſtake, and give an haſty Judgment, which 
upon a review 15 jullly ſer aſide. 

Hr ace divides !he 7uaces into Mi1jores Nu- 
»ero, and the few or better ſort ; and theſe 
for the molt part were of different Judg- 
ments : The like diſtint:on may hold in all 
other Nations ; only at Athexs there was a 
third fort, who were Judges upon (f) Oath, 


(7) Plutarch, Cimar. 


B 4 Judges 
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Judges in Commiſſion, by the Govern- 
ment {worn to do right, and determine the 
Merits of a Play, without favour or atte- 
ation. 

But among(t the Moderns, never was 
a Cauſe canvaſs'd with ſo much heat, be- 
tween the Play- Judges, as that in France, a- 
bout Corze:lie's Tragedy of the Cid. The 
Majority were fo fond of it, that with 
them it became a Proverb, (f) Cela eft plus 
bean que 1aCid. On the other ſide, Cardinal 
Richelien damn'd it, and1aid, Al! the pudder 
about it, was only between the ignorant people, 
and the men of judoment. | | 

Yet this Cardinal with ſo nice a taſte, 
had not many years before been ſeveral 
times to {ce ated the Tragedyof Sir Thomas 
Moor, and as often wept at the Repreſenta- 
tion. Never were known ſo many people 
(2) crowded to death, as at that Play. Yet 
was it the Manufa&ture of Fehan de Serre, 
one about the form of our Flekzo, or Tho- 
mzis Jordan. The ſame ge Serre, that dedi- 
cated a Book of Meditations to K. Charles I. 
and went home with Pockets full of Medals 
and Reward. 

By this Inſtance we fee a man the moſt 
ſharp, and of the greateſt penetration was 
impoſed upon by theſe cheating Sences, 


(7) Peliffor, Hift. Acad. (g) Paruaſe Reform. 
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the Eyes and the Ears, which greedily 
took in the impreſſion from the Shor, the 
Aion, and from the Fmphaſis and Pronun- 
ciation ; tho there was no great matter of 
Falle, no Manners, no fine Thoughts, no 
Lanonaze ; that 1s, nothing of a Tragedy, 
nothing of a Poet all the while. 

Horece was very angry with thele empty 
$hows and Vanity, which the Gentlemen of 
his time ran like mad after. 


--== [1{a305 Oculos, tt gaudia Vanda. 


What woud he have ſaid to the French Oper a 
of late ſo much in vogue ? There it is for you 
to bewitch your «es, and to charm your 
ears, There is a Cup of Enchantment, 
there is Muſick and Machine ; Czrce and 
Cal:xſo in conlpiracy againſt Nature and 
good Senſe. *Tis a Debauch the moſt in- 
{inuating, and the molt pernicious; none 
wouldthink an Opera and Civil Reaſon, 
ſhould be the growth of one and the ſame 
Climate. But ſhall we wonder at any thing 
for a Sacrifice to the Grand Monarch ? fuch 
Worſhip, fuch Idol. All flatrery to him is 
infipid, unleſs it be prodigious: Nothing 
realonable, or within compaſs can come 
near the Matter. All muſt be monſtrous, 
enormous, and outragious to Nature, to 
be like him, or give any Eccho on tus Ap- 
petite. Were 
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Were R:ib:lai5alive again, he would look 
on his Uaragantua as bur a Pygmy. 


(h)--T'ne It: roes Race excels the Poets Thought. 


The Academy Royal may pack up their 
Modes and Methods, & penſes tmeentrenſes ; 
the R.c nes and the Cornelles mult all now 
dincc tothe Tune of Baptiſta, Here 15the 
O- 115 here 1s Machine and Baptiſta, fare- 
w-<ll .4-91/o and the Muſes, 

Away with your Opera from the Thea- 
tre. better had they become the Heathen 
Temples ; tor the Corybantian Priefts,and(Se- 
mivirus Gallos ) the old Capons of Garn!, than 
a Peaple hat pretend from Charlemays, or 
delceni from the undoubred Loyns of Ger- 
man and Norman Conq UCErors, 

In the Frexch, not many years before 
was oblerved the like vicious appetite, and 
immoderatre Paſſion for v-rs Burleſque. 

They were currant 1n Jtaly an hundred 
years, ere they paſſed to this fide the Alps; 
But when once they had their turn in 
Fraic', 1o right to their humour, they o- 
ver-ranall ; (;) nothing wilſeor ſober might 
ſtand in their way. All were poſſeſſed 
with the Spirit of Bur/es*, from Do/l in 
the Dairy, to the Matrons at Court, and 
Maids of Honour. Nay, fo far went the 
- (4) Waller. (1) Peliſon Hiſtor. Acad. 
| Frenzy, 


SY 
Frenzy, that no Bookſeller wou'd meddle 
on any terms without Bur /esk ; infomuch 
that 42. 1649. was at Paris printed a le- 
rious Treatiſe with this Title, 


----[ 1 Paſſion de Niitre Seroncar, En vers Baurlefques. 
O F'y 


If we cannot riſe to the Perfection of in- 
treigue in Sophocles, let us fit down with 
the honeſty and ſimplicity of the fir(t begin - 
ners in Tragedy : As for example; 

One of the moſt ſimple now extant, 15s 
the Perſians by Acſchylus. 

Som? tea jears after that Darius had been 
beaten by the Greeks, RXRurxcs (Vis Father 
Darius beia72 dead ) brounht avainft th:m 
ſuch Forces by Sex and Lani, the like wever 
lnown in Hiſtory : Nerxes went alſo in perſon, 
with all the Maiſon de Roy, Satrapie and 
Gendarmery ; all were routed, Some forty 
years afterwards the Poct rakes hence his 
ſubjeQ for a Tragedy. 

The Place #7 by Darius's Tomb, in the Me- 
tropolis of Perſia. 


The Time zs the Night, an hour or two befere 
day break. 


Firſt, on the Stage are ſeen 15 Perſons in 


Robes , proper for the Satrapa, or Chief 
Princes in Perſia : Suppoſe they met ſo early 
at the Tomb,then ſacred,and ordinarily reſorted 

Fo 
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to by people troubled tm mind, on the accounts 
of Dreams, or any thing not boding good, They 
ralk of the ſtate of Affairs: Of Greece ; and of 
the Expedition. After ſome time take upon them 
zo be the Chorus. 

The next on the Stage comes Atoſla the 
Quecn Mother of Perſia ;* ſhe cou'd not lie in 
Bed for a Dream that troubled her ; (0 in a fit 
of Devotion comes to her Fusband"s Tomb, 
there luckily meets with ſo many Wiſe-men and 
Counſ: lors to eaſ: her Mind by interpreting her 
Dream ; This with the Chorus makes the Se- 
cond Att. \ * 

Altry this, their Diſorder, Lamentation 
and W ulins, is fuch,tharDarius is crſturbed in 
his 1 omb. (: his Ghoſt appears, and bel:ke ſtays 
with th: till Day break: Then the Chorus (on-+ 
cludes the A. 

In the Fourth Af come the Meſſengers with 
fad Tidings, which , with the refleffions and 
croubles thereupon, and the Chorus, fl! out this 
Att. | 

In the Laſt, Xerxes himſelf arrives, which 
gives occaſion of condoling, houling, and a:- 

[tration enough, to the end of the Trageay. 

One may imagine how a Grecian Audi- 
ence that lov'd their Countrey, and glory'd 
in the Vertue of their Anceſtors wou'd be 
affected with this Repreſentation. 


Never 
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Never appeared on the Stage a Ghoſt 
of greater conſequence. The Grand Mo- 
nirch Darius, who had been 1o ſhamefully 
beaten by thoſe petty Provinces of the 
United Grec:/axs , could not now lye quiet 
in his Grave for them ; but muſt be raiſed 
frony the dead again, to be witneſs of his 
Son's Diſgrace, and of their Triumph. 

| Were a Tragedy after this Model to be 
drawn for our Stage , Greece and Perſis 
are too far from us: The Scene mult be 
laid nearer home :: As at the Lonwre ; and 
inttead of Xer.xes we might take John, King 
of Francc, and the Battel of Poidtiers. $0 
it the Germans or Spaniards were to compole 
2 Play, on the Bartel of Pavia, and King 
Francis there taken Priſoner , the Scene 
ſhau'd not be laid at Yiennz, or at Madrid, 
but at the Lowwre.For there the Tragedy 
wou'd principally operate, and there all 
the Lines moſt naturally centre. 

Burt perhaps the memorable Adventure 
of the Spaniards in 88. againſt England, may 
better reſemble that of Xerxes: Suppolethen 
a Tragedy call'd The Invincible Armado. 

The Place, then for the Atinn, may be at 
Madrid. by ſome Tomb, or {lemn place of 
reſort ; or if we prefer a Turn in it from good 
to. bad Fortune, then ſome Drawinz-Room in 
the Palace near the K;ng's Bed-chamber. 

The 
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The Time to Genin, Twelve at Nioht. 

1 he Scene opening preſents 15 Grandes of 
Spain, with therr poſt ſolemn Beards and Ac 
coutrements, met there (ſuppoſe) after Jos 
Ball, or other publick occalizn. They talk of 
the ſtate of Aﬀairs, the greatneſs of their Powe 
er, the vaſtueſs of their Dominions, and pro- 
ſpedt to be infallibly, ere long, Lords of all. 
With thi; proſperity and goodly thoughts tranſ- 
ported, they at laſt form the mſelwes into the 
Chorus, ad walk {ſuch meaſures, with Muſick, 
as may become the gravity of ſuch a Chorus. 

Then enter two or three of the Cabinet Coun: 
cel, who now have leave to tell the Secret ; 
That the Preparations and the Invincible Ar- 
made was to conquer England. Theſe, with 
part of the Chorus, may communicate all the 
Particulars, the Pro viſions, . and the Strenzth 
by Sea and Land; the certainty of ſucceſs, the 
Advantages by that acceſſion; and the many 
Tun of Tar-Barrels for the H. FLICKS. Theſe 
1 opicks may afford matter enough vith theCho- 
rus, for the Stcond AF, 

In the Third At, theſe Geatl-men of the 
Cabinet cannot agree about ſharing the Prefer- 
”e nts of England, and a mighty broil thre #5 
aronefl them. One will not be coment unk {s 
he ts King of Man 3 another will b> Duke of 
Lancaſter. One, that had ſeen a a Coronation 
iz England, will 5 all mens be Duke of A- 
quitay n, 


$7 
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quitayn, or elſe Duke of Normandy. And 


of on this occalion rwo Competitors have a 
Pl juſter occaſion to work up, and ſhew the 
* Muſcles of their Pafſion, then Shakeſpear*s 
f Caſ/tus and Brutus. After, the Chorus. 

"A The Fourth A may, inſtcad of Atofla, 
- preſent ſome old Dames of the Court , us'd to 
/ aream Dreams, and to {ce Sprights, in their 
C Nights Rails, and Forhead Cloaths, to alarm 
e our Gentlemen with new apprehenſions, which 
£ make diſtrattion and diſorders ſufficient to fur- 

ſh out this ACt. 


K .. the laſt At the King enters, and wiſely 
aiſconrſes againſt Dreams and Hobgoblins, to 


: quiet their minds : And the more to ſatisfie why 
them, and take off their frioht, he lets them to 
: know that St. Loyala had appeared to him, and 
/ aſſured him that all is will, This ſaid, comes | 
| a Meſſenger of the ill News ; his Account is | 
lame, ſuſpefted, he ſent to Priſon. A ſecond 


M:ſſenger, that came away long after, but had 4 

[peedier Paſſage, his account is diſtinit, and all 
their loſs credited. So in fine, one of the Cho- 
rus concludes with that of Euripides: Thus 
you ſee the Gods bring things ro pals often, 
otherwiſe than was by man propoſed. 

In this Draught we fſce che Fable, and 
the Characters or Manners of Spanraras, 
and room tor hne Thoughts, and noble Ex- 
preſtions, as much as the Poet can aftdrd. 


The 
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The Firſt Act gives a Review, or Oftentati- 
on of their Strength in Battel-array. 

In the Second, they are 1n-motion for the At- 
tack, and we l{ce where the: Action. talls. 

In the Third they quarrel about dividing 
the Spoil. 

In the Fourth, They meet with a Repulle ; 
are beaten off by a Van-Guard of Dreams, 
Goblins, and Terrorsof the Night. 

In the Fifth, They rally under their King 
in Perſon, and make good their Ground, 
till overpowered by freſh Troops of Con- 
viction; and mighty Truth prevails. 

For the Firſt AQ, a Painter would draw 
S$pain hovering, and ready to ſtrike at 
the Umverſe. 

In the Second, juſt taking Enz2land in her 
Pounces- 

But it muſtnot be forgotten in the Second 
AR, that there be ſome Sp.n!/h- Fryar or 
Feſuit, as St. Xaviere (tor he may drop in 
by miracle,. any where) to ring 1a their ears 
the Northern Hereſie; ike Fago 1n Shakeſpear, 
Put Money in thy Purſe, T lay, Put Money in 
:by Purſe. So often may he repeat the Vor- 
thern Hereſie. Away with your Secular 
Advantages ; 1 /ay, the Northern Hereſie ; 
there is Roaſt-mear for the Church ; Yoro 4 
Chriſto, the'Northern Hereſie, 


It 
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It Mr. Dry4&z might try his Pen on this 
Subject, doubtleſs,to an Audience that hear- 
tily love their Countrey, and glory inthe 
Vertue of their Anceſtors, his imitation of 
Aſchylus would have better ſucceſs, and 
would Pir, Box and Gallery,tfat beyond any 
thing now in poſſeſſion of the Stage, howe- 
ver wrought up by the unimitable Shake- 


ſpear. 


(18) 
CHAP. UL 


TW  ONTAENT:'S. 


Tragedy before Theſpis. A Keligious Worſhip : My- 
lick and Dance follow the Chorus; Governments 
care of the Stage, as of Religion, No Private 
Perſon to build a Chappel. Young men not to pres 
ſent Plays. Didaſcalia, and 1ragedy-doctors. 
Difficulty. Publick Revenue for Plays, Theatre- 
money ſacred. End of Pottry. What effet by 
Aeſchylus. Of hu Pertians. Schools for Boys. 
. Stage for Men. Charatter of Ariſtophages. O- 
pinion of the Perſian Ambaſſador, The State takes 
| aim from him, Spares xot his Maſter the People, 
Democratical Corruption. His Adareſs nnim:table. 
Comedy after him dwinales. Somewhat like him 
amongſt the Moderns. Rehearſal. Alchymiſt, 
Vertuoſo. Rabilats. | 
End of Poetry with the Romans. Tragedies by their 
Great Men. All Trarſlation. Numa Pompllius, 
Old Romans averſion to Poetry. 12 Tables. Stage- 
Plays to remove the Plague, Never improv*d by 
them, The uſe hardly known. Far ſhort of the 
Greeks. Horace and Virgil. Their Condutt. 
Terence*'s Complaint®s Wantea Show, And 
eAttion, Athens the Soil for Dramanickh Peetry, 
A forreign Plant with the Romans. They for the 
Eye, pleas'd more with the outſide. Their Theatres 
conſiderable, not the Trageates. Horace's Reaſon. 


ARE generally look no higher than 
Theſpis tor the Original of 7rageay ; 
yet Plato reckons it much ancienter. 

Minos, (aYſays he,for all his wiſdom, was 


( ») Minos 4/al- OVET- 
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overſeen in making war upon Athens 
where lived ſo many Tragic Poets, that re- 
preſented him, and fixed on him and his 
Family a Narne and Character never to be 
wiped oft, 

The Judges of Hell, Paſiphae, and her Mz: 
notaur, are upon record to all Poſterity. 

All agree, that in the beginning 1t was 
purely a Religious Worſhip, and folemn Ser- 
vice for their Holy-days. Afterwards it 
came from the Temples to the Theatre, ad- 
mitted of a Secular Allay, and grew to be 
ſome Image of the World, and Humane 
Life. When it was brought to the utmoſt 
perfe(tion by Sophocles, the Chorus continu« 
ed a neceſſary part of the Trazeay ; but that 
Muſick and the Dancing which came along 
with the Chorxs, were meer Religion, were 
no part of the Tragedy, nor had any thing 
of Philoſophy or InſtruCtion in them. 

The Goverment had the ſame care of 
theſe Repreſentations, as of their Religion, 
and as much caution about them The 
Laws would not permit a private perſon to 
make a Chappel, raiſe an Altar, or conſe- 
cratean Image ; otherwiſe all places would 
intime be ſo cramm'd from the Devotion of 
Women and weak heads, that a man ſhould 
not ſet a font, nor find elbow-room, for 


Gods, and Shrines, conſecrated ſtuff. 
G2 The 
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Thelike providence had they for the 7 he: 
atre. No (b) Poer under the age of 30 or 40 
years was allow'd to preſent any Play to be 
acted. Seldens Marinora, and other Chro- 
nologers inform us that Ae/chylus had the 
victory, when he was 4o years old : And 
Euripides not till he was 43. The draina- 
tick Poet was ſtyled Comedodidaſcalis, and 
Trao4dodidaſculus, as one ſhould lay, Co- 
meay-doitor, and T7 ragedy-dottor : We find 
t00 the Word a:daſcalia, with the Titles of 
Terence's Comedies, which afterwards the 
Latins came to 1mitate, as Cicero In Brut. 
Livins qui primus fabulam Docuit, And Hor. 
----vel qui Docnere T ozat.es, SO to write a 
Play, in the opinion of Ariſtophanes, Como: 
at eatadaſcalin, ls of all things the moſt aifficult. 

Viorec)ot their publick money was ſpent 
about the Ch9rvs, and other charges and de- 
corations of their Theatre, than 1n all their 
Wars with the Kings of Perſa. 

An! when broughtto theirlaſtextremity, 
tharno other Bank remain'd tor them, where- 
with to carry ona War, without which War 
they could not longer expett to be a Peo- 
ple, the delicate turn us'd by Demoſthepes, 
in ſtarting the motion, for applying this 
Fheatre-money to- the War, is oblerv'd as a 
(d ) Maſterpiece of addreſs by the Orators. 
Did TI fay (quoth Demoſthenes) the The- 

(b) Schol. Ariſto, (c) Plutarch. (4d) Demitr. Libanus, 
O9yn. 1, | arre- 
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yl -money 724y be apylicd to the War ? no, 

y Jov Cy, #407 L. 

Monaſterics and Church Lands were ne- 
Vcr Witli Us 10 acre J. 

In the days of .4r:fophanzs, , was on all 
handsagreed, that the belt Pucr was he who 
had cone the moit to make men vercuous 
and ſerviceable to the Publick. [2 a Dza- 
{one of the dead, (e) where they diſpute 
the precede :nce, lays eſchylus, Conſtaer 
what fort of mea I left v; i 
{i lea QEHYOUS, four C 4 bits hi: 2h, not ſuch as 

RO. -A>AAYS, 

Thit flip the collar when they ſhould ſerve 
thetr Conntrey. 
Indiff: ret tos ſe ( f) proviential, (g) rrick- 
Ve 
Nouzht *Y hey breathe, but broad JWworas, 

Batcle- | 
The #1: gs ts fs ty pride, (h) Fack- Boots, Hi 

CEORS, | 
my + C4} 6 et f-c0uT 47 6 

Ry his Prexces at T :bes, and when 
his Neo ffany were acted, not a Spettator, 
but bit his Thumbs with impatience for the 
Field, to give the Enemy Batici. So his 
Patroclus, his Texcer , and his Thimaleon*'s 
were repreſented only to {pur on his Coun- 

(e) Ariſtoph. Frogs. (t) KRoCaass (8) Tlayegyss 
(n) xrnus Jas (1) Sues £mmccles. 
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trey-men to Vertue, and provoke them to 
a generous Emulation. 

And here Ariſtophanes declares another 
Rule (which P1ato rakes from him) That 
1t any thing looks with an ill face, the Poet 
mult hide 1t ; not ſuffer it, by any means, to 
be ſhown or repreſentcd ina Play : Becauſe 
as the Schools are for teaching Children, 
the Stage ſhould be for men of riper years 
and Judgment. So that a Poer mult be 
ſure that his Doi7rine be good and whol- 
lome. | 

This Author appears in his FunCtion, a 
manof wonderful zeal for Vertue, and the 
good of his Countrey ; and he laid about 
him with an undaunted reſolution, as it 
were ſome Chriſtian Martyr, for his Faith 
and Religion. He plainly ra 4 Muck at all 
manner of Vice where-ever he {aw it, be 
it in the greateſt Philoſophers, the greateſt 
Poets, the Generals, or the Miniſters of 
State. 

The Perſian Ambaſſador, who was Lie- 
ger there ( as formerly the French with us) 
ſeeing the Town all at his beck ; and the 
Government taking aim, turning out, dil- 
gracing, impeaching, baniſhing, out-law- 
ing and attainting the great men, according 
as. he hinted, or held up the finger, the Am- 
baſſador, not underſtanding the Athena 

temper, 
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temper , was aſtoniſh'd at. the man. 
And, for all the Democracy, no leſs bold 
was he with his Soveretgi, Legillative- 
people; Repreſenting (k)them, raking Bribes, 
ſelling their Vores, bought of; Nay, the 
whole Houſe lea away for ( [ ): Dijb of Sprats, 


or penay-worth of Cortara:r. 
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He tel's *em/as the praftice amongſt them) 
that the Government had no occaſion for 
men of wit or honeſty. The moſt ignorant, 
the moſt impudent, and the greatelt Rogue 
{tood faireſt always for a Place, and the belt 
qualified to be their chiet Miniſter. He 
tells them, nothing ſhall fright him ; Truth 
and Honeſty are on his fide ; he has rhe hears 
of Hercules, will {peak what is juſt and ge- 
nerous, tho Cerberus, and all the kennel of 
Helkhounds were loo'd upon him. 

But then his Addreſs was admirable : He 
would make the Truth vilible and palpable, 
and every way ſenſible tothem. The Art 
and the Application ; his ſtrange Fetches, 
his lucky Starts ; his odd Inventions, the 
wild Turns, Returns, and Counter-turns 
were never match'd, nor are ever to be 


reached 2pain. 


(t) Ariſtoph. equites. (1) Tleg? aguar, 
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Who follow'd him in Comedy were con- 
tent to trifle with the Punks, the Pandars, 
the Ruffhan, the old Chutt, the Davus or 
Knave of the Family, and his young Ma- 
ſter. 

Amongſt the Moderns, our Rehearſal is 
ſome reſemblance of his Frogs : The Vertu- 
oſo's Character, and Ben Johnſon's Alchymiſt 
give ſome ſhadow of his Clo»ds; but no- 
where, peradventure wanders ſo much of 
his Spirit, as in the French Rab: lajs. 

We may truſt Horace for the ſence of the 
Latins, at the time when they were belt a- 
ble to judge. Then they reckon'd, as the 
Greeks had done, that the Exd of Poetry was 
as well to be profitable, as to be pleaſant. 


>. «--Stzrul 7 Jucunada, CF idonea dicere Vite, 


But what their practice, or how they im- 
prov'd the drama, we {ce not. They tell 
ot an Oearipus, written by Julius Ceſar ; an 
Alcmeon, by Catullus; a Thyeſtes by Grac- 
chas; an Adraſtus, and an Aiax by Augu- 
flus Ceſar ;, an Aſtyonax, by Rutilius; a Me- 
dea by Mecenas; a Medea by Ovid : with 
Seneca's Medea too. The Names of theſe 
ſeveral Tragedics import, that thele great 
men were content to tranf(late from the 
Greet, no farther then had their ambition 
carried them, Horace ſays, indeed, 

| New 
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Nom minimum m:ritere aecns wiſtiota Gre: t. 
Anſi deſerere, & Celeorare aom: jt :ca [att a. 

We find the name of O77: by Meccenas ; 
and D:omed:s Initances mn the Brutus, the 
Dc-cins, and the 31:rc:{is, tor Fs of the 


Roman Garb; but ve know no farther of 


them, what fuccels the: had, nor how no- 
ly they perfornt'd what they had fo boldly 
undertaken, in writing alone, without a 
Gree Copy before *em. It ſeems bur a faint 
Commendation (the {Non 111,11mum) that 
Hor rce o1VeEs thei. 

The Rom14s were a rougher ſort of Peo- 
ple; and wondertuljcalous were they of the 
Grecian Arts, or of any Commerce with a 
Politer Nation. Till Wars Pomoclins, very 
little had chey of either Religion or Poetry 
amongſt them. Nor made he ule of ic far- 
ther, than for the Fi;mns, and Anthems at 
the A'lrars and Sicritice: S-cu/ar Poetry had 
they nonz?. And indecd at that time it was 
hardly ſafe for Poetry to ltir trow Sanctuary ; 
for in the world, the rigid Fathers had 
giventhe Poets an ugly name, calling them 
Uraſſatores ; which in Modera [:a/:24, my 
be rendred Banaztr. 

It was with much ao, and uider an 
Uſurpation by the D. cm wrt, that they 

00p:d to a correinondence with Greece toy 
| "the 
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the commodity of their Laws ; which were 
not till then 1imcoorted ; and from thence 
we hear of the Twelve Tables. 

For the (” ) Stage- Plays: It was a Plague 
that firit introduced them, They try, by 
that ſtrange Worſhip, to appeaſe their 
Gods ; and avert the Judgment ſo heavy 
on them. But their firſt Secular Plays were 
taught by Lrivins Andronicus, ome 200 
years after the Twelve Tables at Rome. He 
{ſetup for ſome skill in this Dramatick way, 
1; a- ſl :tino from the Greek. 

Nor did P/a«tns that followed him attempt 
any tarther, than to Tranſlate; yet Carried 
he the Drama beyond whar any Roman lince 
could pretend to. He T-axſlates indeed, 
but with that ſpirit and maſtery, one might 
take him for an Original ; did we not al- 
ways find the Scene ar Athens 5 and all the 
pother is ſome little jilting ſtory, or knaviſh 
pranck : Propoting only ſome trifling filly 
Mirth or Paſtime. | 

He had not the courage to trace Ar//to- 
phan's, He had not an Heart of Hercules, 
tocombart Vice, Perhaps 1n his time, they 
had nor yet learn'd to make their Do#trime 
profitable ;for he commends one for a rarity, 
Hujuſmods paucas poeta reperiunt Comadias 


Ubi boni Meliores fiant. 
After all the goodly commendations and 


(m) Livy. 0. » pretty 


(27) 
pretty things, by Quintilian (n) acknow- 
ledged due to P/intus, and Terence, trankly 
he concludes, in Comienia maxime Clandit- 


cams -Vvix levem Conſequimur umbram ; 
That the Roman 7s infinitely (hort of the 
Greek Comea)y, hardly COFRCS tp 70 the [hadow 
of it. Horace would fain with ſome colour, 
(0) make good the Compariſon betwixt the 
Romans and the Greeks; on that Topick, to 
flatter A2nſtus. But Virgil, with no dil- 
advantage to his Compliment, gave up the 
Cauſe. 


E xcuaent alii 
Turegere imperio populos, Romane memento, 
He tibt erunt Artes 


— — 


Let them have all the praiſes due to their 
polite Learning :To FOVEYR ana to a1ve Laws, 
be theſe thy Arts, O Czlar ! this is thy glo- 
ry without a Rival. 

On other occaſions Horace declares his 
mind freely enough. 

Terence complains heavily that he could 
not keep his Audience together : One while 
they ran after the Gladiators, another time 
the Blockheads would be gaping at a Rope- 
Dancer. 

Rumor wenit datum irt pladiatores— 


"= "NE GC [pedtari, negue cognoſci poruer t, 
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(25) 


Ita populns, ſtudio ftupidus in funambulo, 


Amnnimmun ocnparat 
Here might be a juſt Fable, true Chara- 
cters, good Sence, and neat Expreſſion, 
Here might beNature and Morality in a Je- 
licare turn of Words: But where 1s the 
Show? where is the Aion, that are the Fac 
zornm tothe Spectators ? 

Upon tne whole ; This dramarick Poe- 
try was like a torreignÞlant among!? them, 
the Climate not very kindly, an! cultivated 
but inditt:rently ; ſo might put forth Leaves 


and Bloſſoms, without yielding any Fruit of 


much 1mportance. 

Athens was the genuine Soyl for it, there 
it took, there it flouriſhed, and ran up to 
overtop every thing ſecular and ſacred : 
There had this Poetry the Honour, rhe 
Pomps, and the Dignity 3 their Regalia, 
and their Pontifcalia. 

But the Romans, moſtly look'd no deeper 
than the Show. They took up with the out- 
fide and Portico ; their Gems dwelr in 
their eye ; there they ted it, there indulg'd 
and pamper'd it immodcrately : So that their 
{ heatres and their Amphitheatres will always 
be remembred.tho their Travzeady and Comeay 
be only {hadow ; or Maznt Not andy {. 

They reckon'd theſe matters of wit and 


ſ>.culation , not ſo conliftent with the 
{c- 


(29) 
leverity of an attive warlike people : lome- 
thing of their old Szzurz lay heavy in their 

Fa- | heads to the very laſt. 

n, - Hodieque manent veſtiona rurts, 

E- | ſays Horace, 

ie _ And he gives the Reaſon ; 

ic | JSerns enim Orecus aamovit acumina Chartis : 
Et poſt Punica bella quiet us querere capit, 

_ Quid Sophocles, quid 1heſpu,y Arſchylus uti- 

, le ferrent. 

CHAT HH. 
i TOWN TENT 5. 

The firſt Chriſtians cry againſt Idols, Stage-Playr, 
Pagan Worſhip. Apoſtolical Conſtitution;, GiceK 
and Latin Fathers, TIcitullian's Conceipt. Coun: 
cils againſs Heathen Learning. Oreck-Wiſuom. 
Sr. Hierom , Sr. Auſtin, their Sin of Heathen 
Books. A Canon that no Biſhop read an Heathen 
Book. Fultans Projeft. The Chriſtians countermsne. 
A Chriſtian Homer, Pindar, and Enripides. 
Stage-Plays particularly level'd at. The ſame 
heat at this day inthe Spaniſh Jeſuits. Pedrode 
CUzman againſt Stage-Plays, 211d Bull-feaſts. The 
Name of Poet a Bugbear at the Refcrmation. The 
Heveſie charged on Sing-Songs, and <tage-DPlays. 
Marot's Pſalms. Hew in vorue at the French 
Court. Reaſons againſt Stage-Plays. LEtantius. 
The ſame 2000 years ago by Plato. Tragedy, Hoe 

| tier, Aelchylus. Ovjettons by Ariſtophanes. 
HEN our firſt Chriſtians had ſcuf- 
fled our their way from amongſt 
the Jes, and turn'd their back on Paleſtine, 


they 
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(3o) 
they were put to a new ſort of Game with 
the Geptil-s. 

The Law and the O!d-Teftament- 
Prophets ſtood 'em: no longer in ſtead ; 
they muſt now conjure up the Srby/s, and 
call the Philoſophers to their aſſiſtance. And 
as 14olatry had been the moſt roaring fin a- 
mongſt the I/ralites ; their main Cry itill is 
againlt 7z-/s; and nothing ſtood fo full in 
their face as did the Theatres 3 where Tra- 
gedies and Commedies on the Good [ ;mes 
and Fe/tivals were preſented as the greateſt 
and molt ſolemn part of the Pagan Worſt: 
Fer theſe had their Altars, and the particu- 
lar Gods to which they were conſecrated. 
(a) 1dolatrie ab initio dicata, habent prophana- 

tionis fue macalam. 

No wonder then if the Theatre, with 
all its Miaiſters and dependants, had a 
very ill name in the firſt Azes of Chriſtiani- 
ty. Hence it was, that if any body had to do 
with the (b) Theatre, the Apottolical Conſti- 
t:itions would not allow him Bapr//m. aint 
Cyril afterwards declarcs, that when [: our 
B 1pti/pr we fay, Trenonnce thee, Stan, and all 
[ hy works and Pomps : T hoſe P 072PpsS of the Dewil 
are Stag(- Plays, and the !:ke vanities. To rhe 
ſameTune Tertallian,(c) That 7x onr Bapti/n 
reno nine the Devil and his Pomps, we cannot 


20 to a'Stare- Play without turning Aprſtates, 


(a) Tertull. de 1aol, (b) c. 3. 48. (c) L. de Spec. 
Hence 


ith 


at 
qd s 
nd 
nd 
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Hence indeed the Greek and Latiz Fathers 


had an ample Field for their Eloquence and 
Declamation, before the Arrians, the Gxo- 
ſticks, and other inteſtine Hereſies ſprang up 
to divert them. So we find St. Cyprian,St. Ba- 
fil, Clement of Alexandria, very warm upon 
this occaſion : And in many a good Homily 
St. Chry/c/tom puts it home to 'em, and 
cries ſhame, that people ſhould liſten to a 
Comedian with the ſame cars that they hear 
an Evangelical Preacher, 

St. Auſtin (d) will have thoſe that go to 
Plays as bad as any that write, or at them ; 
Nullo modo potuiſſeScriptiones E* attiones recipt 
Comaaiarum, uiſt mores recipientium Conſona- 
rext. But Tertallianruns it oft beyond all of 
'Em, with a notable Conceipt againſt the 
Tragedians: (e) The Devi, ſays he, ſets 
them upon their hich Pantofles to give Chriſt 
the lie, who ſaid, no body can add one Cubit to 
his Stature. Tragedos Cothurnis extulit Dia- 
bolus, quia nemo poteſt adjicere Cubitum unium 
ad Staturam ſuam, & ſic Mendac:m facere 
vault Chriſt um. | | 

Thele Flaſhes from ſingle Authors, and 
drops of heat, had no tuch wonderiul effect, 
bur that the T ragedian itil walk*d on in his 
high ſhooes ; yer might they well expe 
a more terrible ſtorm tron the Reverend Fa- 
thers, when met in a body together, in 

(d) Epiſt. 202, Neftare (8) |. de Spe, 

Coun- 


: 
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(32 ) 
Council Oecrumen'cil, Then indeed began 
the Ecclefiaſtical Thunder to fly about, and 
preſently the Theatres, Tragedy, Comedy, 
Bear-baiting, Gladiators,and Hereticks ,are 
given 2ll to che Devil, without diſtinRion. 

Nor was it ſufficient tor the zeal of thoſe 
times to put down Plays, All Heathen 
Learning fell under the like cenſure and 
condemnation. - One might as well have 
told them of the Antipodes, as perſwaded the 
reading of Tully's Ofhces : They were 4- 
fraid of the Greek Philoſophy, like Children of 
a Buz-bear, leaſt it fetch 'em away. (t) 

W hat a plunge was (g)St. Hrerom put to, 
by Rfians, laying to his charge the reading of 
Heathen Authors * How St. Auſtin heartily 
b-gs God (g)pardon, for having red Virgil 
with delicht.in his greener years? (h)It was 
not only zgainlt the Fiexzenta poetarum, that 
their Canons levelPd : A Council of Car- 
:/515e would not allow that a Biſhop ſhould 
read any Heathen Book. (h) 

This blind Zeal gave a pleaſant proſpect 
to the Apoſtate Jultin : And he might well 
toreſce what this new Religion was like to 
come to, without a new ſet of Miracles to 
ſupportit. He therefore was, in this, for 
complying with them, and fecond- 
e{ their Deſigns; making a Law, 
that no Chrittion - ſhould be taught 


(t) Clem, Siroms (s) I: Ruf. (h) Conc. 4. Can. 16. - 
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n the Heathen Schools Or make uſe of that 
Learning. This mide the Chriſtians {u- 
ſpe a Snake in the Grais, and put them 
on the other hand.(z )upon a Countcr-Plot, 
to fruſtrate his project So zhey ſet to wor 
Apollinarius, a per ſou, Very luckily then ; of 
manifold Learning and Wit; who, in the 
room of Homer, compoſed for them 7he Elie 
Story of the Old Teff qonent in feroice Verſe, 
down to the Times , Saul. 

And Comedies alſo in imitation of Me- 
nandcr, together with Trageaies, like thoſe 
of Euripides; and Lyricks, exaQtly to the 
ſtrdinof Pindar. An old Author, in his life 
of Gregory Naziazzen, allJures us how that 
that holy 'Prelate undertook and performed 
the very ſame thing, ſo defeated the pur- 
joſe of that wicked Tyrant, Theſe Noble 
Labours have all dropt ſhort of us 2 Whar 
Philoſophers, wine Conjurcrs ſhould we 
have been? how our Ears would ha' tinglcd 
at this day, with the three Zom?rs, and a 
Triple Round of all the Grecian Poetry 2 
But the Fathers and Councils for ſeveral 
Apes declaring againſt every thing, of 77: 
then denomination ; the Stage: Plays, of 
courſe, were cry 'd out upon, 2s Pagan 
Pradlice, Feathen Tradition, $2: and Rees 
licks of Paganiſm, and Pagan Iielat Irs, in 


(a) Soremen Hill. Eccle(, L. 5. 17. 


1Ed- 


vented 


( 34) 
vented by the Devil, and appropriated to 
the Worſhip of falſe Gods. 

And, upon this Topick, to this day, we 
find the Spaniſh Jeſuits wondrous Eloquent. 
Says Pedro de Guzman (b); The Chriſtian 
Emperours, Kings, and Popes have cut off, 
and burnt with the fire of their holy Zeal, 
many Heads of that old Hydra ef Pagan 
Leudneſs : But yet there be two Heads that 
Still remain, which cauſe a world of miſchief : 
Theſe two Heads alſo muſt be lopt off and 
burnt down to rights; to wit, y Comediuu 
'y los Fuegos de Toros, Comedies, and the 
Bull-Feaſts. 

At the beginning of the Reformation,the 
| name of Poet was a mighty Scar-Crow to 
the Muwpfmus Dottors every where. The 
German Divines, and Profeſfors at Xul/er, 
were nettled and uneafte by this Poet, and 
the t'other Poet (c); Poet Reuclir, Poet 
Eraſmus. Fvery body was reckoned a 
Poet that was more a Conjurer than them- 
felves. And, belike, the Feſuits are ſtill of 
Opinion, That the Srage-Plays have not 
done 'em ſervice. Campamela tells us, that 
the German and Gallican Herefre began with 
S: 9-Song, 'F s carried on by (d) Comedy, 
and Tragedits, Ex Cantilenis incepit Fle- 
refis Germanica & Gallicana, Comwudiis & 


(b) Dif. 5.% 1. (c) Epift, Obſe. (d} 1. Poetic. e. 6. 
| Tragediis 


(35) 

Tragediis nutritur ; Meaning, perhaps, 
Marbts Tranflation of the P/2/ms, The 
Sorbone deelared againſt rhem, yer were 
they ſo much th vogue at the French 
Court, that no perſon of Note, but had 
_ favourite + 5 to their occaſions, 

_— 2. chofe the 42 Phlm, Aixſs jt on 
oyt R Cerf. Like af rhe Hart doth---.-- 


whieh he furng when 4-hunting. Madam 


Ae Y rtentinors, who was in Love, took the 
170. Da fond te vid pehſte--- From the bottom 
of my hzarr, which he fung en vote, The 
Queths choir was the brh, Ne wnziHer pas 
o Sire, Lord, in thy wrath --- to an Air on 
the Chant des buffons. Anthony King of 
Navarr had the 43th, Revange moy, prens 
14 querelle. Judge, and revenge my Cauſe (e), 
which he tun'd to the Brawl of Poitiers, 
and che reft in like marmer. Clement Maror 
fet rheir Pipes a-goirrg it Court and Coun- 
trey. And the poor Hereticks keep i up 
to this day ; tho ( Goti-wot ) they now 
(many of them) ſing their Sovg in a ftrawye 
Land. 

To be call'd Apoſtate; to be deny'd our 
Baptifit, Encharift, and Chriſtian Burial ; 
to be Excommunicated, and given up to 
the Devil by ſo many Fathers, C2nons,and 
Countils ; however terrible to the Ears, 1s 


(e) FluriWond Reward, Hiſt. Bevel. 
|S oh not 
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( 36 ) | 
not ſo convincing to the Underſtanding, as 
one fair Argument from Reaſon. What 
occurs of this kind is peradventure moſt- 
what comprehended in theſe words of 
Lattantius, 

Comice Fabulz de flupris Virginum 1o- 
quuntur, aut amoribus Meretricum : Et quo 
(f ) magis ſunt eloqguentes qui flagitia illa 
finxerunt, eo magis ſententiarum elegantia 
perſuadent, Et facilius inherent Audien- 
tium memorie verſus numeroſ © ornati. 
Tragice Hiſtori& ſubjiciunt oculis Parricidia, 
& Inceſta, & Cothurnata ſcelera demonſi rant. 

In Comedies, fays he, are repreſented the 
dehauch, and leud Pranks among ft Women of 
evil Converſation: And the more excellent 
that the Poet is, the deeper is the impreſſion 
on the hearers. The Neatneſs and Elegance 
of Thought, with the Beauty aud Jweetneſs 
of the Verſe, run always in their mind, and 
w:ll not out of their head. Tragedy lays be- 
fore 'em Parricidez, Inceſts, and Wickedneſs 
in its Pontificalibus, 

This indeed 1s of weight, and deſerves | 
confideration. It is a fanding ObjeAion ; 
and was a Pagan Ovjection above two 
thouſand years ago. 

Plato 1s very particular in his charge; 
ſays he, Fraud and Rapine, ('g) and all | 

(f) Lib 6. Inft. Div. (g) 1. Common. Djal. 2. = | 
manner *' 
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manner of violence they commend or coun” 
tenance by good Preſidents, and Examples 
of this,and t'other God,or Son of God. Mer- 
cury is made the Patron for ſtealing. And 
how ſcurvily does Fupiter deal with his 
Old Father 2 What piques, ftewds and do- 
meſtick ſquabbles amongſt themſelves 2 nor 
i5 their War with the Giants a more tolera- 
ble fiction. (hb ) Whatever is deviſed of 
this kind is a falſe fable, and a lye, and yer, 
were it true, not fit tobe divulged to the 
people. ( 7) God is never to be repreſen. 
ted whether in Sougs, in Plalms, or Trage- 
dy, otherwiſe than Juſt, Good, and Gra- 
cious. And on no account, to be faid the 
author of Evil. When any evil is done the 
Cauſe is to be ſought for elſewhere. Nor 
is it to be imagin'd rhat God had any hand 
in't. Therefore is it not to be endured that 
any Poct ſhould as ZZomer (#), give out, 
thar, 


Two Barrels in hu Cellar Jove has flill 
Of gifts to be beſtow'd on Mortal Wights, 
One full of good, the other full of ill, - 
And uſually to mingle them delight-. 


Nor muſt be ſuffer'd that infraction and 
violation of the Oaths and Truce by (/)Pan- 


(b) Lof Laws, Dial.12-(i) Commony. ut ſutra. (k )Il,o, (1)11.5* 
| D 3 dar us 


( 33 ) 
darus when done at the inltigation of Fupi- 
ter and Minerva. 

Nor that broyl 8nd controverfie amongſt 
the Gqds, put to the Arbitration and De» 
ciſion of Jupiter and Zhemis. 

Nor can A#ſchylus be gllow'd to vent 
any thing like that ſaying, 

IWhem Jove wou'd deſtroy be takes away 
their Seuſes. 

Nor, if in any ſortof Poetry relatiog is 
made of theafflition that betel ta Nizobe, 
or to the Pelopide, or to the Trojans; or 
the like : It muſt not be ſuggeſted that this 
was the work of God: bur it it be z then a 
reaſon is to be ſubjoyned, as that Gad did, 
indeed, what was good and juſt, and did 
chaſtiſe * em, far their good. But he muſt 
not ſay that puniſhment is an Afﬀiiction, and 
that God afflicted them. For that would 
neither be Pious, be Profitable, nor be 
Conſiſtent. 

Nor muſt he repreſent God diſguiſing 
himſelf and putting on ſeveral ſhapes to 
carry on ſome Cheat or lmpoſtuxe, nor fo 
be capable of any Change, Paſſion, or Per- 
turbation. Nor fay that the Gods warder 

rom Town to Town in the likeneſs of Stran- 
gers(). And fuch Lies as are abroad, of Pro- 
4 and Thetis. And in ſome Tragedies, 


CRF HEE) ?, | Tuno 


(39) 


Juxo turned into a Pricſt, gathering the be. 
Neyolence of the Congregation for the Sons 
of Inachus, newly reſtored to lite, 

Nor is the lying Dream,fent by Jupiter to 
Agamemnon (n) by any mcans to becxcuſed. 

Nor #ſ{chylus where he brings in Thetzs 
complaimung that at her Wedding Apod/o in 
her Epithalaminm (ung : 


That long the Son of Thetis was to [ive ; 

By no diſeaſe moleſted, That the Gods 

Took of my Fortunes care and ſpecial liking ; 

And gave me joy, and praiſes in abundance. 

Cou'd my hopes fail, thus foundedon Apollo, 

His Mouth Divine, Fatidical, and True 2? 

Tet He, the ſame, that flattred me ſo fair, 

And at my Table ſat a willing gueſt, 

He, that thus did and ſaid, even He has ſlain 
( myCbild, 


And in Homer, when ſhe crics out (o), 


Ah wretched Goddeſs that I was to bear 
The beſt of all the Heroes--- 


And when Jupiter mourns ſo heavily (p): 


Ab me ! my Son Sarpedon will be ſlain---- 
And for the bonour of his Son ſo dear, 
For Rain be drops of blood from Heaven ſends. 


(n) Il.2. (6) LS. (þp) DU. 7 
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(49) 
And whenhe Javghs at Yu/can limping 
along with a Cup of Nedar. I 


And then the God's launht all at once out-right 
To /ee te lame, and ſooty Vulcan 5#in# (4) 


A/chylus had, in Athens, made a great 
noiſe with his Tragedy call'd the wer" 
alter which Ari/torbanes, to expoſe the 
Tr agick Forts wrote a Comedy, which he 
nam'd the Frogs: There he charges Furz- 
prdes for having brought upon the Stage, ] 
Phedra's, Sthenobaa's, and the like w icked 


Strumpers Nay. : 


RE” 08 RI & * 


What 75 he not guilty of 2 
-T.15:he not ſhewn you panders, 1 
Had Wome bringing forih in Temples : - | 
And ſuch as mix with their own Brothers ? 
And thoſe that ſay :Notto live1sto Jive: 2 
Thus has he fill tbe Town 
With Scribes, Fuffoons, and Monkeys, 
That banter, and wore Aſes of the People. 


as. 


He again twits him wich 11s, 


Tis 21Hgv, et Jo Cny k5y El 1a)Savay,' 
T9 * ' be Fermi xasſs xardrud el vel ion ; . 


(41) 


Who can tell but that tolive is to dye, 
Todrink is to think, and to ſlzep, a woolſack, 


This ſecond line is added to ridicule the 
former, and tor this ſentence he raxes Fu- 


ripides asteaching Scept iciſm 5 Andevery- 


where 1s playing upon that, 
My Tongue did Swear, my Mind was never 

Sworn, : 

Asifthereby Earipides opened a door to 
Equivocation and Perjury. 

Thus we ſee how well Ari/tophanes, and 
Plato agree with Lattantius ; and charge 
upon Tragedy the ſame enormities, Incelts, 
and Cothurnata ſcelera, and alſo the odd 
unlucky ſayings that ſtick in our memory, 
and will not out of a body's head. 

When King Archel/aus asked Plato what 
book he might read to learn the ſtate of 
Aﬀeairs and Government in Athens, Plato 
bid him only to read Ari/tephanes; 'tislike- 
ly that we may better truſt him tor the 
State of Poetry in his time. And we may 
be confident he wohld mince nothing, ' out 
of any favour or afte&ion, being a pro- 
teſſed Enemy to Euripides. 

Upon a preſumption then that nothing 
more-can be rais d to bear againſt this ſortot 
Poetry ; we may proceed to offer ſomething 
manſwer to thoſe objetions. CHAP. 
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CHAD. IV: 


Ariſtotle's general Anſwer evaſzve. Plato s 
better Divine, Not better than our Mo- 
dern, God may uſe il inſtruments. The 
falſe Dream. The two Barrels, Fables 
before Homer. He of God ſenfebly. Plato, 
Cant. Metaphore the utmoſt we are capa- 
ble of. Fables. Allegory. Celſus to Ori- 
gen againſt the Bible. Allegory, a cure for 
all. Homers Fables from the Bible. The 
falſe Dream, from the Story of Achab 1m- 
prov'd by Homer. Averroes of Arabian 
Poets, Apollo Loxias, Particular ſen- 
fences, Texts of Scripture. Juno, Job's 
Wife. $S im Vulgar Tongue. Euripides, 
#} Women. No blame to the art, Pompof 
the Theatre. What il} names by Jeſuits. 


deviſed by the Poets, in relation ro 
the Gods, ( So Ariſtotle propoſes one pe- 
neral liner: That a Critick need nor be 
ſo fierce and poſitive to. quarrel on that ac- 
eount, where all -arein the dark, that ne1- 
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ther Critick nor Poet know ought of the 
matter. We may grant that this anſwer 
is evafive z And may allow that Ari/torle 
might not be fo great a Divine as Flats; 
yer, doubtleſs our Modern Divines are a 
match for Plato: And have the better end 
of the Staff inthis controverfie. Who all 
hold with Z/omer and the old Poets that 
God may to good ends and purpoſes, 
make uſe of evil means, and inſtruments. 

And thus was Pandaruws employ'd by 
Jove and Pallas to break the Peace. And 
the lying Dream fent to cheat Agamem- 
X08. 


.--A Dream he call d, falſe Dream, ſaid he, 
Go, bye to Agamemnons 7ent, and ſay, 
Diftinttly, as you bidden are by me. 

Bid bim bring up his Army now to Troy, 
For now the time is come, he ſhall it take, 


Objetions of this kind make no difft- 
culty now-adays, with the moſt Orthodox: 
nor da the 2wo Barrels in Jove's Cellar, make 
any 1] ſound : we know with what Heifer 
they have plowed ; and fee the Original 
of all the Greek Mythology ; their Gods, 
and Heroes. 

Not to repreſent their Gods with face 


» 


_ and fipgers, with actions, and paſlions, and 
other 


other MadiGeations "after the faſhions of 
men, were ro ſay nothing. St. Paul that 
ſoared as high as any body, and had the 
gitr of Longues, declares the things above 
gneffable, FHlomer knew this ; therefore 
would not banter the World with hard 
words, and unintelligible gibberiſh, as P/ato 
and others have fince done ; but did accom- 
modate his Speech to our Ruman Senſes, 
by Metaphors, S1militudes, T ropes, and Pa- 
rables; atter the manner of Moſes, and the 
Ola Prophets betore him. He entertains 
and fills us to the utmoſt of our Organs 
and Capacity, Something he finds for all 
our Senſes. Fe brings them to our Eyes, 
our Fars, our Touch : Nefar he provides 
for our Laite, and there always exhales an 
Ambroſial Odour in the Divine Preſence. 
W hat 'lato,or an Angel would fay further, 
paſl-s all underſtanding, would not enter 


. our Organsz could have no reliſh or pro- 


portion to affect us, more than the Mufick 
of the Spheres. Metaphor muſt be the 


Language, when we travel in a Countrey 


beyond our Senſes. 

The wiſeſt part of the World were al- 
ways taken with Fables, as the moſt de- 
lightful means to convey Inſtru&ion, and 


leave the ſtrongeſt Impreſſion on our 
Mind. 
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Mind. They in the (a) Eft will not be 
perſwaded that the Fables, with us, under 
the name of 7E/op, were other than of their 
Countrey growth : And Lockmaxn they 
ayouch to be the Author of them, 

The Old Prophets could deviſe nothing 
higher for the future Meſa, than that eve> 
ry thing he ſhould fay would be a Parade. 

As for the Fables whichin ZHumer, or on 
the Stage give offence: The Antients had 
a thing call'd an 4/egory, which went a 
great way towards ſtopping the mouth of 
many a pert Obſcrvator 

We ſee the word in the Apoſtle St. Pax, 
&) and the application of ir, which St. Orz- 
gen was glad to finu, when Ce/ſas call 'd hum 
to account for the O/d Teſtament; ſo many 
odd Tales, Eve with the Serpent, Cain aud 
Abel: the building of Bat+vl, Sodom, with 
Lot and hu Dawghters, (c' Parricidia, 9 1n- 
ceſta, & Cothurnata jceicra, far beyond any 
thing fabled in Trcogedies of Thyeſtes : 
Dus tiny PEI, PITITCT EO Shal! we Chre- 
ftians only, fays he, be denied the benefit of 
thu Allegory > May not we be allowed our 
Myſtery, and Tropological meaning ? 

So we ſee what Lattantius objea ed againſt 
Flomer, and the Heathen 7 rageates, 1s by 


(«) Huer on Kimance. (b) Galat. c:4. (c) Origen againft 
Celſys, 1, 4 
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the Heathens objedted againſt our B7Þ/e, 
and Religion. 

But we need not be fo angry on Eithet 
hand. Find but out the Alegory, and we 
are all to-rights again. 

Befides, it is now no ſecret, that 7omer 
had moft of his Fables from forme Hebrew 
Tradition or From (4) Clement of Alex- | 

e 


po rw A 


andria, and Enufebius made the difcovery 
long ago. 

So the lying Dream (e) ſent by Fupiter | 
to Agamernon, which Plato was fo much | 
offended at, is a Poetical Improvement 
from the Story of Achab. What pretty turn 
and drefs he ſets it off in, to bend and fa- 
ſhion it into one piece with his Song ; and 
to accommodate it the better to our Fats in 
a more Philoſophical Climate ? | 

Averroes, after his Comment on the Poe- 
fica, allows that Ariftotles Rules do riot 
much concern the Arabian Poets 3 What 
then, fays he, ſhall we conclade that he wrote 
wot Rules for the Arabians? God forbid! 
Ariſtotle wrote Nature; he wrote for all Ha- 
man hind. 

Bur the Arabian Fancies always are on 
the gallop : They are not to march in 
rank and file, nor be ſubje& to our Euro- 
paar Mſcipline Homer underfiood their 


(4) Strom, Pr. Evang. (t) Il. l, 2. Common. Dja- E. : 
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Spirit, and conld make the beft on't : He 
knew how to manage the fiery Arab, and 
bring the wildeſt A4frarget to his hand. 
Fſchylus is not to be blamed, when he 
xls of 4polo ſinging at a Wedding, rhatr 
much happineſs ſhould enſue thereupon z F 
and the Child ſhould live long. Apolo be- | 
fore then had the Epithete of Lox:as, from 
his double meaning ; to fhew the Narure of 
Oracles. Be not out of patience, Thets, thy 
Child ſhall live,his memory, his berter parr. | 
Flomer has enlurd it for Achi/es, to the 4 
end of the World. ys 
If then the Fables heretofore employed _ tb; 
for the Drama, are-not fo haſtily to be cen- 
fared ; no body, I conceive, will ſtick with | 
us for the particular ſavings, as before [87 
mention'd to be objetted by Ar:fophanes, | 
Plate, and Lattantius. $* 
For their good fayings, we have St. Pax/ Fi 
citing a whole Verſe out of a Comedy of 
Menander. St Clemens of Alexandria brings I 
more proofs for Chriftianity trow Menan- F | 
der and other Comedies, than from all the i 
Bible, or any other Topick. y 
On the other hand, where ill men are 
repreſented, we muſt not take it amiſs that 
they fay il tings Dolus an Virtas, quis 
zn hoſte requirit 2 When we remember the 
ſaying, we remember it the ſaying of a 
| Rogue ; 


a 


Rogue; of Soy, as notorious amongſt his 
Companions, as was Judas amonglt tie 
Apoltles. 


FleAere ſi nequeo ſuperos, Acheronta mov: bo, 


This by every body is allowed to be a 
very wickcd ſaying. But why may not Juno 
ſometimes take as much liberty of her 
Tongue, as Job's Wife, or any other Ol4- 
Teſtament Matron 2 There is no queſtion 
bur we find more abuſe of the ſayings in 
holy Scripture, and the conſequence more 
Tragical, than from any perverted Text in 
Poctry. Curſe ye Meroz, ſerves any bodies 
purpole, . that would, be cutting Throats. 
Cmpanela and Perro de Guzman would 
urge as much againſt the S.5. 11 our Mo- 
ther 1ongue, on this account, as againſt 
this Narſc of Herefie, this Hydra's [fead 
of Dramartick repreſentations. 

if there be any cye and inſpection on 
the Pulpits, that they be kepr to decency 
and Rule ; May not the King and Queens 
]11earre deſerve the like care, and have its 
Coramitree of Lay-Biſhops to ſee that no 
Doctrine be there broached, birt what tends 
to :he Fditication, at well as to the Delight 
of the SpeCtatrors | 

It Euripides brought on the Stage Har- 

lots 
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lots (f ) AFſchrlu ihew'd none; nor an) 
Woman that migit ve {o much as ſuſpeted 
to be in love, Wit was an errour 11 one, 
15 Nat to be charged an the re{t ; nor a Re- 
fleation on the Art. Indeed, when the Art 
is abuſed, one may with Ta/ly cry out, 0 
pre: laram Moram Fraendatricem oe! icam / 
But the ſame irony 1s as applicable to the 
Pulpit, as to the Stage. 

Grant there, in a : Tragedy, the tclicity 
of the Invention, the novelty of the Fictions, 
the (trength of Veric, the eafineſs of Ex- 
preſſion, the folid Realon, the warmth of 
Paſiion, {till heightencdand riſing from Act 
to Act 5 together with the richneſs of Fi- 
gures, the pomp of the | heatre, the habits, 
geſture and voice of the aors, at the 
ſame inſtant charming both the Ey cs and 
the Ears ; ſo the Senſes being won, the 
Judgment is ſurpriſed, and the whole Man 
at once led captive: A body muit be of 
Braſs or Stone to refiii ſo many Charms, 
and be Maſter of himſelf amidſt fo much 
allurement and temptation 

Grant all this, I ſay, where 1s the hurt ? 
what 15 the danger: ? If the Exdof all is to 
ſhew Virtue in Triumph. The robleſt 
thoughts make the ſtrongeſt impreſſion 
and the juſter paſſions fin d the kindeft : 

( 4) Argtoph. Frogs: 
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ception amongſt us. The Medicine 1s not 
leſs wholeſom, tor the Honey, or the gilded 
Pill. Nor can a Moral I etion be leſs pro- 
fitable, when dreiſed and ſet off with all 
the advantage and decoration of the 
1 heatre. 

This 1s, indeed, of al! diverſions the moſt 
bewitching ; and the Theatre 1s a Maga- 
Zine, not to be truſted, but under the ſpe- 
cial eye and direction of a Virtuous Go- 
vernment , otherwiſe, according to the 
courſe of the World, it might, puſibly, de- 
generate; to deſerve the Aſperſions, and 11! 


names, whereby the Jeſuits would render 


it odious, calling it the S-hool of Vice, the 
Sandluary of Venus, the Templ: of Impiety, 
the Furnace of Babylon, the Confiſtory of 
Impurity, the Shop of Leudn:ſs, the Peſt of 
Common-wealths, the Seminary of Debau- 
chery, Satan's Feſtival, and the Devil's 
Dancing-School. 


CHAP. 


C 


42] * 

b | 

CHAP. V. | 
Of Poetry inTtaly. Ariſtotle's Works. Tramon- Lo 
tains. Carainal Bibiena. Tragedy there with | | 


Chorus. Strolers. Chriſt's Paſſion. 

Of Poetry is France, Clem. Marot. Strolers 
there. Proceedings ar Law againſt them, Re- 
pore of their Caſe. Their Old Teſtament. Acts 
of the Apoſtles, and Chriſt's Paſſion. Baniſht | 
{rom France. Comedy there, Tragedy by Hardy, b 
Corneille, Richilieu. Academy Royal, [ve 
Theatre. Cantion that no Equivoque, nor 45 
ought againſt good Manners. More nice than the | 
Pulpit. Their Gallantry, Verſe, Language, unfit 
for Tragedy, Draratich repreſentations baniſh d 


from Spain. Nurſe of Hereſie, Father Guz- 
man. Eſcobar. 


Of Poetry in England. Britiſh, Saxon, Norman, 1 
Latin and Provencial / 'oerry vere, Richard ' 
Cear de Lion, a Provencial / mer. Our Monks z 
and Hiſtory falſe on that account. The Gay & 


ny - 
i, Sadie 
» 


Science. That and the Albigenſes conrempo- | 1 
rany, and from the ſame Countrey. King YE 
Richard's Felow-Poers, Jeffiry Rude, and [| 
Counteſs of Tripoly. | l/ 

74 


| the beginning of the laſt Century, 
when P-ople began to open their Eyes, 
ard look farther into the Matters'of Reli- 

g10n and good Litterature, [ra/y had much 
| the tart and advantage from th: reit of 
| BE 3 Europe, 
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Furope, thither were Ariſtotle's Works fir 
brought a-thoar ; and there were they tran{- 
lated, conn'd, and commenced by the 
chieteſt Wits amongſt them. And above 
all, his Poerrca engag'd their uwimolit care 
2nd app'ication. 

So many Comments had they made,and 
ſo many Critica' Obſervations, be*tore, on 
this ſide the 4/ps, any thing, 1n that way, 
Was underftood, tha f.ie\ { £g30 to lay it 
down for a truth, tha: ihe Tramontans had 
no guſto, Oitramontaui, lays one of them, 
Non jono zelanti drile Luone reg: le de Grect, 
& de Latini, Thev myke no Con(cience of 
breaking the good Laws of the Greeks and 
L atins. 

Others undertook to put in practice,and 
write by his Principles and Direction. Bi- 
Licna ( afterwards a Cardinal ) firſt try'd 
his Talent on a Comedy ; and was follow- 
ed by Aciofto, Ficcolomin.i, Mar hiavel, and 
many others, who took 7'/autus and Te- 
rence for their Patterns. + 

Trifſine, Ruſcalli, Cinthio, Taſſo, with 
many more, wro:e Tregedies in blank 
Verſe, with the Chorus. and every thing 
to the belt of their power, atter the Athe- 
nian Models. 

But 7ta/y had no Fund for the vaſt charge 
of Dramatick repreſentations ; they 1:24 no 

ſtanuing 
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ſtanding Revenue for the Theatre ; and 
however magnificent fome Prince might be 
on an extraordinary Wedding or great occa- 
ſion; there was nothing conſtant, nor could 
it, in ſuch circumſtances, be expected, that 
the Drama there ſhould turn to account, or 
riſe to any tolerable reputation. There- 
fore the ordinary buſineſs of the Stage was 
left amongſt a company of Szrolers, who 
wandred up and down, acting Farce, or 
turning into Farce, whatever they acted. 
* Caſtelvetro tells us, that even at /tome, in 
his time, Chri/t's Paſſton was ſo ated by 
them, as to ſet all the Audience a-laughing. 

Francis the firſt, by whoſe Encourage- 
ment Letters had begun to flouriſh in France, 
and Poetry more particularly, by the means 
of Clement Marot (who then tranflared the 
P/alms, and ſent abroad his Balades, which 
Campanella reckons to have uſhered in the 
Herefſie) King Francis, 1 fay, was much 
delighted, for want of better, with theſe 
S$trolers. At the latter end of his Reign we 
find x Cauſe of the Strolers notably plead- 
ed and debated amongſt their Lawyers and 
the King's Counfel. 

The Charge againſt them extrateÞfrom 
the Parliament-Rolts, 4nno 1541. 

That They, 2 or 3 years ago, had ander- 
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taken to repreſent Chriſt's Paſſion, and the 
Ads o! the Apoſtleszand therein had emyloved 
mean illiterate fellows, who were not cunning 11 
thoſe matters, as a Garpenter, a Bum-Bailtff, 
a Vi eaver, and others, who had committed dt- 
wers fauits. both in the Fi:tion, and im their 
Action. Ana to lenzthen out the time, had 
mnterlarded many Apocr yphal Matters, not 
contained mm the Acts of the Apoſtles, that 
therr Play might laſt three or four days longer 
thereby to get the more Money from the People. 
Adding noreover at the begtaning, or at the end, 
Drolls, and wanton Farces, and by that means 
had made it hold out for fix or ſeven months 
together : By means whereof the Divine Ser- 
w1ce was neglefted, no body went to Church , 
Charity grew cold; beſides all the Adulteries, 
Fornications, Mockeries, and Deriſrons unex- 
pre //ible. 

More eſpecially, in the firſt place, on Holy- 
days, from erght or nine a Glock a-mornings, 
the People left their Pariſh- Maſs, Sermon, and 
Veſpers, to take their place at the Play houſe ; 
and ſlaid there till five in the Afternoon. Sv 
that Preaching was left off, the Preachers 
findmg no body to hear them, 

And the | eople, as they came back, from the 
Play houſe, would publickly and loudly mock at 
the Plays and Actors, repeatiug ſome words 


they had heard knockt out of joynt, at the de ; 
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or ſome part ill afted, ſaying m deriſron, The 
Holy Ghoſt was loth to come down, - and 
the like. 

And generally the Parſons of the Pariſhes, to 
have their paſtime at the Plays, have left off 
the Afternoon Prayers on Holy-days : Or have 
ſaid them alone by themſelves at \'oon, an hour 
not uſual, nor Canonical. And even the King's 
Chaplains, in the Chappel of the :Houſhold, 
whilſt the Plays laſted, have on Holy-days. ſaid 
the Evening-Prayers at Noon: And beſides, 
ran them off poji-haſte, to be gone to the Play- 
houſe : A thing undecent, unuſual, of evil ex- 
ample, and contrary to the holy Gouncels of the 
Church, namely, the Council of Carthage, 
where 1t 5 ſaid, Qui die ſolemn preter- 
miſlo Eccle{iz conventu ad ſpectacula vadir, 
excommunuicetur. 

2. | reaching ts more decent for the Inſtru- 
Et:0n of the People (provided '11s done by Theo- 
logians, men of Learning aud Knowledge than 
are the Plays, made by thoſe that are 1gnorant 
and illiterate; who neither know what they 
ſpeak, nor what they aft; repreſenting the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, the Old Tettament,and 
the like Hiſtories which they pretend to At. 

}. I is plain by Natural Reaſon, that with- 
out firſt k::owing the Truth, one cannot make 
a Hiflion ,, for kiflion us to be ſomething as 
near the Truth as may be; whereas neither 
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the Maſters, nor the AE&tors know the AB C. 
Th-y underſtand neither the Bible, nor any 
prophane Learning, being Mechanicks. as Cob- 
lers, Botchers, Porters, that can neither read 
nor write, nor have been train'd to the Staze, 
or that fort of exerciſe: Meither 15 thety 
Tongue w 'l hung, nor have they proper Lan- 
guage, nor can they accent the words, or pive 
thein a dicent ronunctation: Nor do they 
know at all what they axe about, or what it 1s 
they ſays, ſo that ſometimes they chop one 
word into three, jicp im the middle of a ſen- 
tence, making it d queſtion, which 15 a ſen- 
tence of Admration 5 accenting avd progoun- 
C71 ag 1 with their geſtu Ie every thing Kim Kam, 
Gre ite contrary; cauſing al. rughter, and hooting 
1m the Play-toufe, that rnſtead of turning to 
Edification, there ts nothisg but ſcandal and 
ae riſron. 

4. The Favrces and wanton Interlndes which 
they mix with the Myſteries Eccleſraſtical, 
nake it a thing forbidden by all the Councils, 
as the Dottors all agree. 

s. It 1s wiſible that what they do # for 
Lucre ouly;, as they wonld do with a Tavern, 
or Trade ; And they raiſe the price, which the 
firſt zear was twenty and twenty five Crowns, 
he next thirty and thirty ſix Crowns, and ts 
thu preſent year forty and fifty Crowns of the 
Sun , for every Box. 

6, Great 


; ( 57) 

6. Great miſchief, by Aſſignations, under 
colour of going to the Flays, Adulterics, &C, 

7. The Plays 'occafion Junketing and ex- 
pences extraordinary, amongſt the common 
people ;, ſo that which a Handy-crafty-man has 
earn'd ina week, ſhall be all ſpent in one day, 
at the Plays, and the Funketing and Drun- 
kenneſs, whereby his Wife and poor Children 
ſuffer all the week. | 

8. Charity ſo much impaired, that within 
the ſix weeks that the Plays have contimucd, 
the Alms are lefſen'd ;000 Livres. | 

Nothwithſl anding all which, one Royer, a 
Fijh- ſeller, 4 Carpenter, a Cihler, and others 
thety Companions have a-new fir this next 
year undertaken to have atted the Old Telta- 
ment, and /et a price for hereafter to ges# mo- 
ney from the people. 

Of atl which, the King's Attorney General 
being wformed, hath put a flop #0 their fart "er 
proceedings. They ſhew a Letter of Priviledge 
they had obtained from the Ring. 

By the Letters it appears, they had ſuggeft- 
ed to the King, that what they d1d4 was ont of 
pure Zeal and Devotzon, and for the Eaifica- 
tion of the *l"eople, which 15 falſe + and beſrdes, 
therr quality and circumſtances ſpeak the colt 
trarys and what they do 1s barely a Trade for 
gatn, Moreover, in the Old Teſtament »e 
11any things not ſo proper to be dechir-4 15 the 
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People, weak and [imple, that may be drawn 
in to turn Jews for want of ' underflanding. 
bor theſe conſiderations a flop is put to their 
Atting of the Old Teſtament. #:// the good 

leaſare, will and intention of the King, when 
:form'd of thoſe matters, ſhall be known. 

The faid Attorney General alſo preſented 
another Gomplarnt againſt the former GCompas- 
ny, that they might put into the Poors Box,out 
of their Profits, for therr repreſenting the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, eight hundred Livres tif 
farther order ; the like againſt the Company 
that atied Chril's Paition. 

The Council for the Strolers ſaith, He 
comes not to anſwer the Charge againſt them 
that ſhow the Acts of the Apoſtles ; but for 
the new Company only of the Myſtery, for the 
Old Teſtament. And true it 15, that the 
Ring two years ſince having ſometimes ſeen 
them 4.i the Myſtery of the Paſſion ; and by 
the account then made hiian, how well they 
played the Acts of the Apoſtles; and that 
it was worth his while alſo to ſee the Repre- 
ſentation of the Old Tettament, Royer 
above-named, being then preſent, did pro- 
miſe the I'img to get; the Old Teſtament 
Atted. And thereupon the King gave leave 
to the ſatd Ro\er, to have the Repreſenta- 
t0n of the Old Teſtament ; and granted him 
Letters Patents accordingly. 


This 
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. This Record, abridg'd here, in the tran» 


Nation, giving ſo particular an Hiſtory of 


tie Sage in thole days, is added at length 
in the Original, at the end ot the Buok. 

Ring Francis liv'd about five or fix years 
after. And then were the Coin-iians both 
French and Ttaltans, all packt ott, and ba- 
niuhed the Kingdom. 

In 1597. Peter | Ariveu publiſh:d Co- 
medies,' written, as he tells us, in imita- 
tion of the Antient Greeks, Latins, and 
Modern Jralians. And the end he propoſed 
was according to //orace, 


Quelque profir, & contentement enſemble. 


After him A4/-xazder 7ardy attempted 
Tragedy, whoſe works were publithod ann. 
1625 Not long altcr ſucceeded the ta- 
mous Corneile, wio beg in to write for 
the Stage, aficr /{ardy's Model. 

And now, if the French Theatre did not 
riſe to equal the glory of the Romans, and 
Antient Greeks, it was not for want of En- 
couragement trom the Government. Car- 
dinal Richelieu, who had the power in his 
hand, did heartily and generouſly pertorm 
his part. He founded the Academy Royal, 
and more eſpecially provided l or theTheatre. 
Yet 


T6) 


Yet with this Caution, ( a ) never to re- 
prefent Aucunes actions Mathonneftes, ny 
e ujer TVaucunes pareles laſcives, ny a deals 
entente, quz puiſſent bleſſer I honneſtete pub- 
Iique. And we (1nd the Poets ſtand corrett- 
ed, and do pennance 1t they chance to of- 
tend againtt rhis declaration. The liberty 
de I equruoque, nor any idee vilaine will 
th-rc cicape cenſure, even by the Audience. 

So the Theodore by Corneille, won d not 
take. No other reaſon could be deviſed by 
the Auchor, but the meer conceipt of her 
Proftirution, which was odious to the 1ma- 
g1::4167, And He rightly obſerves trom 
thence, that our Theatres are much more 
delicate on thoſe occaſions, than were the 
Anticnt Farhers, or the Pulpits. Says he; 
Hnwever "tis ſome fatisfattion to me that I 
fee the better and more ſound part of my Judges 
ampute this ill ſucceſs to that imagination of 
a P-»ſtitaictor, which one conld not endure ; 
tho *twas well kaonn, it would not take ef- 

fett : And that to allay the borror of it, 7 
male ule of ill the helps that art avd expe- 
rience could furniſh me withall. Amidſt this 
diſarace, T rejoice to fee the purity of our 
Stage, to find that an hittor y, the faireſt Or- 
nament f the ſec:nd Brok of St. Ambros's 
Virgins, appears too licentious to paſs on our 


(2) Lew. r;. Decl. r64r. 
Stage, 
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Stage. What might have been ſaid, if, like 
that great Dodtor of the Church, { a4 ſhown 
the Virgin in that fam us place, if bad 
deſcribed the various agitations of her mind, 
whilſt ſhe was in ihe place, if Ivad drawn the 
troubles ſhe felt that inſtant ſhe ſaw (her 
lover) Didymus come in to her ;'tis on this 
occaſion that this great Saint makes Triumph 
that Eloquence wbich Converted St. Auſtin, 
at is for this [prctacle, thai He pariicularly 
invites the Virgins ro open rhetr eyes, 

T kept her from the fight, tnd Jo much as 
T could, from the imagination of my Audience. 
Tet after all my induſtry, the modeſty of our 
Theatre is ſuch, to diflike that little, which 
the neceſſity of my ſubjett, forced me to make 
known. 

In pounts of decency the French are cer- 
tainly very deiware, and commendable. 
The noble encourage: rhey mer with- 
al, and their {tngular applicz'ion have car- 
ried them very tar in the unprovement! of 
the Drama. Nor were the Audience to be 
taxed tor the haſty applaule, uucy have otien 
given to iays of no great merit. It has been 
ſo 1n all Natjons. 

As, in Pictures, Aman who had never 
ſeen ſucha thing betore, wou'd find his 
amuſcment, and be in admuratio:: at every 


Sign-poſt, or daracers head that he Travels 


by 
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by. The firſt Plays of Cornez/le were bet- 
ter, that is, more regular, than any bcetore 
him, the Audience had never ſeen the like. 
Judgment runs, moſt-what by compariſon : 
by Purple we Judge of Purple. 

They now fee the difference betwixt his 
firit Eſſays, and the Plays compoſed in his 
riper years. 

Aﬀer all it is obſerv'd how much, that 
Wild-gooſe-chaſe of Romance runs ſtill in 
their head, ſome Scenes of Love muſt eve- 
ry where be thuffled in, thu' never fo unſea- 
ſonable. 

The Grecians were for Love and Muſick 
as mad as any Monheur of 'em all; yettheir 
Mufick kept within bounds ; attempted no 
Metamorphoſis to turn the Drama to an 
Opera. Nor did their Love come whining 
on the Stage to Effeminate the Maxſty of 
their Tragedy. It was not any love for 
 Briſeis that made Achilles ſo wroth; it 
was the affront, in taking his bootF from 
him, in the face of the Confederate Army. 
This, his Stomach cou'd not digeſt. 


=-»= REC CAVE | 


Peleide ſtomachum cerdere Neſcijy, Hor. 


One, with the Genius of Miguel Cervante, 
mighr, doubtleſs, find matter tor as good 
a Sa- 
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a Satyr, from the F-::ich Gallantry, as He 
had done from the Spaniſh Chivalry. 

Another objc&ton, is their writing Plays 
in Ryme. | 

The Hexameter woud not pals in Greek 
or Latin Tragedy, tor the language 1s to 
be Agrſſznte, active. They reckon'd the 
Jambick to be the verſe for buſineſs. 


-- Natum rebus agendy. Hor. 


The French ſeem the remoteſt in the 
World from this fort of Turn. Our Ear 
ſhou'd not be hankering after the &yme, 
when the buſineſs thould wholly take us 
up, and fill our Head. The words muſt 
be all tree, independant, and diſengag'd, 
no entanglement of Ryme to be in our way. 
We muſt clear the Decks, and down with 
the Ornaments and Trappings in the day 
of Aion, and Engagemenr. 

But they are not only ictter'd with Ryme, 
bur their verle 1s the long Alexandrin, of 
twelve ſyllables: with a 1ttop, or pauſe al- 
ways inthe middle. 

As it a Latin Tragedy were written all 
in Pentameters, To the Tune of, 


Hei mihi quod domino, non licet ire two; 


Or, 
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Or, with us, to the Air of Z/optins and 
Sternold. 


O fing nnto the Lord, a new and joyful ſong. 


A Man ſhou'd not truſt his own Earto 
Judge a forreign language by, bur their 
own beft aurors are ſentible of this halt in 
their veric, and complain of that Ceſure 
and perp<taal Monotomy, as they call it. 

In n< their language rt ſelt wants ſtrength 
and ſinews, is too teeble for the Weight 
and Maj-ity of Tragedy. We ſee their 
Contonans ſpread on Paper, but they ſtick 
in th. Hedge ; they vais not their Tceth 
in their Pro; uncia:10n, 

From Span little obſervable can be ex- 
pected in rejation to Dramatick Pcetry ; 
Since Carypanella had aflur'd them that it 
Is the Narſeof Herefre. 

So Father Cuzma:- informs us that his Ca- 
tholck Majeſty, Phil. IT. (4 towards the 
end ot jus hfe, { when iis Wildom was 
ex /u pun;a, on the prick oi pertection, old 
apt. CLP {a [alſa az la /atiduria,fceing net- 
tir medio, o remedio 10 retorm them ) did 
quite 22mth rhem rhe Country. 

| 11eN 2nOther Jeſuit ters us to know how 
relgioutly rhe truly Catholick, Zh. IV. 

(b) Diſc. 6. 1.8, b 
this 
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this very year 1646. hath packt them awa 
as the common Plague trom out the King 
doms of Spain, by his Royal Edit. 

Quam pie Phil, 1YV. were Catholicus Ce- 
medias ab Hiſpanie regns, hoe Anno 1646. 
ut Communem peſtem regio ablegarit Fitts, 
Eſcobar. Mer. Theol. So we ice this Nurſe 
of Hereſie, this Head of the Tagan Hydra, 
iS like to have no footing within the Catho- 
lick Majeſties Dominions. The In-quifiriown 
and the Muſes muſt not ſet their Horſes 
together, | 

Since the decay of the Roman Empire 
this Iſland; peradyenture has been more 
fortunate in matters of Poetry, than any 
of our Neighbours. Notwithſtanding the 
preſent flouriſh and oſtentation of the French 
Theatre : Our Wit might have made us the 
better Poets: tho' our honeſty make us 
worſe Politiciays, We find of the Britifh 
Poetry to this day. One of our oldeſt 
Medals bears an Harp on the Reverſe, with 
the Name Xunobeline around it. 

The Germans have often printed with 
Plautus a Comedy call'd Qzerolus 5 which 
no body now queſtions, but that it was 
written by Gi/das, who lived Anno. 493. 

Aﬀer him Thaliefin, and Merlin, and 
others, had they not written in Welch, 


might yet deſerve aneſteem amongſt us: 
F Cu: 
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" Our Saxon Kings have their Grants, and 
Charters in Ryme, yet upon Record. 

The firſt Wi//:a-2 came, ſinging Roland, 
ro fight that deciſive Battel, which wan 
him England. #\eland? cantu inchoato, ut 
bellatoram animos accenderet, prelium Com- 
miſerunt, As Mat, Paris, Mat. Weſtminſter, 
Will, Malm:bury, Knighton, and the reit 
inform us. 

And indeed, to write in Latin the World 
hd not the like to our Poets of that Cen- 
tury FJoſeph of Exeter, wrote ſo much 
above the Age, that he was well-ntgh loſt 
fromusz his Poem of the Trojan War, go- 
ing a long time currant in Print for a C/af- 
fick, under the name of Cornelius Nepos. 
He brings us to Ai7g R. I. with whom, 
and with Baldwyn Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, Hewent ro the Holy War. | 

"This King, Richard Ceur de lion, and his 
Brother Fefrey had formerly liv'd much in 
the Courts of ſeveral Princes, in and about 
Provence, ſo came to take delightin their 
Language, their Poetry then call'd the 
Gay Scrence) and their Poets 3 which be- 
gan not long beiore his time, to be in 
great vogue in the World. 

The italian ( c ) Authors acknowledge 
that the beſt part of their Language, and 

( © ) Bembo. Speron Sperone, GSC. 

of 
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of their Poetry is drawn trom that of Pr9- 
veyee, as, indced, is alſo that oi the Sp2- 
niſh, and other Modern Languages. It s 
certain that Ferrarch ( the Poet that th 
Italians brag moſt on to this day ) wou q 
ſhow very empty, If the Provencia! Poets 
had from him, all their own again. And, 
in truth, all our Modern Poctry COMES 
trom them. 

Never was known that application, both 
in the Princes and People, as at that time 
every where to the Provencial Pootry, 
which gave one of (4) their Romencer 
the fancy that Cbarlemain made 2 Donati; 
of Frevence, to be the Poets Patrimmuy 

I ſhould not be ſo large on this ſs 46 
but to antidote againſt an 1mpreliion, our 
Monks of that time might otherwile make 
apon us. As, amongſt the rcelt, Roger 
HHoueden tells, that this King Rzc hank to 
raiſe himſelf a name, went about beezing 
aud buving verſes and flattering Rymes 
And by rewards jenticed over from France 
Singers and, Jefiers, to fing of him in the 
Streets And it was every where viven out, 
that there was not the like of tim, in the 
World azain, Fic ad augmentum © famar 
ſui Nominis, emendicata carmina, & rith- 
mos adulatoriss comparabat , & de regus 


(4) Phit: de Mens. 
Francorum 
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Fraycorum Cantores & Joculatores a/lexerat 
ut de illo canerent in Plateis, & dicebatur 
ubique quod non erat talts 1m orbe. 

bar theſe Sorg/ters and Feſters were 
brought trom Frarce 1s molt falſe. Fraxce 
had no preteniions thereabouts 1n thoſe 
days. thoſe Countreys were Fefs of the 
Empire. - Frederick I, had Enfeoffed Ra- 
mond Berenger ot the County of Provence, 
f orcalquiers, and places adjacent, as not 
long after Frederick I. inftall'd William au 


courb ne2, Prince of Orange, King of Arles: 


and Yrennes: which family had formerly 
poilcls-d Provence, As truly, he might 
have ſaid, they were brought from Spain : 
lor //Jefonſo King of Arragon, Count of 
Provence, Barceloxa, &c, had given and 
ſettlcd on his Son this County of Provence. 
It may be noted that about the ſame time 
that the Provenczal Poetry did flourith, 
did alſo ſpring up that ereſy of the 41b1- 
' genſes that ſo much alarm'd the Popiſh 
World, and colt fo many Cruſades to ſup- 
preſs them. FRamond Count of Tholouſe 
was the Protector of the Albigenſes, and 
was alto a principal Patron of theſe Poets. 
Guithem ot Ageulr, Albert of Siſteron, Ram- 
bald of Orange (names now reviv'd by the 
Duke of Savoy) and the like, were Pro- 


] 


vencial Poets ; All the Princes that were in 


league 
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league together to ſupport the A/b72enſes 
apainit France and the Pope, did encourage 
and patronize theſe Poets, amonglt the rc it 
a King of Arragos jolt Jus lite in the quar 
rel, at a Battel where Sino! Monfort gud 
command as chict of the Cruſade. 

From hence we may garher why the 
Monks were fo angry at thoſe Szngers and 
Feſters. And did not like that the King 
thould be fo familiar with them, 

One of them with King Richard was 
Anſelm Faydet, of whom 'Fetrarch. 


-- Anſelmo 
© mille altti nevid;: a cut 14 lis 744 
Lancia & ſpada fu ſempre, & [c udo & elro 


I ſaw, with many ethers, Anſelm there, 

Ilhoſe tongue was ſhield and belmet, awd 
( and ſpear. 

This Anſelm was,wont to write ( omedtes, 
and Tragedies; which in his own Country 
ne could fell tor 2 or 3000 /ivres Turnois ; 
and ſome for more : And had feveral aG ei 
at his own charge. Atter King Richard 
death, he married a Nun, a Dame of qi, 
lity, out of a Nunnery at 47x. And f- 
ter weat to live with the Marqueſs of 3/-» 
ferrat, who took part with the Count 11 
Tholouſe : And to him Anſe/m ventur'd : 
F 2 thow 


he Du i ms Ae en us Gaara. — 
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v a Comedy, which till then he had 

ws ſecret from every body : and there 
24) 1t ated. 

'!n one cf his Poems he deſcribes the Pa- 

: Of Love, his Court, his State, his 

cr, which Petrarch changid, and fa- 
ion'd to his mind; and calls it, in his 
BOK, 21 trinmfo di amore. 

Another of theſe Jeffers was Foachet of 
"larſeriies, who upon the death of King 
Richard, went home, turn'd Monk, and 
roſ; tobe Archbiſhop of Zholouſe. ante 
has himin his Paradiſe, and Petrarch of 
him 


n thus 


1; 
Hi 
; BE 
Fo 
' 
fi 


Fol:hetto: cla Marfilia il nome ha dato, 
SG 1 Genova tolto : © al eſtremo 
(angio, per miglior patria, habito & ſlats. 


Another of theſe ( with Jeffrey King R:- 
chard's Brother ) was Jeffrey Rudel, of 
whom Petra: ch, | 


Graitre Rurlel, <* ufo la wvelae | remo 
2 cercir la (ua PIOLTI E-=-- 


Whilſt this Poet was with our Prince 
#efrrey, he was told, by Pilgrims that came 
from the Foly Land, fomany fine things of 
tic Counteſs of Tripoly, that he could ſtay no 
longer. He 


F204 

He puts on a Pilgrims Weeds, takes 
Voyage to Tripoly, tell fick by the way, 
and ere he came a-thore was almoit dead. 
The Counteſs inform 4 of this Errantry,went 
to the Ship, rook him by the hand. He 
opened his Eyes, faid, Z7avzng ſeen her, he 
was ſatufied ; fo departed this lite. 

She made for hun a moſt ſplendid Fune- 
ral, provided him a Tomb ot Porphyry, 
and his Epitaph in Arabick Verſe : And 
had his Sonnets all curiouſly copied over, 
and i|lumin'd, with Letters of Gold ; was 
taken with Melancholy, and turned Nun : 
wes of the Jorgs made in his Voyage, was 
EillsS : 


Trat, & dolent m'eu partray 

S'yeu non vey eft' amour de luench. 

e non ſay qu ouras la veyray, 

car ſon trop noſtras terras lnench. 
Dieu que fes tout quant veu, e way - 

e form a queſt" amour de luench, 

my don poder al cor, car hay 

eſper vezer Þ amour de luench. 
Segnour, tenes my per veray, 

[ amour qu' ay vers ella de latnch. 

car per un ben que m'en eſcha! 

ha mille mals tant ſoy de luench. 
Ja d'autre amour non janziray 

5'yeu nen jan deſt' amour de luench, 

F 4 q una 
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g'una plus bella non en ſq 
en lucc que fla, ny pres, ny luench, 


Sad and heavy ſhould T part, 
but for this Lowe ſo far away 
not knowing what my ways may thwart, 
my Native Land ſo far away. 

Thou that of all things Maker art, 
and form'ſt this Love ſo far away ; 
grve body's ſtrength, then ſhan't I ſtart, 
from ſeeing her fo far away, 

Flow true a Love to pure deſert, 
my Love to her fo far away / 
eas d once, a thouſand times I ſmart, 
whilſt, ah! ſhe s ſo far away. 

None other Love, none other Dart 
1 feel, but hers ſo far away, 
but fairer never touch'd an heart, 
thay hers that w ſo far away, 
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CHAP. VII. 


Savery de Mauleon a Provercial Poet. Teſtimony 
of him. King R.I. Hu Verſes when Priſoner 
in Auſtria, The Emperor Frederick Barba- 
roſla. His Poetry, Ramond Beringhier. Four 
Daughters, four Queens. Rob. Groſthead. Hu 
Provencial Poetry. Other Languages ſtubborn, 
Chaucer refin'd our Engliſh. Which in perfe&tion 
by Waller. His Poem on the Navy Royal,beyond 
all Modern Poetry in any Language. Before 
bim our Poets better -expreſſed their thoughts in 
Latin. Whence Hoveden might miſtake, and bus 
Malice. Ay ranſlation from Groſthead, The 
Harp a Muſick then in faſhion. Five Trageaies 
from Joan Queen of Naples. Forreigners all 
calfd French. : Plays by the Pariſh-Clerks of 
London. * What ander H. VIH. flouriſh under 
Queen Elizabeth. The Gorboduck. French 
anuch behind-hand with us. Tragedy, with us, 
but 4 ſhadow, | 


Avery de. Maulcon, mentioned in our 
Engliſh Hiſtories, is reckoned another 
of theſe Provencial Poets; of him an old 


* Bard, atong(t them,gave this Teſtimony : 


Douſfament fait motz & ſos 
116b amor que 18.4 vencut. 


(?) Gnilbem Briton, MSS. with Signzor Red;- 
Dol Sweetly 
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Sweetly could he ſay and fing. 
of Lowe, that me hath vanquiſhed. 


And the fame Author fays of King 
Richard, 


« 


Coblas a teiva faire adroitement 
pou wos oillez enten dompna gentilz. 


Stanza's he trimly could invent, 
wpon the Eyes of Lady gent. 


One Stanza, of a Song made by him, 
when a Priſoner in A»/tria, may ſerve for 


a taſte, X 


Or fachan ben mos homs, e mos Barons, 
Anglez, Normans, Peytawims, e Gafcons ; 


qu yeunes ay;ja fi paure Compagnon, 
que per aver lou laiſfeſs en preſon. 


Know ye, my Men, my Barons all, 
. in'England, and in Normandy, 
1; P-rters, and in Gaſcony, 

7 no Companion held ſo ſmall, 

To let him thus in trance lie. 


Our King Richard had:not the Expedient 
of the French King St, Lew, who;takerr Pri- 

- ſonerby the 'Sarazens, a gre 5 | 
Rs y 
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body for body, to the Infidels for his Ran- 
{om. 

Signior Rede, now with the great Duke 
0 "Tuſcany, tells us the Mss. with King 
Richard's Poetry (*), and many other of 
the Provencial Pocts are in his keeping. * 

This of the Emperor Frederzck I. is cur- 
rant every wherc. 


Plas my Cavallier Francez, 
e la donna ( ataliana, 

e | ourar Gynoez, 

e [1 Cour de Kaſtellana, 
lou Kantar Provenſales, 

e la danſa Trivyzana, 

e la corps Arrogonez 

e la perla Fulliana, 

les mans e Kara d' Angles, 
e lou donzel de Thuſcana. 


T like in France the Chivalry, 

The Catalonian Laſs for me, 

The Genoes for working well, 

But for a Court commend Caſtile. 

For Song, no Countrey to Provance, 
And Treves muſt carry t for a dance. 
The fineft ſhapes in Arragon, 

In Julters they ſpeak in Tune. 

t The Engliſh ſor an hand and face, 

. Por Beys, troth, Tuſcany 's the place. 
2 | (*) Redi Dithyrambick- 

7 They 
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They who have written the lives of the 
Provencial Poets, with King Richard, and | 7, 
the Emperor Frederick Barbaroſſa, give us 
alſo thelife of Ramond Count of Provence, 
memorable for his tour Daughters, marri- 
ed to ſo many Kings.. Margaret, to Lewis | T} 
King of : France, Elonor to our HI. 1IT, 
Sance, to Richard King of the Romans, 
Beatrice to Charles King of Naples and S- 
cily. On this occaſion, thus Dare. 


Quattro fizlie hebbe, & Craſcana reina 
RRamondo Beringhieri.--- 


Four lovely Daughters, each of thema Queen, 
Had Ramond Beringher.--- 


Neither were the Churchmen all of the 
fame Kidney with tle Monks : as may be 
gather'd from the famous Biſhop of Lzixcoln 
Rob. Groſthead; the moſt eminent in his 
time for Picty and Learning, and the Man 
of greateſt Authority, who when living | ge 
made the old Gentleman in St. Peters Chair | jn 
tremble, and the bare Ghoſt of him, after- Þ 
wards fo thumpt off the Pope, that he died | 
of the contuſion. He compos'd ſeveral | th 
treatiſes in this Provencial Ryme and Lan- | if 
guage. . . One of them, in Bodleys Library, | m 
bears this title - | 


Trattatus 


[ 


Traftatus in lingua Romana ſecundum Dons. 
Rob. Groſſcteſte Lincoln Ep. de Principis 
Creatiouts Mund:. 


The beginning 1s this - 


Ki penſe ben, ben peut dire : 
Sanz penſer ne poet ſoffire 
De nul bon oure Comencer 
Deu nos doint de li penſer 
De kr, par ki, en ki font 
Toz les bens ki font el mond. 


He that thinks well, we can ſay - 
Without thinking, nought he may 
Not a good work once begin, 

God wou'd have us think of him - 

From whom, by whom, i» whom are al 


The good thingswhich the World we call. 


This Provencial was the firſt, of the mo- 
dern languages, that yielded and chim'd 
in with the muſick and ſweetneſs of ryme 5 
which makingits way by Savoy to Mon- 
ferat; The Ttalians thence began to file 
their wvo/gare; And to fet their verſes all 
after the Chimes of Provence. Our Inter- 
marriages, and our Dominions thereabouts, 
brought us much ſooner acquainted mw 

their 
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their Tongue and Poetry ? And they, with 
us, thar would write verſe, as King R- 
chard, Sawery de Mauleon, and Rob, Groſtead, 


finding the Engliſh ſtubborn and unweildy, 
fell readily to that of Provence, as more 


glib, and lighter on the Tongue. But 


they whoartempted verſe in Engliſh, down 
till Chaucers time, madean heavy pudder, 
and are always miſerably put to't for a 
word to clink : which commonly fall fo 
awkard, and unexpeCedly as dropping from 
the Clouds by fome Machige or Mira- 
cle. 

Chaucer found an Herculean labour on 
his Hands ; And did perform to Admira- 
tion, He ſeizes all Provencal, French or 
Latin that came in his way, gives them a 
new garb and livery, and mingles them 
amongſt our Engliſh: turns our Engliſh, 
gowty, or ſaperannuated, to place in their 


room the foreigners, fit for ſervice, train'd 


and accuſtomed to Poerical Diſcipline, 

But tho' the Italian reformation wasbe- 
gun and fimſhed well nigh at the ſame time 
by Beccace, Danie, and Petrarch. Our 
language retain 'd fomerhing of the churl ; 
ſomerhig of che Stiff and Gothiſhdid ſtick 
upon i, till long after Chaucer. 

Chaucer threw in Latin, French, Proven- 
cial, and other Languages, like new Stum 


to 
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to raffe a Fermentation; In Queen Eliza» 
beth's time it grew fine, but came not toan 
Head and Spirit, did not ſhine and ſparkle 
till Mr.Wa/er ſet it a running And one may 
obſerve by his Poem on the Navy, Av. 1632, 
that Nos the language only, but His Poe- 
try then diſtiagguih'd him from all his con- 
temporaries, both in Zng/and and in other 
Nations; And from all before him up» 
wards to Horace and Yirgi/, For there, 
beſides the Language Clean and Majeſtick, 
ihe Thoughts new, and noble ; the Verſe 
ſweet, ſmooth, full and ſirong; the turn 
of the Poem is happy to Admiration. The 
firſt lne, with all that follow in order, 
leads to the conclufion, all bring to the 
ſame point and centre, 


To bis own choſen more indalgent, He 
Dares truſt ſuch power with ſo much piety. 


Here is both Zower and Yirg:/ ; the fors 
tis Achilles, and the pius AEnca, in the 
perſon he Compliments, and the greatneſs 


1s owing to his Vertue, The Thought and 


Application is moſt Natural, Juſt, and true 
in Poetry, tho' in fat, and really, He might 
have no more fortitude or piety, than ano- 
ther body. For the repairing then of Pauls 
gave a reaſonable colour for his Piety ; _ 
that 
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that Navy Royal might well give him the 
pre-eminence in power, above Achrlles. 
whoever before that time, -* tos the ſame 
thoughts in Latinand in Englith verſe ; the 
former always had the advantage ; the ex- 
preſſion being more lively, free, elegant, 
and eafie: Whereas in the Engliſh ſome 
thing or other was ſtill amiſs ; force or af- 
fecation, poverty or ſuperfluity mangling 
or diſguiſing, pinching or 'encombring it. 

Amongſt the names for-theſe Provencial 
Poets in their own Countrey, they were 
call'd Troubadours, Jeongleors, and Chan- 
terres, the laſt word is not forreign to our 
Cathedrals, the ſecond Roger Hoveden ren- 
der'd Foculatores,as we may turn the firſt ro 
Trompeters, but the Troubadoars, or Tro- 
verres were ſo named from their Invention, 
as we ſay treſor troue, and the Italians call 
them Trovatore ; And Jongleors was given 
them from ſome Mufical inſtrument chen 
in uſe, as the Greek or Latin, that were 
call'd Lyrick Poets. So our Rob. of Gro- 
fthead might then be a Forgleor, from his 
delight in the Harp, as we find in a pre- 
face to one of his Books in Bodleys Library, 
part of whichis rhis. | 


Foz lewed men y undyrtoke, 
Jn Englyſh Tonge to make this Boke 7 
02 
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4 


) 


(3: ) 
Fo: many beyn of ſeeche manere 
That Talys and Rymys wple blethly here. 


In Gamys and Feſtys and at the alc 
Love men to leſtene trotonale. 

To alle Cryſiyn men under Sunne 
And to gode men of 1Bzunne, 

And ſpecially alle by name 

The felawſhepe of Symp2ynghame 

Robert of Bzunne gretpth zow. 


The Zers of Grace fpl than to be 
A thouſand and thzee hund2ed and thice 


Yn that tyme turned ey thys 
In Engliſh Tonge out of Frankys. 


I ſhall 3ow teller as y have herd 
Of the byſſhop Seynt Roberd 


Þys name ys Eroſteſte 
Dk Lyncolne ſo leyth the geſle 


He lovede moche to here the Barp —— 


The Harp, it ſeems, was 1n reputation 
at that time; And in Provence might bg 
no hindrance to their matcers of Piety ; nor 
be ul Muſick for the A/b:gen/es, and the 

G iHeref:, 
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( 32) 
Flerefie of Lions, They had their Godly 
Romances, their Turneament of Antichriſt, 
and Fantamarie del Paganeſmo, and the like. 
Seme wrote the Wars and Prowels of ſe- 
veral Kings and Princes, the King of Ar/es 
againſt the Saracens, /a guerra deil; Baul- 
ſenſt, the War of the Princes of Baulx ( the 
Prince of Orange's Family, &c. ) bur Co- 
medy and Tragedy was what molt of them 
otter dat in their way. 

The tamous Foan, Queen of Naples, gave 
{ubject, to one of the laſt of thoſe Poets, 
tor five Tragedies : call'd by him, 1. The 
Andreaſſa. 2. The Taranta. 3. The Ma- 
zorichina. 4. The Alemanna, from An- 
dreas, froma Prin&e of Taranto, a Prince of 
Maiorca, a German Prince ( of the Houſe 
of Brunſwich ) her four Husbands, mur- 
der'd by her. 5. Giovannella, from her 
own juſt and ignominious cataſtrophe. 

By all this Hiſtory we ſee the aſſertion 
of Campane/a was not without foundation. 
And tor the ſame caufe our Monks might 
well be jealous of King &:chard, and diſlike 
in our other Kings, about thar time, their 


great Corrcſpondenceand Alliances in Pro- 


VENce, 
So the great cry in ZZeyry the HI. time 


( who with his Brother Richard, had Mar- 
ried 


( 3; ) 
ried two of the Daughters of that Count 
of Provence, was againſt the French: ( by 
that name noting all Forreigners.-- - ) 


*Ta remue the Frenſſe men to libbe beyond fc, 
35t hor londs her and ther,and ne come noght age. 


And to granti God laws and the old Charter alſo, 
That ſo ofte was igranted er, and ſo offe unvo. 


And yet from this Marriage, ſprang tho: 
our Kiogs which afterwards conquere. 
France. 

Theſe refleions have drawn me too tor 
beyond my purpoſe, which was only to 
treat of dramatick repreſentations. ( e) Ot 
which kind Srow tells us that in the time of 
R. IT. Anu. 1391. the Pariſh Clerks of Lon- 
don AQcd a Play at the Skinners Well by 
Smithfield, which laſted three days ; and 
was of Matters from Adam and Eve. An: 
in Ff IV. his time, Aun. I 40g. another 
was repreſented at the ſame place, whicl: 
held eight days. 

From this, and what was noted before 
in France and [taly, we may gather that 
the Ol Teſtament, Chriſts Paſſion, anc! the 
Atts of the Apoſtles, were the ordinary cn- 

* Rob, Gloc. Mss. Cotton. (e) Survey of London, 

b'-2 tertainment 
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(84) 
'ertainment on the Stage, all Europe over, 
for an hundred year or two, of our greateſt 
1norance and darkneſs. But that in England 
we had been uſed to another ſort of Plays 
in the beginning of ZZ. VII}. Reign may be 
feen from that of the * Laureat on Cardinal 
woolſey : 


Like Pahound in a Play 3 
No man dare him with ſay. 


And in the ſame reign we find printed 
the Interludes of Fobu Heywood. But ear- 
ly under Queen Elizabeth, our dramatick 
Poctry grew to ſomething of a juſt ſym- 
metry and proportion in 1566. Geo. Gaſ- 
Coigne of Grays-Inn tranſlated the Suppoſes, 
from Ario/lo, which was there acted : as 
alſo his Fecaſ{a Engliſthed from Euripides, 
the Epilogue witten by Chy. Telverton. 

And aficr that were reckon'd for Come- 
Gy, Eduard Farl of Oxford; for Tragedy 
amongſt others, Thomas Lord of Buchurſt, 
whoſe Gorboduck is a fable, doubtleſs, bet- 
ter turn'd ior Tragedy, .than any on this 
ſide the Alps in his time 5 and might have 
Leen a better direfion ro Shakeſpear and 
Ben. Johnſon than any guide they have had 
the luck to follow. Here 

* Skeltoy. 
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Flere is a King, the Queen, and their two 
Sons. The King divides bis Realm, and 


arves tf betwixt his two Sons, They quar- 


rel. The Flder Brother Kills the Tounge, * 
Which provokes the Mother to Kill the EF 
der. Thereupon the King Kills the Mother» 
And then to make a cl:ir Stage the people 
riſe and diſpatch ol4 Gorboduck. 

It is obje&ted by our Neighbours agualt 
rhe Engliſth,that wedelight in bloody {peCta- 
cles. Our Pocts wio have not imitated 
Gerboduck in the regularity and roundneſs 
of the deſign, have not failed on the Theatre 
ro give us the arrocite and blood, enough 
in all Conſcience. From this time Drama- 
tick Poetry began ro thrive with us, 29d 
{l>uriſh wendertully. The French contet5 
they had notiing in this kind conitderabie 
till 1635. that the Acz2demy Royal was 
funded. Long betore which time we had 
from Shateſpear, Fletcher, and Bex. Fohn- 
ſon whole Volumes; at tliis day in poſſeſſion 
of the Stage, and ated with greater ap- 
plauſe than ever. Yct aiter all, | tear what 
Quintilian pronounced concerning the Ro- 
man Comedy, may as juſtly be faid of Eng- 
liſh Tragedy: [« Trage1ia maxime claudjca- 
mus, vix levem conſequimur umbram. In 
Tragedy we come ſhort extreamly; hardly 
have wea ſlender ſhadow of it, CHAP. 


» 
4 
fog, pas > ns Om ne I MY rae og ne > 4 _ Nw 
; > * 
n * 
- Ld LI OO 


o— we ou 


"Y 
A 
—— 
”y my 
"8. 3» 
a > 


© 
- 


(36 ) 


CHAP. V. 


Othello. More of a piece. tn Tragedy four parts. 
Fable, the Ports part, Cinthio's Wovels. 
Ochello altered for the worſe. Marriage, ab- 
furd, forbidden by Horace. Fable of Othello. 
Uſe and Application. Othe!lo's Love powder. 
High-German Doftor. Venetians odd tajte of 
things, Their Women fools. © Employ Strangers, 
Hate the Moors, Characters. Nothing of the 
Moor in Othello, of a Venetian in Deſdemona. 
Of a Souldtey 11 Jago. The Souldiers Charatter, 
by Horace. What by Shakeſpear. Agamem- 
non. Verettans no ſenſe of Jealouſie. Thoughts, 
in Othello, in a Horſe, or Maſtiff, more ſenſibly 
expreſt, Ill Manners, Outragions to a Noble- 
man, to Flumanity. Addreſs, in telling bad 
news. In Princes Courts. In Ariſtophanes. 
In Rabelais. Venetian Senate, Their Wiſ- 
dom, 


Rom all tzeIragediesadted on our Eng- 
| lifh Stage,07ello 1s fard to bear theButl 
away. The Sxljed 15 more ot a piece, 
and there is indeed ſomething like, there 1s, 
aS it were, fome phantom of a Fable. The 
Fable salways accounted the Soul of Tra- 
gedy. And 1t is the Fable which is pro- 
perly the Poets part. Becauſe the other 
| thice 


(87) 
three parts of Tragedy, to wit the Cha- 
rafters are taken from the Moral Philoſo- 
pher ; the rhoxghts or ſence, from them 
that teach Aherorick : And the laſt part, 
which is the expreſſion, we learn from the 
Grammarians. 

This Fable is drawn troma Novel, com- 
pos'd in Italian by Gzraldi Cinthio, who alſo 
was a Writer of Tragedics. And to that 
uſe employ d ſuch of his Tales, as he judg; 
ed proper for the Stage. Burt with this oi 
the Moor, he mcdd1I'd no farther. 

Shakeſpear alters it trom the Original in 
ſeveral particulars, but always, untortu- 
nately, for the worſe, He beſtows a name 
on his Moor ; and ſtyles him the Moor ot 
Venice : a Note of. pre-eminence, whic!i 
neitherHiſtory nor Heraldry canallow him. 
Cinthio, who knew him beſt, and whoſc 
creature he was, calls him fimply a Moor. 
We ſay the Piper of Srrasburgh ; the Jew 
of Florence ; And, if you pleaſe, the Findar 
of Wakefeld : all upon Record, and me- 
morable in their Places. But we ſee no 
ſuch Cauſe for the Moors preferment to 
that dignity. And it is an affront to all 
Chroniclers, and Antiquaries, to top up- 
on 'um a Moor, withthat mark of renown, 
who yet had never faln within the Sphere 
of their Cogniſance. G 4 Then 
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Then is the. Moors Wife, from a {imple 
Crizen, in C:nthio, dreis d up with her 
:Fop knots, and rais'd to be Deſdemona, a 
Senators Daughter. All this is very ſtrange; 
Ard theretere pleaſes fuch as refle& not on 
2e improbability. This march night well 


be wwhout the Parents Conent. Ofid FHo- 


rz e long ago forbad tiic Banks, 


S-4 non ut? placidis Coeant irmmitia, non ut 
Serpentes avibus geminentur, tigribus agut. 


'Ihe Fable. 


() hello, a Blackmoor ( aptain, by talk- 
inz of his Prow?fs and Feats of War, 
makes Deluemona a Sevators Daughter 10 
te in love with him; and to be married to 
him, without her Parents knowledge ; And 
having preferred Caſſio, to be his Lieute- 
raut, ( a place which bis Fufign Jago ſued 
for ) Jago in revenge, works the Moor into 
a YJealouſy that Callio Cuckolds him : which 
he effetts by ſtealing and convey ing a certain 
Handkerchi:-f, which had, at the. Wedding, 
been by the Moor preſented to his B ide. 
Hereupon, Othello axd Jago plot the Deaths 

if 
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of Deſdemona and Caſlio, Othello Murders 
her, and ſoon after is corvinced of her Inno- 
cence. And as be is about to be carried ts 
Priſon, in order to be punill/d for the Mur- 
der, He kills himſelf. 

What ever rubs or difficulty may ſtick 
on the Bark, the Moral, ſure, ot this Fable 
1s very inſtructive. 

i. Firſt, This may be a caution to all 
Maidens oj Quality how, without their Pa- 
rents content, they run away with black- 
amocrs. 

Dt non accompaguare con huomo, cui /a 
natura & il cielo, © 11modo della vita, d./- 
giunge da not, Cinthio. 

Secon:!ly, This may be a warning to all 
good Wives, that they look well to their 
Linnen, | 

Thirdly, This may be a leſſon to Huſ- 
bands, that before their Jealoutie be Tragh- 
cal, the proofs may be Mathematical. 

Cinthio affirms that She was not over. 
come by a Womaniſh Appetite, bat by the 
Vertue of the Moor. I: muſt bea good-na- 
tur'd Reader that takes Cz»thio's word in 
this caſe, tho' in a Novel. Shakeſpear, who 
is accountable both to the Eyes, and to the 
Ears, And to convince the very heart of 
an Audience, ſhews that Deſdemona was 
won, 
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won , by hearing Othello talk , 
Othello. ; | 
- --:T ſpake of moſt diſaſlrous chances, 
of Moving accidents, by flood and field; 
of hair-breadth ſcapes #th' imminent deadly 
of being taken by the inſolent foe; (breach; 
and ſold to ſlavery : of my redemption thence; | 
aud portents in my Travels Hiſtory : 
wherein of Antars vaſt, and Deſarts idle, 
rough Quarries, Rocks, and Hills, whoſe heads 
( touch Heaven, | 
It was my hint to ſpeak, ſuch was my proceſs : | 
and of the Cannibals that each others eat : 
the Anthropophagi, avd men whoſe heads 
do grow beneath their ſhoulder s---- 


tn © wowed BY 


This was the Charm, this was the philtre, | 
the love-zowder that rook the Daughter 
of this Noble Vener!an. This was ſuffici- 
ent to make the Black-amoor White, and 
reconcile all, tho' there had been a Cloven- 
foot into the bargain, 

A meaner woman might be as-ſoon ta- 
ken by Aqua Tetrachymazogor. 


Nodes, Cataratts, Tumours, Chilblains, 
Carnoſity , Shankers, or any Cant 1n 
the Bill of an High-German Dottor 
is as good fuſtian Circumſtance, and 

45 
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a5 likely to charm a Senators Daughter. 
But, it ſeems, the noble Venetians have 
an, other {ence of things. The Doge him- 
{elit tells us; 


Doge. / think this Tale wou d wi; my 
Daughter t00. 


Horace tells us, 


Tatererit Multum: ----- | 
Colchus an Afſyrics, Thebis wutritus , an 
Argis. 


Shakeſpear in this Piay calls em the ſu- 
perſubtle venetians. Yet examunc through- 
out the Tragedy tacreis nuthing in the no- 
ble Deſdemona, that is not below any Coun- 
trey Chamber-maid With us, 

And the account hegives of their Noble 
men and Senate, can only be calculated for 
the latitude of Gorham. 

The CharaGter of that State is to employ 
ſtrangers in their Wars ; But ſhaila Poet 
thence fancy that they will ſera Negro to 
be thcir General ; or truſt a AZoor to detend 
them againſt the Turk 2 With us a Black-a- 
moor might riſe to be a Trumpeter ; but 
Shakeſpear would not have him leſs than a 

Licutenant- 
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Lieutenant- Geners!. With us a Mocr might 
marry ſome lift! drab, or Smzll-coal 


Wench : Sha#--j::r, would provide him 
the Daughtry 204) Herr of ſome great Lord, 
or Privvy-{ouncePVor : And ail rhz Town 
ſhou'drcc{con it a very ſuitable match: Vet 
the Env {:'!) arc not bred ub with that hatred 
and av<cri.vn to the Moors, as are the Ve- 
netians, vwhoſutter by a perpetual Hoſtility 
from them, 


I ittora liitoribus contraria --- 


Nothing is more odious in Nature than 
an improvable lye; And, certainly, ne- 
ver was any Play fraught, like this of O- 
thello, with improbabihties. 

The (harat-rs or Manners, which are 
the ſecond part in a Tragedy, are not leſs 


unnatural and improper, than the Fable was 


improbable and abſurd, 

Othe//o1s made a Venetian General. We 
ſee nothing done by him, nor related con- 
cerning him, that comports with the condi- 
tion of a General, or, indeed, of a Man, 
unleſs the killing himſelf, ro avoid a death 
the Law was about ro inflict upon him. 
When his Jeaiouſy had wrought him up to 
a reſolution of's taking revenge for the 


ſup- 
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ſuppos'd injury, He ſets Fago to the fight- 
ing part, to kill Cafto ; And chuſes him- 
ſelt to murder the filly Woman his Wife, 
that was like ro make no reſiſtance. 

His Love and his Jealouſie are no part of 
a Souldicrs Character, unleſs tor Comedy. 

But what is molt intolerable is Fago. He 
is noBlack-amoor Souldier,ſo we may be fure 
he ſhould be like other Souldiers of our ac- 
quaintance; yer never 1n 1]ragedy, nor in 
Comedy, nor in Nature was a Soujdier with 
his CharaQer; take it in the Authors own 
words 5 


Em. --- ſome Eternal Villain, 

Some bufie, and inſinuating Rogue, 

Some cogg ing couzeningSlavegtoget ſome Office, 
Florace Delcribes a Souldier 0th-rwile : 


Impiger,iracundus,inexorabils, acer. 


Shakeſpear knew his Charater of Fago 
was inconliſtent. In this very Play he pro- 
nounces, : 


If thou doſt deliver more or leſs than Truth, 
Thou art no Souldier.--- 


This 
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This he knew, but to entertain the Au- 
dience with ſomething new and ſurpriſing, 
againſt common ſenſe, and Nature, he 
would paſs upon us a cloſe, diflembling, 
falfe, infinuating raſcal, inſtead of an open- 
hearted, frank, plain-dealing Souldter, a 
character conſtantly worn by them for 
ſome thoufands of years in the World. 

* Tiberius (@ſar had a Poet Arraign'd 
for his Lite : becauſe Agamemnon was 
brought on the Srage by him, witha cha- 
racter unbecoming a Souldier. 

Our E£E»/igns and Subalterns, when dif- 
guſted by the Captain , throw up their 
Commuttions, bluſter, and are bare-fac'd. 
Fago, I hope, 1s not brought on the Stape,, 
in 2 Red-Coat. I know not what Tivery 
the Venetians wear : but am ſure they hold 
not theſe conditions to be a/a ſoldatefea. 


Non fra eoli perfare la vendetta con infidie, 
ma con la ſpada in mano. Cinthio. 


Nor is our Poet more difcreet in his De/- 
demoya, He had choſen a Soukdter' for 
his Knave: And a Venetian Lady is tobe 
the Fool. | - ods 

This Senators Danghter runs away to 

* Sucton 10 Ti. 
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( a Carricrs Inn ) the Sagzttary, with a 
Black-amoor : is no ſooner wedded to 
him, but the very night ſhe Beds him, is 
importuning and teizing him tor a young 
ſmock-fac'd Lieutenant, Caſſia. And tho' 
ſhe perccives the Moor Jealous of Ca/jio, yet 
will the nor torbear, but ſtill rings Caſſo, 
Caſo in both his Ears. 

Roderigo is the Cully of Jago, brought 
in to be murder'd by Jago , that Jago's 
hands might be the more in Blood, and be 
yet the more abominable Villain : who 
withoft that was too wicked on all Con- 
ſcience; And had more to anſwer tor, than 
any Tragedy, or Furies could iwflict upon 
him. Sothere canbe nothing in the cha 
ratters, either for the profit, or to delight 
an Audience. 

The third thing tobe conſider'd is the 
Thaughts, But from ſuch Charxatters, we 
need not expect many that are either true, 
or fine, or noble. 

And without theſe, thai is, without 
{ente- or meaning, the fourth part of TIra- 
gedy, Which is the expre/j1on can hardly 
deſerve to be treated on diſtinctly. The 
verſe rumbling inour Ears are of good uſe to . 
help off the action. 

Ia the Neighizg of an Horſe, or in the 

growling 
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growling of a Maſtiff, there is a meaning, 


there 1s as lively expreſſion, and, may I 


ſay, more humanity, than many rimes 
in the Tragical flights of Shakeſpear. 

Step then amongſt the Scenesto obſerve 
the Condudt in this Tragedy. 

The firſt we ſee are Fago and Roderigo, 
by Night in the Streets of Yenzce. Afer 
growl:ing a long tune 'together, they *rc- 
folve to tell Brahantio that his Daughter 


is run away with the Black-a-moor. --Fago- 


and Roderigo were not of quality tobefatni- 
liar with Brabantio,nor had any provocation 
from him, ro deſervea rude thing at their 
hands. Brabantio was a Noble Venetian 
one of the Sovereign Lords, and principal 
perſons in the Government, Peer - to the 
moſt Serene Doge, one attended with more 
ſtare, ceremony and pun@illio, than any 
Engliſh Duke, or Nobleman in - the Go- 
verament will pretend to. This misfor- 
rune in his Daughter is ſo prodigious, ſo 
tender a point, as might puzzle the fineſt 
Wit of the moſt ſuperſubrle Venetian to 
touch upon it, or break the diſcovery to 
her Father. See then how delicately 
Shakeſpear minces the matter : | 

Rod. What ho, Brabantio, Signior Braban- 
tio, 0. | 


' Jago., 
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Jago. Awake, what ho, Brabantio, 
Thieves, thieves, thieves : : 
Look to your Houſe, your Daughter, and your 
Bags 
Thieves, thieves. 
Brabantio at a Window. 

Bra. What us the reaſon of thus terrible 
ſummons ? 

IWhat i the matter there ? 

Rod. Signtor, is all your Family within ? 

Jago. Are your Doors lockt 2? 

Bra, Why, wherefore ask you this ? 
your Gown, 

Jago. Sir, youare robb'd, for ſhame put on 
Tour Heart is burſt, you have loſt half yeur Soul, 
£ven now, very now, an old black Ram 
Ts tapping your white Ewe : ariſe, ariſe, 
Awake the ſnorting Citizens with the Bell, 
Or elſe the Devil will make a Grand/ire of 

you, ariſe I ſad. 


Nor have they yet done, amongſt other 
ribaldry, they tell him. 


Jago. Sir, you are one of thoſe that will 
not ſerve God, if the Devil bid you; becauſe 
we come to do you ſervice, you think us Rugfi- 
ans, you le have your Daughter covered with 
a Barbary Stallion. Tou'le have your Nephews 
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10i7h to you ; you le bave Courſers for Conſins, 
and WrEnners for Germans. 
Bra. I hat proj hane wretch art thou? 
Jago. / am ene, Sir, that come to tell 
votty your Daughter aud the Moor, are now 
making the Beaſt with tws backs, 


In formcr days ticre wont to be kept 
at the Courts ot Princes ſome body in a 
Fools Coat, that in pure fimplicity might 
let flip fomeihing, which made way tor 
the ill news, and blunted the ſhock, which 
otherwite migltt have come too violent up- 
on the party. 

Ariſtophanes puts Nicias and Demoſthenes 
inthe diſguiſe of Servants, that they might, 
without indecency, be Drunk; And Drunk 
he muſt make them that they might with- 
our reſervelay open the Arcana of State ; 
And the Knavery of their Mini/ters. 

Afier King Francis had: been taken Pris 
foner at Pavia. Rabelatis tells of a Drun- 
ken bout between Gargantua and Fryer 
Fohn; where the valiant Fryer, bragging 
over his Cups, amongſt his other fl:ghts, 


 fays he, Fad Tlivdin the, days of Jeſus 


Chriſt, I would ha' guarded Mount Olivet 
that the Jews fhould never ha" tane him. 
The Devil fetch me, if I would not have 

ham- 
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ham ſtring 'd thoſe My. poles, that after 
their good SUppe F, YaR Away fo jerrvui!) and 
left their Maſter to fhift for Pimſelf, I hate 
a Man {bould run away, when he [hould play 
at ſharps. Pox on't, that I ſhou'd not be 
/iing of France for an hundred years or two. 
I -wou'd curtail all our French Dogs that ran 
away at Pavia. 

Thisis addreſs, this is truly Satyr,where 
the preparation 1s ſuch, that the thing prin- 
cipally defigt'd, falls in, as it only were 
of courſe. 

But Shakeſpear ſhews us another fort of 
addreſs, his manners and good breeding 
muſt not be like the reſt of the Civil World. 
Brabantio was not in Maſquerade, was not 
Incognito z Jago well knew his rank and Cig- 
nity. 


Jago. The Magnifico is much Fc lover, 
Andhath in his effeF, a woice potential 
As doulle as the Duke------ 


But beſides the Manners to a Magnifico, 
lumanity cannot bear that an old Gentle- 
man .inhis misfortune ſhould be inſulted 
over with ſuch a rabble of Skoundrel lan- 
guage, when no cauſe. or provocation, 
Yet thus it is on our Stage, this 1s our 
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School of good manners, and the Speculum 
Vite. 

But our Magzifico is here in the dark, nor 
are yet his Robes on : attend him to the 
Senate houſe, and there ſee the difference, 
ſee the effetsof Purple. 

So, by and by, we find the Duke of 
Yexice with -his- Senators in Councel, at 
Midnight, upon advice that the Turks, or 
Ottamires, or both: rogether, were ready 
in tranſport Ships, put to Sea, in order 
to. make a Deſcent upon Cyprus. This is 
the poſture, when we ſee Brabantzo, and 
Othefio join them: By their * Condutt and 
manner of talk, a body muſt ſtrain hard to 
faney- the Scene -at Fevice; Andnot rather 
in ſome of our Cinq-ports, where the Baily 
and his  Fiſher-men ' are © knocking' their 
heads rogether on account of fome Whale ; 
or ſome terrible broil upon the Coaſt. 
But to ſhew them true Venetians, the Ma- 
ritime affairs ſtick' not long on their hand 
thepublick may-ſiok or ſwim. They will 
ſit upall night ro hear a Doctors Commons, 
Matrimonial, Cauſe. And have the Merits 
of the Cauſe at-large laid open to 'em, that 
they may decide it before they Stir. What 
can be pleaded to keep awake their atten- 
tlon ſo wonderfully ? 

— Never 
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Never, ſure, was form of pleading fo 

tedious and ſo heavy, as this whole Scene, 

and midnight entertainment. Take his 
own words - ſays the Reſpondeyt. 


Oth. Moſt potent, gy reverendSigniors, 
My very noble, and approv'd good Maſters : 
That I have tane away this old mans Daughter 
It 1s moſt true : true, ] have Married ber, 
The very front and head of my offending, 
Hath this extent, no more : rude I am i1n my 
ſpeech. 

And little bleft with the ſet phraſe of peace, 
For fence theſe Arms of mine had ſeven years pith, 
Till now ſome nine Moous waſjed,they have us d 
Thezr deareſt atlion inthe Tented Field: 
Andlittle of thus great Worl4 can I ſpeak, 

| More than pertains to Broils and Battail, 
And therefore little ſhall I grace my Cauſe, 

In ſpeaking of my ſelf:yet by your gracious patience 
I would a round unraviſh d Tale deliver, 
Of my whole courſe of love, what drags, what 
charms 

What Gonjuration, and what mighty Mazick, 
( for ſuch proceedings am I charg d withal ) 

1 won his Daughter. 


All this is but Preamble, tote)l the Cgurt 
that He wants words. "This was th: Elo- 
H 3 quence 
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quenee which kept them up all Niglit, and 
drew their attention, 1n thc midſt of their 
alarms. 

One might rather think the novelty, 
and ſtrangeneſs of the caſe prevail d upon 
them - no, the Senators do not reckon it 
ſirange at al, Inſtead of itarting at the 
Prodigy, every one 15 familiar with. Deſ- 
demona, as he were her own oatural Father, 
rcjoice in er good fortune, and wiſh their 
own ſeveral Daughters as hopefully mar- 
ried. Should the Poet have provided ſuch 
a2 Husband tor an only. Daughter of any no- 
ble Pecr in EF gle 74 2d, the Plack-amoor muſt 
have caang'd his Sin, to look our Houſc 
oi Lords in the Face, 

Eon 15 noted. 1n Aripopbant es for 
tetting Niobebe two or three 4s on the 
Stage, beiorc ihe ſpeaks. Our Noble Ve- 
netian, ſure, 15 inthe other more unnatu-* 
ral extreme, His words flow in abun- 
dance ; no Bytter-Quean can be more, Ja- 
Vith. Nay: : he 1s tor talking ol State-Aft- 
{airs tO0, above any body : 


Bra, Plzaſe it yoar Grace, on to the State 
Affarrs--- 


Yet 1s this Sralantio ſeniible of his a 
il: on. ; 


( 103 ) 
flitioo ; before the end of the Play tus 
Heart breaks, he dics. 


Gra. Poor D:(demona, T1 am 2!ad4 thy Fa 
ther's deatl, 


Thy match was mertal to him, and pure grief 


Shore his old thread in twain---- 


A third part in 2 Tragedy is the Thowghts: 
from Venctians, Noblemen, and Senacors, 
we may expe&t fle Thoughts. Here 1s a 
tryal otsk1ll : for a parting blow, the Date, 
and Brabantio Cap ſentences, Where then 
ſhall we ſeck for the Thoughts, it we let 
lip this occaſion 2 ſiys the Duke : 


Duk: Let me ſpeak hke your ſelf and ly 2 

Sentence, 
Which like a grcefe or fiep,may help theſe lovers 
Into your favour. 
When remedies are paſt the grief is ended, 

By ſeetng the worſl which late on | pes depended, 
To mourn a nuſchief that is paſt and gone, 

Is the next way to draw more miſchief on ; 
What caunot be preſery'd when Fortune takes, 
Patience her mjury a Mocker makes. 


'The rob'd that ſmiles, ſteal: ſomethiug from a 


( Th, F. 
He robs himſelf. rhat ſp nds an hopeleſs grief 
i rY «+ Bi | 
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Bra. So let the Turk of Cyprus us beguile 
We loſe it not fo long as we can ſmiles 
He bears the ſentence wel}, that nothing bears 
Br:t the free comfort whic from theace be hears, 
But he vcars both the ſentence and the ſorrow, 
That t» pay grief muſt of poor patience borrow : 
Theſe Sentences to Sugar, or to Gall, 
Being ſtrong on both jedes are equivocal; 
But words are —_ I never yet did hear, 
Teas, the bruts'd Heart was pierced through 
the 4udls 


Befeech you now to zhe affairs of \ State. 


How far wou'd the Queen of Sheba have 
trave!l'd to hear tlie Wildom of our Noble 
Venetians? or is not our * Brentford a Vene- 
7i2n Colony, for methinks their talk is the 
very ſame? 


w hat ſays Prince Yolſcius ? 
__ Volſeis, 
IWhat ſhall I do, what conduEt ſball 1 find 
To lead me through this twy light of my min? 


What favs Amarylis : 

Ama. 1 hope its ſlow beginning will porteud 
A forward exat to all future E0ds 

ky * Renearlal,, 


Waat 
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What ſays Prince Pretty-man ? 


Pre. Was ever Son yet brought to thu difireſy, 
Tobe, for being a Son, made Fatherleſs > 
Ah. you juſt Gods, rob me not of a Father, 
The being of a Son take from me rather. 


Pauurge, ſadly perplexed, and trying 
all the means in the World, tobe well ad- 
viſed, 1n that knotty point wherhey he ſbould 
Marry, or no; Among{t the reſt, conſults 
Raminigrobsu, an old Poet ; as one belong- 
ing to 4po/o ; And from whom he might 
expect ſomething like an Oracle. And he 


was not diſappointed. From Raminigrubis 


he had this Anſwer : 


Prenez Ia, ne la prenez pas." 

S: vous la prenez, cet bien fait. 

S: ne la prenez, en effet 

Ce ſera ouvre par compas. 

Gallopez, mat allez le pas. 

Reeatler, entres y de fait. 
Prenez la, ne, 


Take, or not take hey, off or on : 
Handy dandy is your Lot. 
When he; name you write, you blot. 
- | 'T's 
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'Tis mndone, when all is done, 
Ended, eve it 1s begun. 
MNewer Gatlop whilfl you Trot. 
Set not forward, when yourun, 
ior be ſingle, tho alone, je 
Take, or not take her, off, or on. 


What provocation, or cauſe of malice 
our Poet might have to Libel the moit 
Serene Republick, Þ cannot tell : but certain- 
Iy, there can be no wit 1n this repreſenta- 
tion. 

For the Second Ad, our Poet having 
&fpatclit his affairs at Yence, ſhews the 


Actyprnnext(Tknow not how many leagues 


oft ) in the Iflhind of Cypras. The Audi 


crnce mult be there too : And yet our Zays 
had ir never in his head, to makeany pro- 
vitien of TranſportSitps for them. 

'n the days that the Old Teſtament was 
Acuced inClerkenwel}, by the Pariſh Clerks 
ot London, the Hraclites might paſs through 
the Red fea: but alaſs, at this time, we 
have no Mofes to bid the Waters make way, 
2nd to Uſher us along. Well, the abſurd:- 
tics of this kind break no Bones. They 
12ay make Fools of us; but do not hurt 
oar Moa's. 

Ccme a-ſhoar then, and obſerve the 

Coun- 
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Countenance of the People, aitcr tliedread- 
ful Storm, _ tacir appreheafions from 
an Invaticn by the Otromutes, their ſuccou 
and frierds 88 turd and t nh, no body 
knew Wwiunher. The frit that came to 
Land was Cajzo., his firf{t Salutation to the 
Governyur, /oztanzo, 1s : 


Caf. Thanks to the valiant of this Ijle : 
That ſo @pprove the Moor, and let the Heavens 
Give him defence agamt their Ele ments, 
For I have loſt him on the dangerous Sea. 


To him the Governour ſpeaks, indeed, 
like a Man in Is wits. 


Mont. 1s he well Shipt ? 
TheLieutenant anſwers thus. 


Caſ. His Bark 1s ſtoutly Tymber d, and his 
Pilot 
Of very expert, and approv'd allowance, 
Therefore my hopes ( not ſurfeited to death ) 
Stand in bold care, 


The Governours firft queſtion was very 
proper ; his next queſtion, in this poſture 
of affairs, IS ; 


Monr. 
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b Mont. But, good Lnentenant, is our gene- 
rel Wriv'd? 


A queſtion ſo remote, ſo impertinent 
and abſurd, ſo odd and ſurpriſing never 
entered Bayes's Pericraniam, Only the 
anſwer may Tally with it. 


Caſ. Moſt fortunately, be hath atcheiv'd a 
Maid, ; 
That Parragons deſcription, and wild fame: 
One that excels the quirks of blaſontng Pens ; 
And in the eſſential veſture of Creation, | 
Does bear an excellency----- | 


They who like this Authors writing will 
not be offended to find ſo much repeated 
from him. I pretend not here to tax either 
the Seyſe, or the Language ; thole C:rcum- 
Nances had their proper place in the Vene- 
tian Senate. What 1 now cite 1s to ſhew 
how probable, how oatural, how reaſon- 
able the Condutt is, all along, = 

I thought it enough that Cafſio ſhou'd be 
acquainted with a Virgin of thatrank and 
conſideration in Pence, as Deſdemona, 1 
wondred that in the Senate-houſe every 
one ſhould know her fo familiarly : yer, 

Re : here 
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here alſo at Cyprus, every body is in a raps 
ture at the name of. Deſdemona : except 
only Montanio who mult be ignorant ; that 
Caſſio, who has anexcellent cut in ſhaping 
an Anſwer, may give him the ſatisfaction ; 


Mont, What :s ſbe : 
CaC. She that I ſpoke of : our Captains 


Captain, Sp 0 
Left im the Condntt of the bold Jago, 
Whoſe footing, here anticipates our thoughts 

A Sennets ſpeed : great Jove Othello guard, 
And ſwell his Sail with thine own powerfad 
breath, 

That be may bleſs this Bay with his Tall Ships. 
And ſwiftly come to Deſdemona's Arms, 

Gve renewed fire t0 our extinfled Spirits, 


And bring all Cyprus comfort : 


» 


Enter Deſdemona,.&c. 


-.--.-O behold, 
The riches of the Ship 1s come on ſhoar. 
Te men of Cyprus, let her have your Knees : 
Hatl to the Lady: and the Grace of Heaven 
Before, behind thee, andon every hand, 
Euwheel the rod © © 


In 
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In the name of phrenzy, what mcans 
this Souldier 2 or would he talk thus, if 
he mcant any thing at all > Who can ſay 
Shakeſpear is to blame in his Tharatter of a 
Souldier 2 Kas he not here done him rea- 
ſon 2 When cou'd our 7ramontains talk at 
this rate ? but our Jarſey and Garnſcy Cap- 
tains muſt not ſpeak ſo fine tliings, nor 
compare with the Mediterranean, or Ga- 
riſons in Rhodes and Cyprus. 

The next thing our Officer cloes, 1s to 
ſalute Fago's Wite, with this Conge to the 
Husband, 


Caf. Good Ancient, you ate welcome, wel- 
come Miſtrife, ; 
Let it not Gall your Patience, . good Jago, 
That I extend my Manners, "tis my Breeding, 
That gives me this bold ſhew of Gurteſy. 


. - 
Jago. Sir, would fre give you ſo much of ber lips, 
As of her tongue ſhe has beſtow'd on me, 
You'd have enough, 


Deſ. Alaſs! ſhe has no ſpeech. 


Now follows a long rabble of Jack-pud- 
den farce betwixt Jago and Deſdemona, 
that runs on with all the little plays, jingle, 

and 


/ 
T23-7] 
and trath below the patience ot any Coun- 
frey Kitchin-maid with her Swect-hearr. 
The Venetian Doxna 1s hard put to't for 
paſtime! And this is all, when they are 
newly got on ſhoar, from a diſmal Tempeſt, 
and when every moment ſhe might cxpeCt 
to hear her Lord ( as ſhe calls him) that 
ſhe runs ſo mad after, is arriv d or loſt, 
And moreover. 


---Tn a Town of War, 
---The peoples Hearts brimful of fear. 


Never in the World had any Pagan Poet 
his Brains turn'd at this Monſtrous rate. 
But the ground of all this Bzdlam-Buffoon- 
ry we ſaw, * in the caſcof the French S!ro- 
ters, the Company for Acting Chri/ts Paſ- 
fron, or the Old Teſtament, were Carpen- 
ters, Coblers, and illiterate fellows ; who 
found that the Drolls, and Fooleries inter- 
larded by them, brought in the rabble, and 
lengthened their time, ſorhey got Money 
by the bargain. 

Our Shakeſpear, doubtlcls, was a great 
Maſter in thiscrafr. Thefe Carpenters and 
Coblers were the guides he tollowed. And 
it is then no wonder that we find ſomuch 
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farce and Apocryphal Matter in his Trage- 
cies, 1hereby un-hallowing the Theatre, 
protaning the name of Tragedy; And inſtead 
of repreſenting Men and Manners, turning 
| all Morality, good fence, and humanity 
into mockery and deriſton. 

But paſs we to ſomething of a more {c- 
rious air and Complexion. OzheZoand his 
Bride are the firſt Night, no ſooner warm in 
Bed together, but a Drunken Quarrel hap- 
pening in the Garifon, two Souldiers 
Fight ; And the General riſes to part the 
Fray : He ſwears, | 


Othel. Now Zy Heaven, 
My blood begins my ſafer guides to rule, 
And paſſion, having my Fo judgment cool'd, 
Aſſays to lead the way : if once 1 ſtir, 
Or do but lift this arm, the beſt of you 
Shall fink in my rebuke : give me to know 
How this foul rout began ; who ſet it on, 
And he that is approv'd in this offence, 
Tho' he had twin'd with me both at a birth, 
Shoult*oſe me: what, ina Town of War, 
Yet wild, the peoples Hearts brimful of 


To manage private, and domeſtick quarrels 
In Night,and on the Court,and guard of ſafety, 
'Tis Monſtrous, Jago, who began ? 

In 


kl 
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In the days of yore, Souldiers did not 
ſwear in this faſhion. What ſhould a Soul- 
dier fay farther, when he ſwears, unlels he 
blaſpheme? ation ſhou'd ſpeak the reſt; 
What follows muſt beex ore gladiz ; He is 
to rap out an Oath, not Wire-draw and 
Spin it out : by the ſtyle one might judge 
that Shakeſpears Souldiers were never bred 
in a Camp, but rather had belong'd to 
ſome Aitidavit-Office.Confider alſo through- 
out this whole Scene, how the Moorifh 
General proceeds in examining into this 
Rout ; No Juſtice Clod-pate covld go on 
with more Phlegm and deliberation. The 
very frit night that he lyes with the D#- 
vine Deſdemona to be thus interrupted, 
might provoke a Mans Chriſtian Patience 
to ſwear in another ſtyle. But a Negro 
General is a Man of ſtrange Mettle. Only 
his Venetian Bride is a match for him. 
She underſtands that the Souldiers in the 
Garifon arc by th'cars together : And pre- 
ſently ſhe at midnight, is inamongſt them. 


Deſd. What's the matter there? 
Othel. 47's well now Sweeting---» 
Come away to Bed.--- 


fore 


In the beginning of this ſacond AF, be- 
F: | I 
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fore they had lain together, Deſdemana was 
ſaid to be, oar Captazns Captain ; Now they 
are no ſooger in Bed together, but, Fage is 
adyiſing Cafioin theie words, | 


Jago. ----Our Generals Wiſe is now theGe- 
eral, I may ſay je in this reſpect, for that he 
bath devoted, and given up himſelf to the con- 
templation, mark, aud devotement of her parts 
and graces. Confeſs your ſelf freely to her, 
mmportune her ; (þe'll help to put you in, your 
place again : fhe is ſo free, ſo kind, ſo apt, ſo 
bleſſed a diſpoſition, that ſhe holds it a vice in 
her goodneſs, nor to as more than ſhe 1s re- 
queſted. This broken joint between you and 
her Husband, intreat her to ſplinter--- 


And he ſaysatierwards. 


 Jago. -*:-*T;s moſt eaſie 

The i«clining Deſdemona 70 ſubdue, 

In any haneſl. ſuit, She's fram d as fruitful, 
As the free Flements : And then for her 
Town the Moer were't to renounce his Baptiſm, 
All feals and | wbols of redeemed ſon, 

Hs foul is ſoenjeiter d to her love, 
That ji.e may make, unmate, do what ſhe lift : 
Even as her appetite ſhall play the God 


Fath bis weak funilion =.- » 


This 
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This kind of diftorttſt implies an expe- 
rience and long eonhveriation, the Honey - 
Moon over, and a Marriage ot tome ſtand- 
ing. Would atiy mah, in his wits, talk 
thus of a Bridegrootni and Bride the firſt 
night of their coming together ? 

Yet this is natefary for out Poet; it 
would not otherwiſe ferve his turn, This 
is the ſource, the toundation of his Plot ; 
henee 1s the ſpring and occaſion forall the 
Jealouſte and blufter that enſues. 

Nor are ve in better circumſtances for 
Roderigo. This laſt thing faid by himin 
the former A was, 


Rog. --:-7'1! go fel al! my Land. 


A frir Eftate is fold to put money inhis 
Parſe, for this adventure. And lo here, 
the next day. : 


Rod. / dd follow here in the Chate, not 
like a Hound that hayits, bit one that fille 
up the oy: My Money is aloft ſpeiit. 
bave beer tonight exttediigly well cadgelſd, 
T think tht ifſte will be, I ſhall _—_— much 
experience for my pains, and ſo no Monty af 
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The Venetian ſquire had a good riddance 


| for his Acres. The Poet allows him juſt time 


to beonce drunk, a very conſcionablerec- 
koning, ! 

In this Second AF, the face of affairs 
could in truth be no other, than 


--.-In a Town of War, 
Tet wild, the peoples Hearts brim-ful of fear. 


But nothing cither in this A, or in the 
reſt that follow, ſhew any colour or com- 
plexion, any reſemblance or proportion to 
that face and poſture 1t ought to bear. 
Should a Painter draw any one Scene of this 
Play, and write over it, This is a Town of 
War; would any body believe that the 
Man were inhis ſenſes ? would not a Gooſe, 
or Dromedary tor it, be a name as juſt and 
ſuitable 2 And what in Painting would be 
abſurd, can never paſs upon the World for 
Poetry. 

Ca/ſio having eſcaped the Storm comes on 
ſhoar at Cyprus , that night gets Drunk, 


Fights, is rurn'd out from his Command, 


grows ſober again, rakes advice how to be 
reſtor'd,is all Repentance and Mortification : 
jet before he ſleeps, is in the Morning at 
his Generals door with a noiſe of Fiddles, 

p and 
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and a Droll to introduce him to a little 
Mouth-ſpeech with the Bride. 


Caſſio. Give me advantage of ſome brief 
( diſcourſe 
With Deſdemona alone. 
Em. "Fray you come In, 
IT will beſtow you, where you ſhall have time 
To ſpeak your boſom free. 


So, they. are put together : And when 
he hag- gone on a good while /peaking his 
boſom, Deſdemona gn\wers him. 


Def. Do not doubt that, before Emilia here, 
1 give thee warrant of thy plazey aſſure thee, 
If I do vow a friendſhip, [ll perform it, 
To the laſt article---- 


Then after a ribble rabble of fulſome i1m- 
__ She is at her [Husband flap 
daſh ; 


Deſd. - -Good love, call bim back. 
Othel. Not now, ſweet Deſdemona, ſome 
other time. 
Defd. But ſhall't ſhortly ? 
Othel. The ſooner, ſweet, for you. 
Deſd. Shallt be to-night at Supper ? - 

I 3 Othel. 


C 135 ) 
Othel. No, vot tonight. 
Defd. 7o-Morraw Dinner then}? 

Ochel. 7 ſhall not dine at home, 

I meet the Capiains at the Citadel. 

Deid Why then to morrow night, or Tueſday 


C morn, 
Or night, or Wedneſday moru ? 


Aftcrforty lincs more, at this rate, they 
part, and then comes the wonderful Scene, 
where Fago by thrugs, halt words, and 
ambiguaus refl:ctigns, works Ozthe/lq up to 
be Jeaious. One might think, after what 
we have fecn, that there neecs no great 
cunning, po great poetry and addreſs to 
make the Moor Jealous. Such impatience, 
ſuch 4 rout far a handſome young fellow, 
the very morning after her Marriage muſt 
make him either to be jealous, or to take 
her for a Change/zzg, below his Jealouſie. 
After this Scexc, it might ſtrain the Poets 
Skill to reconcile the couple, and allay the 
Jealouſie. Fago now can only attum agere, 
and vex; the audience with. a nauſeous. re- 
petitiog,. | Tat: i 

Whence comes it then, that this is the 
top ſcene, the Scene that. raiſes Ozbe!lo 
above all ather Tragedigs on our Theatres ? 
It is purely from the Aﬀins fromthe 

j | Mops, 


Mops and the Mows.the Grimace,the Grins 
and Gefticulation. Such fcenes as rhis have 
made alt the World runatter FHarleguim and 
Scaramucero, | 

Theſeveral degrees of /tion were among!t 
the Ancients dittinguith'd by rheCorhurnus, 
the Soccus, and by the F lanipes. 

Had this feene been repreſented at old 
Rome, Othello and Jago muſt have quitted 
their Buskins; They muſt have phyed 4ave- 
foot: the ſpeAators would not have been 
content ' withour fceing therr Podometry 3 
And the Jealouite work at the very Toes of 
em, Words, be they Spanith, or Polith, 
or any inarticulate found, have the fame 
efte&t, they can only ſerve to diſtinguith, 
and, as it were, beat time ro the Attor. 
But here we ſee a known Language does 
wotully encumber, and clog the operation : 
as either forc'd, or heavy, or trifling, or 
inicoheretit, or improper, or moſt what 
improbable. When no words interpoſe to 
ſpoil the conceipt, every one interprets 2s 
he likes: beft. - So in that memorable dit- 
pute betwvixt Panuge and our Engliſh Phi- 
loſopher” in Rabelair, perform'd without a 
word ſpeaking; The theologians, Phyi- 
cians, 'atjd Surgeons, made one inference 3 
the Lawyers, Civilttiis; and Canonifts; drew 
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another concluſion more to .their mind. 

Othello the night of hisarrival at Cyprus, 
is to conſummate with Deſdemona, they go 
to Bed. Both are rais'd and run into the 
Town amid(t the Souldiers that were a 
fighting : then go to Bed again, that morn- 
ing he 1ces Caſio with her ; She importunes 
him to reftore Caſſro. Orbello ſhews nothing 
of the Souldiers Mettle : but like a tedious, 
drawling, tame Gooſe, is gaping atter 
any paultrey ſin{inuation, labouring to be 
zealous ; And catching at every blown ſur- 
T:iZC. 


Jago. My Lord, T ſee you are moved. 
Oth. No, not much moved. 
Do not think but Deſdemona is hoye/t. 
Jag. Lorg live ſhe ſo,and long live 5ou to think 
(/o. 
Oth. And yet'how Nature erring from it ſeif, 
Jag. 1,There's the point:as to be bold with you, 
Not to affett many propoſed Matches 
Of her own clime, complexion, aud degree, 
Wherein we ſee, in all things, Nature tends, 
Hye, we may ſmell in ſuch a will moſt rank, 
Foul diſproportion, thoughts unnatural ---- 


The Poet hereis certainly in theright, and 
by conſequence the foundation of the-Play 
Ke Ops >. ns 
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muſt be concluded to be Monſtrous ; And 
the conſtitution, all over, to be weſt rank, 
Foul diſproportion, thoughts unnatural. 


Which inſtead of moving pity, or any 
paſſion T ragical and Reaſonable,can produce 
nothing but horror and averſion, and what 
is odious and grievous ro an Audience. 
After this fair Mornings work, the Bride 
enters, drops a Curley. 


Deſd. Flow now, my dear Othello, 
Tour Dinner, and the generous Iſlanders 
By you invited, do attend your preſence. 
Oth. 7 am to. blame. 
Deſd. Why us your ſpeech.ſo faint 2 Are 
you not well 2 
Oth. 7 have a pain upon my Fore-head, 
dear. " 0 


Michael Caſſio 'came not from Yenice in 
the Ship with .. De/demona, nor till this 
Morning could be ſuſpeted of an opportu- | 
nity .with her. .And 'tis now. but Dinner 
time ; yet the Moor complains of his Fore- | 
head. He might have ſet a Guard on Caffo, 
or. heve lockt up Deſdemona,. or have ob> 
{cry d their carriage a day or two longer, 
He. :.is on other. occaſions: phlegmatick 

| FE enough : 


WY 
enough : this isvery haſty. But after Din- 
ner we have a wonderful flight : 


Othel. W hat ſenſe had I of her ftoln hours 
of luft > 
1 ſaw't not,” thought it not, it harm'd not me : 
I ſlept the next night well, was free and merry, 
1 found not Caflio's kifſes on ber lips--- 


A little atter this, ſays he, 


Oth. Give'me a living reaſon that ſhe's 
diſloyal. 

Jago. ---1 lay with Cafſo Uately, 
And being troubled with a raging Tooth, 1 
conld not fleep ; \ 24 
There are a kindof men ſo looſe of Soul, 
That in their ſleeps will mutter their affairs, 
One of this kind u Cafſlo : 
In ſleep I heard him ſay : ſweet Deſdemona, 
Let-us be wary, 'let us hitle war loves - © 
And then,” Sir, wow'd' he gripe, and wring 
my hand, 3 {8 os FO 
(ry ont,' ſweet” Creature; and then hiſs me 
hart, 71 _ FS 


gs 


As if he pluck# up kiſſes By the roots, © 
That grew'aponmy Lips, then laid his Leg 
Over my Thigh, and figb dard kiſs d, aud the 
Cry d, carfed fate; that'gave thee'to the Moby. 
I By 
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By the Rapture of Orhe/s, one might 
think that he rayes, is nor of found Memo- 


ry, forgets that he has not yet been two' 


nights in the Matrimonial Bed with his 
Deſdemona. Burt we find Fags,” who thould 


have a better memory, lorging his lies at- 


ter the very ſame Mode}. The very night 
of their Marriage at FYenice, the Moor, and 
allo Caſio, were ſent away to Cpruw. In 
the Sccond Att, Othello and his Bride gg 
the firſt time to Bedz The Zhire 4 opens 


the next morning. The parties have beeg 


in view to this moment. We faw the oppor- 
tunity which was given forCa/ſis to ſpeak hi 
boſomto her, ouce, indeed, might goa great 
way with a Venetian. But once, wilnort do 
the Poets buſineſs 3 The Audience muſt ſup- 
poſe a great many boats, to make the plot 
operate. They muſt deny their fenſes, tg 
reconcile it ro common fenſe :- or make it 
any way. conliſteme, - and hang together, 

Non, for the moſt part, are the finghe 
thoughts more confiſtent, thart is the eco- 
nomy..: The Indians do as they ought in 
painting the Devil White : butſxys/O7he/lo : 


Oth. ---- Her name that mas frefp 
As Dian's Yi/age, us now begrim'd and black, 
As naiue: own face «»- 1 here 
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There is not a Monky but underſtands 
Nature better ; not a Pug in Barbary that 
has not a truer taſte of things. 


Othel. ---- O now for ever 
Farewel the tranquil mind, farewel content , 
Farewel the plumed troop, and the big Wars, 
That make Ambition Vertue : O farewel, 
Farewel the neighing Steed, and the jhrill 
Trump, 
The ſpirit ſtirring Drum,th ear-piercing Fief, 
The royal Banner, and all quality, 
Pride,Pomp,and Circumſtance of gloriowWar, 
AndO ye Mortal Engines, whoſe wide throats 
Th' immortal Joves great clamours counterſeit, 
Farewe!, Othello's occupation's gone. : 


Theſe lines are recited here, not for any 
thing Poetical in them, beſides the ſound, 
that pleaſes. . Yet this ſort of imagery and 
ampliiication is extreamly taking, where 
it 15 juſt and natural. As in Gorboduck , 
when a young Princeſs on whoſe fancy the 
perional gallantry of the Kings Son then 
. flain, had made a ſtrong impreſſion, thus, 
out of the abundance of her imagination, 


pours forth her grief : -;:; I 
- Marcella 
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Marcella: ---- Ah noble Prible { how oft 
kave I beheld 
Thee mounted on thy fierce, and trampling 
Steed, | 
Shining in Armour bright before the Tilt, 
Wearing thy Miſtreſs ſleeve ty'd on thy helm. 
Then charge thy ſtaff,to pleaſe thy Ladltes Eye, 
That bow'd the bead piece of thy friendly Foe? 
How oft in arms, on Horſe to bend the Mace, 
How oft in arms, on foot, to break the Spear; 
Which never now theſe Eyes may ſee agen ? 


Notwithſtanding that this Scene had pro- 
ceeded with fury and bluſter ſufficient to 
make the whole Iſle ring of his Jealouſy, 
yet is Deſdemona diverting her ſelf with a 


paultry butioon and only folicitous in queft * 
of Caſſio : 


Deſd. Seek him, bid him come hither, 
tell him ---  _ | 
Where ſhou'd I loſe that Flaudcherchief, E- 
milia ? | 
Believe me I had rather loſe my Purſe, 
Full of Cruſado's : And but my noble Moor 
Is true of mind, and made of no ſuch baſeneſs, 
As Fealous Creatares are; it were enough 
To put him to ill thinking. 
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Em, Is he not Jealous 2 

Deſd. Who he? I think the San, where 
he was born, 
Drew all ſuch humonrs fromhim. 


By this manner of ſpeech one wou'd ga 
ther the couple had been yoak'd copether 
2 competent white, what might the fay 
more, had they cohabited, and had been 
Man and Wife feven years ? 


She pres the Moor. 


Defd. 7 will not leave him now, 

Till Caſſiv is recal['d. 

F have ſent to bid Caſio come ſpeak with you 
Othel. ----Lend me thy Handherchief. 
Deſd. ---- This # a trick to put met from 

my ſuit. 

] pray let Caſlio be receiv dagen. 

Em. ---[s not this man Fealous ? 
.-- "Tis not a year or two ſhews us a man «- 


As if for the firſt year or two, Othello 
had nos beer» jealous 2 This third 47 be- 
gins in the morning, at noon ſhe drops the 
Haadkerehief, after dinner ſhe miſſes it, 
and: then follows all this outrage and hotri- 
ble clutter about it. If we believe a fmaH 

Damoſel 
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Damoſel in the laſt Scexe of this. 4, this 
day 1s effetually ſeven days. 


Bianca. --- What keep a week away / ſeven 
days, [even nights, 

Eightſcore eight hours, and lovers abſent 
haurs, | 

More tedious than the Dial eightſcore times, 
Oh weary reckoning / 


Our Poct isat:this plunge, that whether 
this Act contains the compatls of one day, 
of ſeven days, or of ſeven years, or of all 
together, .the repugnance and abſurdity 
would be the ſame; For Ozhe/lo, all the 
while, has nothing. to fay or. to do, bat 
what loudly, proclaim him jealous: her 
friend and conftdetit Em1lia again and again 
rounds her. in. the Ear that ?/e Man is Jea- 
lous : yet.this Venetian dame is neither to 
ſee, nor. to hear.;; nor to have any ſenſe or 
underſtanding, nor to ſtrike any other 
note but Caſo, Caſſte. 

The Scotchman - hearing ?rut Seor,, trat 
Scot, when he faw. it. came from a Bird, 
checke his Choler,. and, put up his Swerd 
again, with a Bragd- 0 God, G. if thaa'dft 
ben, a Maan, as th'art ane Green Geuſe, 1 
ſud. ha, ſtack, tha! to:thin beart. De 

a 
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and that Parrot might paſs for Birds of a 
Feather ; and if Sauney Fad not been more 
generous than Orhe/lo, but continued to 1n- 
ſulr the poor Creature after this beaſtly ex- 
ample, he would have given our Poet as 
good {tuff to work upon : And his Tragedy 
of the Green Geuſe, might have deſerv'd a 
better audience, than this of Deſ/demona, 
or The Moor of Venice, 


ATE TY, 


Enter Jago and Othello: 


Jago. Will you think ſo? 

Othel. 7hink ſo, Jago, 

Jago. What, to kiſs in private ? 

Othel. An unauthoriſed kiſs. 

Jago.. Or to be naked with her friend a-bed, 


An hour or more, not meaning any harm ? 


Othel. Naked a-bed, Jago, and not mean 


barm ? -«--- 


At this groſs rate of trifling, our Gene- 
ral and his Auncient March on moſt heroi- 
cally ; till the Jealous Booby has his Brains 
turn'd; andfalls in a Trance. Would any 
imagine this to be the Language of Vene- 
tians, of Souldicrs, and mighry Captains ? 

no 
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no Bartholomew Droll cou d ſfubift upon ſuch 
craſh. But lo, a Stratagem never preſent- 


cd in Trapcdy. 


Jago. Stand you while a part --- 
---- Incaue yeur ſelf; 
And mark the Jeers, the Gibes, and notable 
ſcorns, 
That dwell in every region of his face, 
For I will make him tell the rale a new, 
Where, how, how oft, how long ago,and whey, 
Fle has, and is again te C pe your Wife : 
T fay, but mark his geſture ---- 


With this dcuvice. Orhel/p withdraws. 
Says Fago afide. 


Jago. Now w1l! I queſtion Caſio of Bianca, 
A Huſwife ---- 
That doats on Calſſio - «--- 
Fle when he hears of her cannot refrain 
From the exceſs of Laughter --- 
As he ſhall \mile, Othello // all go mad, 
And hu unbogkthh jealouſy muſt conſter 
Poor Cailio's ſmiles, geſture, and light be 
ViOur 
Quite in the wrong --- 
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So to work they go - And Otbello is as 
wiſe a commentator, and makes his applica. 
tions par, as heart cou'd wiſh ---- but I 
wou'd not expett to find this Scene acted 
nearer than in Southwark Fair. But the 
Handkerchief is brought in at laſt, to ſtop 
all holes, and cloſe the evidence. So now 
being fatisi;ed with the proof, they come 
to a rcſolution, that the offenders ſhall be 
murdered. 


Othel. --- But yet the pity of it, Jago, ah 
the pity. 

Jago. 1f you be ſo fond over her iniquity 
give her Fatent to offend. For if it touches 
not you, it comes near no Body. 

Do zt not with poiſon, ſtrangle her in herBed; 
Even the Bed ſhe has contaminated, 

Oth. Good, good, the Juſtice of it pleaſes, 
very good. 

Jago. 4nd for Caſlio, let me be his un- 
dertaker --- "s 


Jago had ſomepretence tobe diſcontent 
with Orbello and Caffio: And what paſled 
hitherto, was the operation of revenge. 
Deſdemona had never done him herm, al- 
ways kind to him, and to his Wite ; was 

his 


_ 
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his Country-woman, a Dame of quality : 
for him to abet her Murder, thews nothing 
of a Souldier, nothing of a Man, nothing 
of Natureinit. The Ordinary of New gate 
never had the like Monſter topals under his 
exammation. Can it be any diverſion to 
ſee a Rogue beyond what the Devil ever 


finiſh'd 2 Or wou'd. it be any inftruction ro 


an Audience ? Fago cou'd defire no betrer 
than. to ſet Caſio and Orb-/o, his rwo Ene- 
mies, by the Ears together 5 ſo he might 
have been reveng'd on them both at once: 
And chufing for his own ſhare, the Murder 
of Deſdemona, he had the opportunity to 


play booty, and fave the poor harrmlels 


wretch. But the Poet muſt do every thing 
by contraries : to ſurprize the Audience 
ſtill with ſomething horrible and prodi- 
gious, beyond any human imagination. 
At this rate he muſt out-do the Devil, to be 
a Poet in the rank with Shakeſpear. 

Soon after this, arrives trom Verice, 
Ludovico, a noble Couſin of Deſdemona, 
preſently Jhe is at him alſo, on the behalf 
of Caſſio. 


Defd. Couftn there's fallen between him 

and my Lard jy 
An unkind breach, but von ſhall make all well. 
WW # Lud. 
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Lud. Is there d:wifion twixt my Lord 
and Caſſto. 
Defd. A moſt unhappy one, I wou'd do much 
To attone them, for the love I bear toCaſlio. 


By this time, wearetolelieve the couple 
have been a weck or tao Married : And 
Othello's Jealoufie that had rag d fo loudly, 
and had been ſo uneaſie to humlielt, muſt 
have reach'd her knowledge. The Aud;- 
ence have all heard tim more p'ain with her, 
than was needtul ro a Venetian capacuy : 
And yetiſhe muſt till be imperrinent in her 
ſuit for Caſio, well, this Magnyfico comes 
from the Doge, and Senators, to diſplace 
Othello. 


Lud. ---Depating Caſlio in his Government. 

Deſd. Truſt me, 1 am glad on't. 

Oth. [ndeed. 

Deſd. My ] ord. 

Orh. / amglad to ſee you mad. 

Defd. /{ow, ſweet Othello. 

Oth. Dewv/. 

Deſd. 7 have not deſerved this, 

Oth, O Nevil, Devil--- 
Out of my fight. 

Deſi. / wl/ not ſtay to offend you, 

Lud, Truly, ax obedient Lady, 


' T1 do 


C029 1 
1 do beſeech your Lordſhip call her back, 

Oth Miſtreſs. 

Deſd. My Lord. 

Oth. What would you with her Sir ? 

I ud. Who, /, my Lord ! 

Oth. 1, yu did wiſh that I wou'd male 
her turn. 
Sir, ſhe can turn, andturn, and yet go on, 
And turn agen, andſhe can weep, Sir, weep. 
And/jhe is obedient, as you fay, ovedient : 
Very obecient ---- : : 

Lud. What ſtrike your Wife? © --M 


Saf ras, new; 
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Of what fleth and blood does ovr Poet Is | 
make. theſe noble Venetians ? the men | 
without Gall ; the Women without citi.er 
Brains or Senſe 2 A Senators Daugiiter runs 
away with this Black-amoor z the Govern- 
ment employs this Moor to detend them 
againſt: the 1 urks, fo rcſe:nr not the Mo: rs 
Marriage at preſent, but the danger over, lier 
Father 'gers the Moor Catherd, ſends his 
Kinſman, Setznior Lulouico, to Cyprus 
with the Commiſſion tor a new General; 
who, at his arrival, finds the Moor caling 
the Lady his Kinſwoman, Whore and Strum- 
per, and kicking her : what ſays the Mag- 
wafico ? 


Lud. 


( 130 ) 


ud. My Lord this would not be beliew'd 
74 Venice, 
The' I ſhou'd ſwear T ſaw't, tis very much ; 
M ike her amends : fhe weef's. 
[! 


The M>or has no bodr to take his part, 
no body of his Colour : L«dovico has the 
n2w Governour Caf, and all his Country- 
men Venetians abour him. What Poet 
v.ou'd give a villanous Black amoor this 
Ailcendant 2 What Tramontain could. fan- 
cy the Venenans ſo low, io deſpicable, or 
ſo patient ? thus outrage toan injur'd Lady, 
the Drvine Deſdemona, might in a colder 
Climate have provoked fome body tobe her 
Champion : but rhe Iralians may well con- 
clude we have aſtrange Genius for Poetry. 
Ir the next Scene Ozthello. is examining | 
the ſuppoſed Bawd ; then follows another 
florm of horrour and outrage againlt the 
poor Chicken, his Wife. Some Lrayman 
or drunken Tinker might poſſibly, treat his 
drab ar this fort of rate, and mean no harm ; 
by it: but for his excellency, a My lord 
General, to Serenade a Senator's Daughter 
with ſuch a volly of ſcoundrel filthy: Lan; | 
guage, 1s ſure the moſt abſurd Maggot that te 


ever bred from any Poets addle Brain. el 
EE” | And 
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And ſhe isin theright, whotells us, 


Emil. ---- 4 Bezger in his Drink, 
Con'd not hav? laid ſach terms won his Callet. 


This isnot to deſcribe paſſion, Seneca 
had another notion in the Caſe : 


Parve loquuntur cure, inzentes ſtupent. 


And ſo had the Painter, who drew Aza* 
memnon With his Face covered. Yet to 
make all worſe, her Murder, and the man- 
ner of it, had before been reſolv'd upon and 
concerted. But nothing is toprovoke a Ve- 
netian ; ſhe takes all in good part ; had the 
Scene lain in R#«/jia, What cou'd we have 
expected more * With usa Tinkers Trull 
wou'd be Nettled, wou'd repartee with 
more ſpirit, and not appear ſo void of 
ſpleen. 


Deſd. O good Jago, 
What ſhall I do to win my Lord agen 


No Woman bred out of a Pig-ſtye, cou'd 
talk ſo meanly. After this, ſhe is call'd 
to Supper with Ozhelle, Ludovico, &c, after 
that comes a filthy ſort of Paſtoral Scene, 

K 4 where 
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where the Wedd::g Sheets, and' Song of 
Willow, and ther Mathers Maid, poor Bar- 
bara, are not the lealtt moving things in 
thts entertainment. Burt that we may not 
be kept too long in the duinps, nor the me- 
Iancholy Scenes .lye too | heavy, .. vnd1- 
geited on our Stomach, this Ad gives us for 
a tarewell, the ſalſa, O pricante, ome quib- 
blcs, and ſmart touches, as Ovid had Pro- 
p.iccied ; 


Et & in 0b/c&nos defiexa Tragedia ri;us. 


The laſt A@ begins with Jago and Rode- 
rig*; Who a. lutle betore had been upon 
the hut; 


Rod, T ſay it is not very well: ] will make 
my ſelf known to Deſdemoma ;_ if ſpe will re. 
turn me my Jewels, I will give over my (uit, 
and rep: nt my unlawful! ſollicitation, i uot, 


aſſ«re your ſelf, T 1 ſeek ſatisfaction ofyes. 


Poderigo, a Noble Venetian had ſought 
Defſdemena in Marriage, 1s troub'ed to find 
the Moor had- got her from him, adviſes 
with Jago, who wheadies him to fell-:his 
Eltate, 504. go over the yea to Gypragy in 
ecxpeaation to Cyckolg, Othello, theic ha- 

ving 


( 237 ) 
ving:cheated Roderigo of all his Money and 
Jewels, on pretence of preſenting them to 
Deſdemona, our Gallant grows angry, and 
would have fatisfaftion trom Fago; who 


ſets all right, by tciling him Cay//o 45 to be ' 


Governour, Q. hello is going with Deſde- 
mona into Mauritania ro prevent this, you 
are to murder Ca/ſszo, and then all may be 
well. 


Jago. Ze goes inte Mauritania, and takes 
with him the fair Deſdemona, «xieſs hu 
abone be lingred here by ſome accident where- 
in none can be [o determinate, as the remo- 


v1%9g f Cailio, 


Had Roderigo been one of the Baua7ti,he 
might not much ſtick at the Murder. Bur 
why Roderigo ſhould take this for pa\ menr, 
and riſque 11s perſon where the profpett of 
advantage.js fo vcry-uncertain and. remote, 
no body c:n imagine. It had needbe a 
ſeper-fubtle Venetian that this Plot will paſs 
upon ,-. Then at#r a little ſpurt of villany 
and Murder, we arc brought to the molt 
lamentable, . that ever appeard on any 
Stage. A-noble Venetian Lady 1s to, be mur- 
dered by .our Poet; in ſober ſadneſs, purely 
tor being a, Fool. ,No Pagaa Poet but you d 

avc 
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have found ſome Machine for her delive- 
rance. Pegaſus wou'd have ftrain'd hard 
to have brought old Perfeus on his back, 
eime enough, to reſcue this Andromeda 
from ſo foul a Monſter. Has our Chriſti- 
an Poetry no generoſity, nor bowels 2 Ha, 
Sir Lancelot ! Ja St. George ! will no Ghoſt 
teave the ſhades for us in extremity, to fave 
a diſtreſſed Damoſel > 

But tor our comfort, however felonious 
15 the Heart, hear with what ſoft language, 
- _—_ approach her, with a Candle in his 

ang : 


Ori:. Put out the light aud then put out 
the light - 
If I quench thee, thou flaming Miniſter, 
I can again thy former light reſtore --- 


Who would call him Barbarian, Monſter, 
Savage ? Is this a Black-amoor ? 


Soles occidere © redire poſſunt--- 


The very Soul and Quinteſlence of Sir 
George Etheridge. 

One might rhink the General ſhould 
not glory much in this aQtion, but 
make an haſty work on't, and have 
turn'd his Eyes away from fo unſouldierly 
an 


CRE? | 
an Execution: yet is he all pauſe anddeli- 
beration ; handles her as calmly : and is as 
caretul of her Souls health, as it had been 
her Father Covfeſſor. ave youprayed to 
Night, Deſdemona 2 But the ſuſpence is 
neceſſary, that he might have a convenient 
while ſo to rout his Eyes, and fo to guaw 
bis ether lip to the ſpectators, Belides 
the greater crue]ty ---ſub tam lentts maxillis. 
_ But hark, a moſt tragical thing laid to 
her charge. 


Oth. That HHandkerchief, that T ſo low'd, 
and gave thee, 
Thou gav ſt to Caſſio, 
Deſd. No &y my Life and Soul 3 
Send for the man and as& him. | 
Oth. ---By Heaven, 1 ſaw my Hanker- 
chief in his hand ==. 


<7 ſaw the Haudkerchief. 


So much ado, fo much ſtreſs, fo much 
paſſion and repetition about anHandkerchief! 
Why was not this: call'd the 7ragedy of the 
Handkerchief 2 What can be more abſurd 
than ( as uintilian' expreies it) iu parvis 
litibus has Tragedias movere? We have 
heard of Fortunatus his Purſe, and of the 
Invifikle Cloak, long ago worm — 
$ | an 


_ 4 
kv, Sn : Wu. - 
” . , A oy . , 
Lenged, ——_ B44 % $5 - ana vhs 
e s ' "he 4 ” os tn 1 mon 
eta war? Ep ON I Sr, gs i is: 
- Be My” þ| ſ. GW  v foI008 .. f Wis , 20 "wy po w 
+ rs OKC $I, 2X Ms WS % i op 4 ” -- cM.” oy" « - « - 
- 


eg , 
> o 
3 Jt 
” ind dey a4 


( 140) 

and ſtow'd up in the Wardrobe of obſolete 
Romances :. one might think, that were a 
fir er place tor this Handkerchief, chan that 
it, at this time of day, be worn on the 
Stage, to raiſe every where all this clutter 
and turmoil. Had it. been Deſdemona's 
Garter, the Sagacious Moor might have 
ſmelr a Rat : but the Handkerchief is ſo re- 
mote a trifle, no Booby, on this ſide Ma«- 
ritania, cou'd make any conſequence from 
it. 

We may learn here, that a Woman never 


loſes her Tongue ,. even tho' after. ſhe is 


ftufl'd. 


Deſd. -0 fdllly, falfly murder /. 

Em. Swee? Defdemiona, O ſweet Miſtreſs, 
ſpeak. | | C: 

Deſd. A guiltleſs death I dye: 

Em. O whohas done the deed? 

Deſd. No body, 1 my ſelf, farewel. 


Commend me to niy kind Lard, O farewel: 


This Deſdemona 15:4 black-ſwan ; or an 
old B!ack-amoor 1s a bewitching Eed-feflow. 
1t this be Nature, it isa 4aſchere below what 
the Engliſh Language canexpreſls. 


-._ For Lardela, to make love, like an Hum-. 


ble Bee, was, in the Rehearſal, thought a 


fancy odd enough. But 
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But hark what follows : 


Oth. +--- 0 heavy hour | 
Methinks it ſhou dbe now a huge Fclipſe 
Of Sun and Moon,and that the affrightedglobe 
Shou'd yawn at Alteration. 


e 


This is wonderful, Here is Poetry to efc- 
vate and amuſe. Here is found All-ſuffi- 
cient. It wou'd be uncivil toask Flawſ/tead, 
if the Sun and Moon can both rogether be 
ſo hugely eclipſed, in any heavy hour 
whatſoever. Nor muſt the SpeCtators con- 
ſult Greſham Colledge, whether a body is 
naturally frighted till he Tawn agen. The 
Forrune of Greece 1s not concern'd with theſe 
Matters. ' heſe are Phy tical circumſtances 
a Poet may be ignorant in, without any 
harm to the publick. Theſe flips have no 
influence on our Manners and good Life; 
which are the Poets Province. 

Rather may we ask herewhat unnatural 
crime 7.e/demona, or her Farcnts had com- 
mutred, to bring this Judgment down upon 
her ; to Wed a Black-amoor, and innocent 
to be thus cruelly murder'd by &1m. Whar 
inſtruction can we make out of this Cata- 
ſtrophe 2 Or whtiher muſt our refle&ion 


« 
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lead us ? Is not this toenvenome and ſour 
our ſpirits, to make us repine and grumble 
at Providence ; and the government ot the 
World ? If this be our end, what boots it to 
be Vertuous ? | 

Deſdemona dropt the Handkerchicf, and 
miſled it that very day after her Marriage z 
it mighr have been rumpl'd up with her 
Wedding ſheets : And this Night that ſhe 
lay in her wedding ſheets, the Fazrey Nap- 
kin ( whilſt Ozhello was ſtifling her) might 
have ſtarted up to difarm his fury, and ſtop 
his ungracious mouth. Then might ſhe 
( in a Traunce for fear } have lainas dead. 
Then miglt he, believing her dead, touch'd 
with remorſe, have honeſtly cut his own 
Throat, by the good leave, and with the 
applauſe of all the Speftators. Who might 
thereupon have gone home with a quier 
mind, admiring the beauty of Provi- 
dence ; fairly and truly repreſented on the 
Theatre. 


Oth. ---Why, how ſhou'd ſhe be mardered? 

Em. Alas, who knows 2? 

Oth. You heard her ſay ber ſelf it was not I. 

Em. She did ſo,1 muſt needs report a truth. 

Oth. She's like a liar gone to bow in Hell. 
'Twas TI that did it, 
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Em. O, the more Angel ſhe ! 
And you the blacker Dewl. 


Oth. She turn'd to folly, and ſhe was an 


Whore. 

Em. Thou doſt telye ber, and thou art a 
Devil. 

Oth, She was falſe Water. 

Em. Zhou art raſh as Fire, F 


To ſay that ſhe was falſe: O ſhe was heavenly 
I'M. 


In this kind of Dialogue they continue 
for forty lines farther, before ſhe bethinks 
her (elf, to cry Murder. 


Em. --- Help, help, O help, 
The Moor has kill d wy Miſtreſs, murder, 
Murder. 


But from this Scene to the end of the 
Play we meet with nothing but blood and 
butchery, deſcribed much-what to the ſtyle 
of the laſt Speeches and ( oufeſſions of the per- 
ſons executed at Tyburn : with this differ- 
ence, that there we have the fad, and the 
due courſe of Juſtice, whereas our Poet 
againſt all Juſtice and Reaſon, againſt all 
Law, Humanity and Nature, jn a barba- 
rous arbitrary way, executes and makes 
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havock of his fubje&s, Fab-nab, as tliey 
come to. hand. Deſdemora dropt her Hand- 
kerchicf ;- therefore ſhe muſt be ſifl'd. 


Othello, by law to be broken on the Wheel, 


by the Poets cunning eſcapes with cutting 
his own Throat. Caf}, tor 1 know not 
what, comes off with a broken shin. Fags 
murders his Eenefator Rederzgo, as this 
were poetical gratitude. Fago is not yet 
kill'd, becauſe there yet never was fuch 
a Villain alive, The Devil, it once he 
brings a man to be diptin a deadly fin, lets 
him alone, to take his courſe : and now 
when the Fox! Fiend has done with him, 
our wiſe Aurhors take the ſinner into their 
poetical ſerv.ce ; there to accompliſh him, 
and do the Deviis drudgery. 

Philoſophy tells us 1t 1s a principlein the 
Nature oft Man zo be grateful. 

Hiſtory may tell us that John a» Oaks, 
John a Stiles, or Fago were ungratefuls 
Peetry is to fnllow Nature z Prlofophy 
mult be his guide : hiſtory and fat in par- 
ticular caſes of John an Oaks, or John of 
St1les, are 'no warrant or direction for a 
Poct. Therefore Ariftorle 1s always tell- 
10: No that Poety IS Te weep! ? x, TlAg- 
Go@)cep!, 15 more general and attracts 2d, 
is led more by the Plulolophy, the reaſon 

and 
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and nature of things, than Hiſtory - which 
_ only feeords things thglety, piglery; right 
or Wrong as they happen. Hillory: might 
withour” any preatnble 'or difficulty, fay 
that J4g#"'Was ungratefut: ' Philoſophy then 
cal ER annatrats But the: Poer is nor, 
withourtwte labour-and preparatiof} toe xs 
poſe the Monſter undafter thew rhe Dis 
vine." hee exetured upon him. .The 
Poet”493rbtto add Witte Murder to his ins 
pratituds/ Ye his mr tntidore enough for 
che Poiſhon Mis) HMſl ind Furics are.nor pus 
niſhmet#?TyſRciev? for. one linglexrime, of 
that bulk! Wd aggrdvation. Nt 10 #'} 
63861 xp | KOWVICT*" , 
Ei» #hou dll thor, that Himdterchief 
_ Caks/7 b[1.004,- bs 31) bs 9" y65 Ant 
BP rhe, tinkdid gee "Ty Hashaud: 
Pe tb with Joie ms: eatneſtmeſs, / 
MbYe2D4i indeed Belong 'd ro ſub! Fi ni). 
He = Hg Hffob1. - > 7511 22 3] 
3130031 « FATE 12 1708 "900. OI 
' H&fetWE "ſb 'rhe&'meaneſt wiedinirin the 
Play takes this Handkerchief for atwiflerbes 
ws her-Btusband ro.tfouble his head-abour 
Yet: 'we-tind, it entered into our Paets' 
heb toithake's Tragedy of this Th-ifte.: ,' 
Then for the «#raveling of the: Plot; as 


they call it, never was old-deputy: Recor+ 
L der; 


(146 ) 
der in a Country Town, with his ſpea- 
cles in ſummoning up the evidence, at ſuch 
a” puzzle: ſo blunder'd, and be:doultefied ; 
as is our Poet, to have a good riddance:; 
And ger the Cara/traphe.off his hangs." 

What can remaip with the Auygignce to 
carry home with ther, from this, {ort-of 
Poetry, for their-ufe;and edification 3 how 
can it work; unleſs (inſtead- of ſettling the 
mind,' and purging;:OuF paſſions. ); to delude 
our ſenfes, diſorder :.qur; thoughts, - addle 
our brains: pervert auriafieQions,, qi 
imaginations, corrupt} eur. appetite; an 

Gi Dit head wirh:vanity, . confuſion, iTzn- 
tTamarre, and Jingle-zangle, beyond whatall 
the Pariſh Clarks of Londen, . with their -p/d 
Teſtament farces, and interludes,\ in Richard 
the. feconds time" cou'd. ever prepend to 2 
Our only hopes, for the good of their-Souls, 
can be, that: theſe people-go ca the Play j 
houſe, as they do to\ Church, o.'fir ſtil}, 
look on one another, make no refle@tion, 
nor mind: the Play, more than they-wopld 
a-Sermon.: ANF ; 2991 7 

Thete:is in this Play, ſome burlesk, ſome 
kumour, and ramble of Comical Wit, fome 
ſhew,and fome Mimichry to divertthe ſpefta- 

tors; but the tragical part.is, plainly none 0- 
ther,than a Bloody Farce, without falt.or fa- 

vour, | CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Refleftions 0n the Jualias Cxfr. Men famou 17: 
Hiſtory. Tovbe rob d of their govd name, Satrts 
ledge; Shakeſpear , | «bxſe of Hiſtory, Cot 
tr adiftz8h, in the charatter of Brutus. Villen 
w:d Dante}, that Huph Caper from 4a Butcher. 
Preparation in Poetry." Strong reaſons m Caſhus. 
Romian- Senators irhpertinent as the Venetian, 
Portia |««  Defdemona. The ſame parts ard 
good breeding. How talk. of Buſmeſs. Whif- 
pers. Brutus's Tinder;box, Sleepy Boy,  Fid- 
le. Brutus and Caffins, Flat-foot Mizmicks. 
The Indignity. Labetius. Flay of the Incar- 
nation. The Madontta's —Shouring 414d Battel. 
Serllers in Cornwal. Rehearſal, law for aft- 
 ing-it once '@ week, | 

The Catiline by Ben. Johafon. by an Orator 
t0 be yir - bonus. - Bet con'd dilimgyiſh Men 
and Manners. Sylla's Ghoſt: The ſpetch riot 
t0 be. made in a blird- Corner. Corneille, 
Common ſence teaches Utiity of Attjion, The 

Ss, of neceſſity, keep the Poet to time, 
and place. No rite 'obſers/d. A Life in Plu- 
rarch: As of the Apoſtles. Ben us tidus in- 
terpres. 1s the Horſe in Mill in flat oppoſition 
t0 Horace. Trifiing tale, or corruption of Hi- 
ſeory, unfit for Tragedy. Incontempt of Poetry, 
Artiontants not the occaſion of the Death of 


Socrates. Was for a reformation in the ſer- 
L 2 Vice 


( 148) 
vice books With what adareſs he efe@29a 


ohh | 

Sarpedon's Faſt, of divine inſtitution. The leaſt 
ſally from, or Parentheſis in the ancient Comedy 
of more moment than all our Tragedies, Engliſh 
Comedy the beſt. 


N the former Play, our Poet might be 
the bolder, the perſons being, all his 
own Creatures, and meer fiftion. . But here 
he ſins not againſt Nature and Philoſophy 
only, but againſt the moſt known Hiſtory, 
and the memory of the Nobleſt..Romans, 
that ought to be ſacred to all Poſterity. He 
might be familiar with Orhe/o' and Fago, 
as his own natural acquaintance: but Cz- 
far and Brutus were above his conyerſation: 
To put them in Fools Coats, and make 
them Jack-puddens in the JShakeſpear dreſs, 
is a Sacriledge, beyond any thing'in Spe/- 
man. The Truth 1s, this authors head' was 
full ofvillainous,unnatural images,and hifto- 
ry has only furniſh'd him with great names, 
thereby to recommend them to the Worlds 
by writing over them, Zhu « Brutus z. thu s 
Cicero ; thu uw Czxſar. But generally his 
Hiſtory flies in his Face 3 And comes in flar 
contradiction to - the Poets imagination. 
As for example : of Brutus ſays Antony, his 
Enemy. : 


Ant, 
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Ant. ----ZJs life was gentle, and the Ele- 
ments 
So mixt in him, that Nature might ſtand up, 
And ſay to all the World, this was a Man. 


And when every body judg'd it neceſia- 
ry to kill Antony, our Author in his Lace- 
nical way, makes Brutus ſpeak thus : 


Bru. Our Courſe will jeem too bloody, Caius 
Caſſius, | 
To cut the Head off ,and then hack the Limbs, 
Like wrath in death, and ewvy aft*r wards; 
For Antony u but a Limb of Czſar: 
Let's be Sacrificers, bat not Butchers, Caius, 
We all {and ut arainſt the Spirit of Czar, 
And in the Sprrit of man there ts no blood 
O that we then cou'd come byaxtfars Spirit, 
And not diſmember Czſar ; but, alas / oY 
Czſar muſt bleed for it. And gentle friends, i F 
Let's kill him boldly, but not wrathfully x 
Let's carve him, as a diſ\fit for the Gods, 
Not hew him,as a Carkaſs fit for Hounds. 


_ 


And let our Hearts, as ſubile Maſters do, 3 | 
Stir up their Servants to an att of rage, "i : 
And after ſeem to chide 'em, This ſhallmake 6 
Our purpoſe neceſſary, and not envious : bk - 
Which" ſo appearing to the common eyes, R Ef 
| L 3 We 4 
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IWe ſhall be calf d Purgers, not murderers, 
Anil for Mark Antony: think not of him : 
For hecan do no more than Caiars arm, 
When Caeſars head is off. 


' In theſe two ſpeeches we have the true 
character of Brutus, according to Hiſtory. 
But when Shakteſpear's own blundering 


Maggot- of ſelf contradiction works, then 
mult Brutus cry out. 


Bru. ---- Stoop, Romans, /toop, 
And let us bath our hands in Czfars blood 
Up tothe Elbows == 


Had this: been ſpoken by ſome King of 
FFravce, we might remember Yilox : 


Se fuſſe des hoirs Hue Capel, 
Qui fut exirait de boucherie, 
On m' cut parmy ce drapel, 
Fait boire de Feſcorcherie. 


And what Dante has recorded. 


Chiamato jui di laVgo ciapetta, 

Di me ſon Nati i Philippi, & Loigh, 

Per cut novelamente e Francia retta, 

Figltvol fui d un Beccaio di Parigs-r--_ 
” For 


pl 
& 


% 
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For, indeed, that I anguage which Shake- 
ſpear puts iv rhe Mouths of Brutus.wyou d 
not ſuir, ox be convenient, unleſs from ſome 
ſoa of the Shambles, or ſome natural off- 
> aps, the Butchery. But never any Foet 
o boldly-ana fo barefac d, floun-*d long 
from contradiction to contradiciions A 
lirtle preparation and forecaſt might do well 
now and then. For his Deſdemona's Mar- 
rage, He might have helped out rhe pro- 
bability by feigning how that ſome way, or 
other, a Black-amoor Woman had been/her 
Nurſe, and fſuckl'd her : Or that once, up- 
on a time, ſome Virtuoſo had transfus'd in- 
to her Veins the Blood of a black Sheep : 
after which ſhe might* never be at quiet 
till the is, as the Poet will have it, Tape 
with an old black ram. 


But to match this pithy diſcourſe-of Br«- 
tw ; fee the weighty argumentative ora- 
tion, whereby Caſſius draws him into the 
Conſpiracy. | 


Caf. --c- Brutus, and Czfar : what fbou'd 
be m that Czfar ? 
Why fhou'd that name be ſounded more than 
yours 2 27h” 
L 4 Write 
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Write-them together ; yours is as fair a name: 
Sound them, it doth become the,mouth as well. 
Weigh them, it 35 as heguy: conjure with them, 
Brurus will fart a Spirit as ſoon as\ xlar. \.. 
Now, in the names:of all tbe Gof{s at once, 
7/pon what meat doth this our Ceſar feed, 
That he is grown ſo great? Age, theu art 
ſham'd ; 
Rome Zhou haſt loſt the. breed of, mods bloods. 
When went there by an Age ſince the great 
flood, 
But it was fam'd with more, than with one 
man 2 
When could they #35 C till now ) (hat ralk'd of 
Rome, - ; 
That her wide Walls encompaſs'd but one man? 
Now 4t is Rome zudeed, and 100m enough 
When there 15 in it but one only Man _ 


One may Note that all our Authors Se- 
nators, and- his Qtrators had theirJearning 
and education at rhe ſame ſchool, be they 
Venctians, Black-amoors; Ottamites, or no- 
ble Romans. Brutus and Caſſius here, may 
-ap ſentences, with PBrabantio, and the Doge 
of Venice, or any Magnifico of them. all. 
We ſaw how the Venetian Senate ſpent.their 
woe, . when, amidſt their alarrms,. cal'd+to 
Counſel at midnight. Here the Roman 

Sena- 


/ 
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Senators, the midnight before Ceſar*s death 
(met in- rhe Garden-of Bratus,: to ſettle 
the - mattcr of their Conſpiracy, ) are gazing 
up to the Stars, and have no more in they 
heads than to 'wrangle about which | is the 
Eaſt and Wed, 


Decius. ere lies the Eaſt, doth not the 
day break here? 


Caska. Ne. 
Cinna. O, pardon, Sir, at doth, and you 


grey lines, 


That fret the Clouds, are Meſſengers of Day, 


Caska. 7ou uit confe fs that you are both 
deceiv'd : 
Here as I point my Sword, the Jun ariſes, 
Which is a great way growzng ou the South, q 
Weighing the youthful ſeaſon of the year, GC: 
Some two months hence, up higher toward | 
the North, i 
He firſt preſents. bis fire, and the high Eaſt | 
Stands as the Capitol diretily here. 


- This is dire&tly, as Bays tells us, fo ſhew 
the World a Pattern here, how men ſbou'd 
talk of Bufineſs,- But it wou'd be a wrong 

| to 
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to the Poet, not to inform the reader, that 
on the Stage, «the SpeCtators ſee Brarus and 
Gaſfins all this while at Whiſper together. 
That is the intportanee, that deſerves all 
the attention. But the grand queſtion wou'd 
be : does the Audience bear 'em Whiſper 2 


Uth. Why, truly 1 can't tell : there's 
much to be ſaid upon the word Whiſper---- 


Another Poet wou'd have allow'd the 
noble Brutus a Watch-Candle in his Cham- 
ber this important night, 'rather than have 
puzzel'd his Man Zucixs to grope in'the 
dark for a Flint and Tinder-box, to ger the 
Taper lighted. It wou'd have beenno great 
charge to the Poet, however. Afterwatds, 
another night, the Fiddle is in danger to be 
broken by this ſleepy Boy. 


Bru, If thou doft nod thou break'ſt thy Tn 
fſtrument. 


But paſs we to the famous Scene, where 
Brutus and Caſſius are by the Poet reprefſen- 
ted aCting the parts of Mimicks : from the 
Nobility and Buskins; they” are made the 
Flanipedes ; are brought to daunce bare- 
foot, for a SpeQacle'to the people, 0 

Philo- 
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Philoſphers, two. generals, (zwperatores 
was their title ) the a/11m7 Romanorum, are 
to play the Bullies and Buffoon, to ſhew 
their Legerdemain, their a&zvity of face, 
and divarication of Muſcles. They are to 
play a prize, atryalof skill in hufting and 
ſwaggering , like two drunken Hectors, 
for a two-penny reckoning. 


_ When the Roman Mettle was ſomewhat 
more allaid, andtheir Stomach not fo very 
fierce,in Auguſtus's time; Laberius,who was 
excellent at that ſport, was forced once by 
the Emperor to ſhew his Talent upon the 
Stage : 1n his Prologue, he complains that 


Neceſſity bas no law. 

It was the will of Cziar brought me hither, 
What was imagin'd for me te deny 

This Czfar ; when the Gods deny him nothing? 


But fays he, 


--- Ego bis tricenis aunts attis ſme nota, 
Eques Romanus lare egreſſus meo, 

Domum revertor Mimus. Nimiraum hac die 
Una plus vixi mihi quam viveudum ſuit--- 


Twice thirty years have T liv'd without ble- 
miſh ; Prom 
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From home I came a Roman Gentleman, 
But back ſhall go a Mimick. This one day 
Is one day longer than T ſhou'd have liv'd. 


This may ſhew with what anligniy our 
Poet treats the nobleſt Rowans. But there 
is no other cloth in his Wardrobe. Every 
ene muſt be content to weara Fools Coat, 
who comes to be dreſſed by him. - Nor is 
he more civil to the Ladies. Portza, in 
good manners, might have challeng'a more 
reſpect : ſhethat ſhines, a glory ot the firſt 
magnitude inthe Gallery of Heroick Dames, 
is with our Poet, ſcarce one remove from 
a Natural: She is the own Couſin German, 
of one piece, the very ſame impertinent 
filly fleth and blood with Deſdemona. Shate- 
ſpears genius lay for Comedy and Humour, 


d 


In Tragedy he appears quite out of his Ele- 


ment ; his Brains are turn'd, he raves and 
rambles, without any coherence, any ſpark 
of reaſon, or any rule to controul him, or 
ſet boundsto his phrenzy. His imagination 
was ſtill running after his Maſters, the 
Coblers, and Pariſh Clerks, and Oi Tefa- 
ment Stroulers, So he 'might make. bold 
with Portias as they had done with the 
Virgin Mary. Who, in a Church Adting 
their Play call'd The Incarnation, had uſu- 

-- +» ay 
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ally the Ave Mary, mumbl'd over to a ſtrad- 
ling wench ( for the bleſſed Virgin ) ſtraw- 
hatted, blew-apron'd, big-bellicd, with her 
Immaculate Conception up.to her chin. 


The Italian Painters are noted for draw- 
ing. the Madonna's by their own Wives or 
Myſtreſſes ; one might wonder what ſorr 
of Betty Mackerel, Shakeſpear found in his 
days, to fit for his Portia, and -Deſdemona;; 
and Ladies of a rank, and dignity, for their 
place in Tragedy. But to hum a Tragedy 
180- Burlesk, a merry Iragedy was no Mon- 
ſter,-no abſurdity, nor atallprepotterous- 
all- colours are the fame to a Blind man. 
The Thugder and Lightning, the Shouting 
and Battel, andalarms every where in this 
play;. may well keep the Audience awake; 
otherwiſe no Sermon wou'd''be ſo ſtrong; . 
an-Opiate. But ſince the memorable action 
by. the Patzey Pikes, the Hammerſmith 
Brigate, and the Chelſey Cuirajners : one 
might thiok, in a modeſt Nation, no Bats 
tel' -wou'd ever preſume to ſhew upen the 
Stage agen, unleſs it were at Perzn in Corn- 
wal, where the ſtory goes that, ſome time 
beforethe year'88. the Spaniards once were 
landing to burn the Town, juſt at the nick 
- when a Company of JSjroalers with their 

| Drums 
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Drums and their ſhouting were ſetting & am 
ſon upon the Philitines; which ". ard 
Mr. Spaniard, that they Scampered back to 
their Galions, as apprehending our whiole 
Tilbury Camp had lainin Ambuſhand were 
coming; ſoufe upon them. *' 93k 

- Ar Athens(they tell us) the Tragedies of 
ZEſculus, Sophocles, and Euripides were en- 
roll d with their Laws,and made part of their 
Statute-Book. 3 | 

-. We want a law for ACting the Rehearſal 
once a week, to keep us in our ſenſes, and 
ſecure us againſt the Noife and Nonfence, 
the Farce and:Fuſtian which, in the name of 
Tragedy, Have fo long invaded, and uſurp 
our I heater. _ AT 


Tully defines an Orator to be, Yr Zonws 
Sealing peritus. Why muſt he beai good 
Man, as if a [bad Man might not be 4 good 
Speaker 2 But what avails it to Speak well, 
nnleſs a man is well heard?. To'gain afren- 
tion 4riftotle told us, it was neceſſary that 
an Oraror be a good Man ; therefore he that 
writes Tragedy ſhould be careful that the 
perſons of his Drama, be of conſideration 
and importance, that the Audience'may'rea- 
dily lend an Ear, and give attention to What 
they fay, and at. Who would II 
aa, a crow 


2 crowd to hear what Mr. Zago, Roderigo, 
or Caffo, is like to.ſay. From a Vene- 
rian Senate, or a Roman Senate one might 


expect great 5; wa But their, Poet was 
gn ores ; he 


. Orts ; NE1 4 it. not for.g| 3 the Se- 
nators muſt be ne wiſer than other tolk. 


"4 T1 is { 

appears Syla 5: Ghoſt, : | 
A [£5 2900 
Doft thou wot feel me, Rome 2 Not yet ? 


v 
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© One would, is reaſon, imagine the Ghoſt 


15, i lore pablick ; Open place, upon ſome 
pb aca where Rome is all within his 


view : But itis a yol ne. thing to find 
that this. rating Rodomontado- ſpecch is 
1n-3.dark, cloſe, privateilceping hole of Ce 
Upine's\,,; | 
Yer the Chorws, | is of all wonders the 

ſtrangeſt. The Chorus is always preſeat on 
the Kage, privy. to,and inter inall that 


( i60 T : 
afles, ind'theretpon make” their Reflect: 
ay fo Cortltte the ſeverat Ads. - 


 Syats hb cho ck Gi Cos 
fd thi Key hole 5 but how comes 
rus int 0art968 Cabiidt 91 + >» 7) 21098 


Aurelia is foon' after with" hitnlros;" ut 


the Poet had perhaps provided” hier” 1oine 
Fruckle-bes Shes dark Cloſerby Hun" 2” 
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In Mi6id X'is ſtra inge e thit B&y,* who! oh 
derſtood the turn of my lo well 
had found the ſucceſs, * W-! 
in the dark, and prolly 7 
without head or tail, without any ru 
go withour any 'r&afoft or 

ight not the Atts of the ApoſtJes, or a 7A 


lataich,\be as welt Atd, 'ant{ 38 pro- 
perky called '4 Tragedy, "any Hil 
(7 TORY 52090 mM. 
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Grrneil6 "thills us; in the” Peeanid oft 
Melite.- thatwhen T: he begar? e&:8rits: 


A z Conſpirac y? 


he thought there had been no "Ruls $3 
had no guide but a little Common /exce, 
with'the Example of Mr. Hardy, and J&me 

others, #43 tnore_repular)than he. > THis 
is (fays'ht} which wat af my 


rule 
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rule, brought me to find out the unity of At- 
on to imbroyl four Lovers by one and we} us 
intreague. Ben. Johnſon, beſides his Com: 
mon ſence to teil himrhat the Tnzry of Ac: 
tion was neceffiry ; bad ftumbl'd (1 know 
not how ) on a Chorus; which is not trol e 
drawn through a Key-hole, to be lopg'd 
about, or juggl'd with an hocus pocus hither 
and thither ; nor ſtow'd ina garret, nor put 
into quarters with the Breentford Army, 1o 
muſt of neceſſity keep tie Poet to wnity of 
place ; And alſo to ſome Conſcionable r:me, 
tor.the repreſentation : Becauſe the Chorus 
15 not tobe rruſted out of ſight, is notto cat 
or drink till they have given up their Ver- 
dit, and the Zlaudite rs over. 


One would not talk of rules, or what tis 
regular with Sbateſpear, or any followers, 
in the'Gang of the Srrouling Fraternity ; but 
It is Jlamenrable that Bey. Fohſor, his Store 
and his Tymber, however ocherwiſe of 
value, muft 1ye a miſerable heap of ruins, 
for want of Archire@ure, or ſome Son of 
Virruvius, to joyn them ropgether. He 
had red ZZrace, had Tranſlated that to the 
Piſones : 


M/. Ner 
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. Nec verbum wverbo curabus reddere, fidus 
Interpres,-*-= | 


Ben. --»- Being a Poet, thou may /t fergn, 
| ( create, 
Net care, as thou wouldſt faithfully tran- 
(Slate, 


To render word for word--- 


And this other precept. 


Nec circa vilem, patulurmque morabe is 


Orbem. 


Ben. ---The vile, broad-trodden ring for- 
ſake. 


What is there material in this Catz/:ne, 
either in the Manyers. inthe Thoughts, or 
in the Expreſſion, ( three parts of Trage- 
dy ) which is not word for word tranſlati- 
on ? In the Fable, or Plot (which is the 
firſt, and principal part) what ſee we, but 
the vile broad trodden ring 2 Vile, Horace 
calls it, asa thing below, and too mean for 
any man of wit to buſic his head withal. 
Patulum, he calls it, becauſe it is obvious, 

and 
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and cafe for any body todo as much as that 
comes to. "Tis but to plodd along, ſtep by 
ſtep in the ſame tratt : 'Tis drudgery only 
for the blind Horſe in a Mill. No Creature 
found of Wind and Limb, but wou'd chiuſe 
a nobler Field, and a more generous Ca- 
reer. 


Fromer, we find, ſlips ſometime into a 
Tra of Sc ripture, but his Pezajus is not 
ſtabl'd there, preſently up he ſprings, 
mounts alofr, 1s on. the.,wing, no carthly 
bounds, or barricrs to confine 111M. 

For Bey, to {in tlius againl{t the cleareſt 
light and conviction, argues a ſtrange ſtu- 
pidity - It was bad enough in hum, againſt 
his Judgment and Conſcience, fs) nterlard 
ſo much fiddle faddle e, Comedy, and Afpo- 
cryphal matters in the Hiſtory : Becauſe, 
torſooth, 


4 
nl 


_ ti 1am plebecula pg raudet. 


; Where the Poet has choſen a ſubject of 
importance ſufficient and 254 for 'Trage- 


c 
dy, there 1s no _ for this petty interlude 
and diverſion. Had ſome Princes come 
expreſs from Salankemen ( remote as it is ) 
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to give an account of the battel, whuiſt tlie 
ſtory was hot and new, and made a relat-- 
on accurate, and diſtintly, with all the 
pomp, andadvantage of the Theatre, wou'd 
the Audience have ſuſfer'd a Tumbler or 
Baboon, a Bear, or Rope dancer to have 
withdrawn their attention ; or to haveinter- 
rupted the Narrative z tho' it had held as 
long as a Dramarick Repreſentation. Nor 
at that time wou'd they thank a body for 
His quibbles, or wit out of feafon : This 
mans Feather, or that Captains Embroider- 
ed Coat might not be touched upon but in 
a vcry ſhort Parenthefts. 


It is meerly by the ill-choſen Subject, or 
the i!]-adjuiting it, that the Audience runs. 
a gadding after what is forreign, and from 
the buſineſs. And when ſome ſenceleſs tri- 
fling tale, as that of Orbe/lo; or ſome 
mangi'd, abusd, undigeſted, interlarded 
Hiſtory on our Stage impiouſly aſſumes the 
facred name of Tragedy, it is no wonder it 
the Thcaire grow corrupt and ſcandalous, 
and Poetry trom its Ancient Reputation and 
Dignity, is funk to the utmolk Contempt 
and Derifion, 


Many have been offended with Ariflopha- 


nes 


es as acceſlary to the death of Socrates ; \ut 
who ſo ſhall conſider the State of affairs ar 
that juncture, when the (Clouds was ated, 
might ſooner believe the Poets deſign was 
rather previous, (as we call ir) toftry the 
ſtrengch of a Farty, by the Countenance 
of the People : And the ſucceſs of this Play, 
they diſcovered how far the intereſt of 4/cz- 
Eiades prevailed, Alcibiades was the dan- 
gerous man ro the Government, too big 
tor the Republiclk and tor Ar:i/:ophaxcs 
himlſelt. | 


Socrates came not to be judicially arraign- 
ed in twenty years attcr the Comedy. 
They firft had made ſure of his proteCtor, 
and got him out of the way. Upon which, 
the Common-wealth party took heart, and 
wou'd make the Philoſopher anſwer for the 
rare accompliſhments which Alc:ibiaves had 
drawn'trom him, and fo1i'l Employed. 


Socrates ſhould not have mocked at the 
O11 Religion, till ſure of ſome means to in- 
troduce a better. JMocrates had not the gift 
of Miracles. 


Alcibiades with his Companions cou'd 
learn;tromSccrates toblaſplemethe cſtabliſh- 
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ed Worſhip : But were too ſenſual for a 
urer Faith, and Divine ſpeculations. 

lhereupon followed ſo many mad pranks 
amongtt them : As that for example, when 
the Gods of tne Town ( ſet at every mans 
Door) were, as thcy had been ſo many 
Sign-polts, ail in one night broken down. 
How would tic People look, after this out- 
rage 2 Whatcou'd they expect, but Hell ro 
ſwallow 'em up all quick, the next morn- 
ing ? 

; 

Ariſtophanes, 1n a ſober way, was not a- 
g4n't a Reformation. He attempted an 
alt:ration, and wrought it Eftecualiy, As 
parti-w/arly : The Aizenzans, wanting 4 
true Cilculation of the courſe of the Moon, 
were often 1n great contufion about thcir 
Holy-days. They kept Faſt often when 
they ſhould have Feaſled, and other timcs 
had their Feſtival on a work-day ; and ma- 
ny times the Feaſt and Faſt came a-pick a- 
pack. To reCtilie- this, 1n that very Play 
(the Clouds) againſt Secrates, there the 
Chr4s returns, and addreſlcs to the Specta- 
to s, 11 this manner. 


As we were departing, the Moon ( our La- 
cy) met as, | 
A:d lid us tell ye, Firſt, 
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Firſt, that ſhe gives her love to you, aud 
your Confederates. 

In the next place that ſhe is angry with you, 
as ill dealt withal by you, 

For her good turns to all of you, not in 
words, 
but Effeflually. 

In particular, every monthyhe ſaves youtwo * 
pence half-penny, in Lanthorn and Candle» 
Light : 

And then going abroada nights you cry, Holt, 
boy, there "ate no Link, "tis Moon-ſhine. 
In other reſpetts She likes you well, 
Siving that you are out in your Accounts 
moſt ſhame fully, 
Jumbling all things hand over head connfoun- 
edly ; 
In ſo much that the Gods threaten her immo- 
derately : 
When their appetite is baulk'd, and they go 
home with hungry Noſtrils, becauſe you want 
a good Almanac. 
For when you ſhould be $ nevgfeing, 
Then are you at the Seſſwns, eryam? Felons and 
Pick-pockets, 
On the other hand, when 'tis Ember-week in 
Heaven, 
And oll are Falling, with an a-lack 5 aud 
well aday : 
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For the death of Mcmnaon or Sarpedon ; 


Then fracat your Hecatombi--- 

By this, every Lody were convinced that 
the form by law eftabliſhed wanted amend- 
. ment ;. the Prieſts. trom all. parts were ga-. 
ther'd together ? they were aſham'd of their 
Calendar, Reform, Reforrfi was. rhe anly 
cry among(t 'em ; Not ane No/umnw---In ell 
the Conyacation. 


And thereupon Meton, the Marthematici- 
af was fent for, and fe to work ; And from 
rence our Chrono-graphers had a new 
Ep: cha. | 


. From, this place. we may obſerve another 
reaſon for Hmer, againſt the * objeftion 
by PYato, to wit, that: {Jamey had an eye 
10 theGreek L:7argie, And that paſſage in Ho- 
mori as tc {how Sarpedons Faſt to be of Dz- 
wine Irjtitutton. | 


This ſmall. Sally, or Rartout from the play 
is of greater Moment, is of more weigat and 
importance, than all the Tragegies on our 
Stage con'd pretend to, And yet tor mo- - 
dern Comedy, doubrieis our Engliſh arethe 
beſt io the World, 
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Extrait des Regiſtres du Parlement da Ven: 
dredy 9. Decembre lan 1541. Monſitus 
de S. Andre Preſident. 


Ntre le Procureur General du Roy pre- 
nantle fait en main pour les pauvres de 
Parisdemandeur & requerant | enterinement 
d'une Requeſte par luy preſentee a laCour 
d une part. 

Et Maiſtre Francois Hamelin Notaire au 
Chaſtelet de Paris, Francois Pouldrain, Le- 
onard Choblets, Jean Louvet, Maiſtres En- 
trepreneurs du Jeu, & Myltere des Actes des 
Apoſtres, n'agueres execute eq cette Ville de 
Paris, detendeurs a Venteriement de ladite 
Requeſte, d autre. | 

Le Maiſtre pour le Procureur du Roy, 
dit qu anciennemert les Romains ioftituerenr 
pluſieurs jeux publics, de la plus part def- 
quels parle Tite Live, & les recite tous Fla- 
V1us quit a Ecrit de Roma trinmphante. Mais 
quelques jeux que ce fuſlent, 1]n'y en avoir 
aucuns qui fuſſent ordinaires ; ains ne ſe fat- 
ſoient finon les occaſions occurrentes, &: 
pour quelques cauſes notables & inhgnes, 

| | comme 
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comme pour quelque vioire ou triomphe, 
ou pour quelque pompe funebre ou autre 
notable cauſe. Vray eſt que Feſtus Pom- 
peius recite une maniere de jeux qui ſe fai- 
ſoicnt ſans occaſions, & dicebantur ludt ſc. 
lares ; mais ils ne ſe taiſotent, nf? centeſrmn 
quoque anno. Ft encore apres que les Ro- 
mains turent attediez de tels jeux publics 
& qu'ils connurent qu'ls tournotent en laf- 
civete, & in perniciemde la Republique, ils 
les laifſeent : & y eutloy expreſle que- les 
frais & impenſes qui ſe faiſoient de jeux 
publics, ſeroient employez es reparations 
de la viile de Rome: Et encore eſt aujour- 
d'huy cette !loy ecrite, /. unica c. de FExpenſis 
ludorum 1b. 11. 

Er pour le fair, dit que pnis trois ou qua- 
tre ans en ca les Maiſtres dela Paſſion ont 
entrepris de faire joier & repreſenterie My- 
ſtere de la iaſſion qui a elte fair, & parce 
qu'il s'eft trouve qu'ils y ont fait gros gain, 
font venus aucuns particuliers gen non let- 
trez, ny entendus en telles affaires, & gens 
de condition infame, comme un Menuſier, 
un Sergent a Verge, & un 'Tapiſſier & au- 
tres qui ont fait jotierles Actes des Apoſtres, 
en iceux commis plufieurs fautes, tant aux 
feintes qu'au jeu, & pour allonger le temps 
on fait compoſer, dicter: & adjouſter plu- 

| | fieur_ 
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ſicurs choſes apocryphes, quoy que foit nor 
contenues cs Actes des Apoltres, & tai 
durer trois ou quatre journees, alin d'c riger 
plus d argent du peuple, en entremetrant a 
la fin ou au commencement du jeu, farces 
laſcives & de mocqueries, en ont tait du- 
rer eur jeu l'eipace de {1x ou ſept mois, d'ou 
ſont advenus, & adviennent cellitions de 
ſervice divin, refroidiilement de charitez 
& aumoſnes, adulteres & tornications 1n- 
finies, ſcandales, derifions & mocgueries. 


| Et pour les declarcr en premier Hieu par 
le menu, dit que pendant lefdits jeux, && 
tant quil ont dure, le commun peuple des 
huit a neut heures du -matin £s jours de 
; Feſtes delaitloit fa Metlc Paroiſſiale, Ser- 
mon & Veſpres pour aller cſdits jeux garder 
{a place, & y eltre juſqu a cinq heures du 
ſoir : ont ecſle les Predications, car neu. 
ſeat eu les Predicateurs qui les cuſt ecoutez, 
Er retournant defdits jeux, fe mocquoijent 
hautement & publiquement par les rucs deſ- 
aits jeux & des joucurs, contrefaiſant quel- 
que langage 1mpropre qu'ils avoient ouy deſ- 
dits Jeux ou autre choſe mal faite, criant 
par derifion que le S. Eſprit navoit 
point vonlu deſcendre, Gr Par C'autres MOC- 
queries. Et le plus ſouyent ies Preitres des 
Paroifles 
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Paroiſies pour avoir leur paſſe-temps daller 
efdirs jeux, ont delaitſe dire Veſpres les 
jours de Feſtes, on les ont dites tout feuls 
des'heure de Midy, heurenon accouſtumee: 
& melme les Chantres ou Chappellains de 
Ja Sainte Chappelle de ce Palais rant que 
teidits j2ux ont dure, ont dit Veſpres les 
jours de Feſtes a Iheure de midy, & en- 
core les diſfoient en poſe & a la legere pour 
allerefdits jeux , choſe indecente , non ac- 
couftumee 6 de mauvais exemple , & con- 
tre les ſaints Conciles de I'Egliſe , meſme 
contre le Concile de Chartage, in c. qu 
die de conſecrat. dift. 1: ou eftdit : («7 
ie foiemni pratermiſſo Fecleſi@ conventu ad 
Spettacuia vadit , excommunicetuv. 


Secundo , les Predications font plus de- 
centes pour Finſtruftion du peuple, atten- 
du quelies fe font par Theologiens gens 
dottes & de fſcavoir , que ne ſont ks Attes 
ou repreſentations qu'on appelle jeux que 
font gens ignorans Er mdoctes qui n'cn- 
cendent ce qu ils font ne ce quils dient, re- 
preſentant Jes Atesdes Apoſtres, le vieux 
Teſtament & autres ſemblables Hillotres 
qu'i!ls $'efforcenr de reprefenter. 


Tertio , 1] cft certain & indubitable par 


JUugem ant 
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zugement natural- que fiction d'une choſe 
neſt poſſible ſans prealable intelligence de 1a 
yerite. Car fiction n'eſt autre choſe qu'une 
approche que Vons $'efforce faire au plus 
prez que 1'on peut de la verite. Et tant 
les Entrepreneurs que les joucurs ſont gens 
ignares & non lettrez qui ne ſcavent ny A. 
ny B. qui n'ont iatelligence non ſeulement 
de la Sainte Ecriture , zmmo ny d'Ecritures 
prophanes. Sont les joiicurs artiſans me- 
chaniques, comme Cordonniers, Savetiers, 
Crocheteursde Greve, de tous eſtats & arts 
mechaniques, qui ne ſcavent lireny ecrire, 
& qui on-ques ne furent inſtruits ny exer- 
cez en Theatres & licux publics a faire tels 
aCtes, & davantage n ont langue diferte ny 
langage propre , ny les accens de pronon- 
ciation decente, ny aucune intelligence de 
ce qu'ils. dient : tellement que le plus ſou- 
vent advient que d'un mot ils en font trois! 
font point ou pauſe au milicu d'une propo- 
ſition, fens ou oraiſon imparfaite; font 
d'un interrogant un admirant, ou autre 
geſte , prolation au- accent contraires 4 ce 
qu'ils dient, dont fouvent advient derifion 
& clameur publique dedans le Theatre 
meſme, telement qu'au lieu de tourner 4 
<dification , leur jeu tourne a ſcandale &r de- 
rifion, | 
Quarts , 
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Quaarto, ils meſlent le plus ſouvent des 
farces , & autres jeux impudiques, laſcifs 
ou deriſoires qu'ils jouent & la fin ou au 
commencement, pour attirer le commun 
peuple a y retourner, qui ne demande que 
telles voluptez & folies, qui ſont choſes de- 
fenducs par tous les Saints Conciles de 
FEgliſc, de mefler Farces & Comedies de- 
rifoires avec les Myſteres Eccleſiaſtiques, 
ainft qu'il eſt traitte par tous les DoCteurs 
in c. cum decorem. de vita & hozeſtate Cle- 
ricorum , & per hoc in ſumma eodem titulo, 
Item ludi Theatrales. Et par le Concile 
de Baſle au decret de Spettacals in Eccleſia 


non faciendis, 


Q24into, Von reconnoiſt oculairement que - 
tout ce quils en font, eſt ſeulement pour 
le queſt & pourle gain, comme ils ferojtent 
d'une Taverne ou negotiation, & qu'ils 
veulent devenir Hiſtrions , Joculateurs ou 
Batteleurs; car comme dit Panorm, 2x 
tit, cum decorem, un perſonnage eſt repute 
Hiſtrion , . Batteleur - & Joculateur quand 
par deux fois | retourne cauſa queſtus A faire 
jeux ou ſpeCtacles publics... & ainſi en pro- 
pres termes le declare Panorm: 2» ditto 11t. 
cum decorem, Cy lon void que ja par deux 

| | fois 
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fois il y ſont venus pour le queſt & profit 
ſeulement , & dan en an, ils haull:nt le 
prix; car Ja premiere anne: ils taiſoient 
payer vingt & cinq cſcus pour c':acune loge, 
& la feconde us en ont fait = er trente Gt 
trente ſix cſcus; & maintenant ils les met- 
tent a quarente Gt cinquante eſcus ſol. Ainſi 
Fon connoiſt oculairement qu'iln'y a que le 
queſt & p:ofit particulter qui les mene, 6c 
ne font qu'inventions pour tirer fubtilement 
argent du peuple. 


Sexto , il advient mille inconveniens & 
maux; car ſous couleur de ces jeux, ſe font 
pluſicurs parties & allignations, 1alinies for- 
nications, adulteres , maquerellages. Et 
pour cette cauſe ell eadem rubrica ſeu titus 
lug in lib, 11. c. de Spettacults, & Scenicis, 
£5 Lenonibus. 


Septimo, (i ſont eſdits jeux commeſla- 
tions & depenſes extraordinatres p: wr 12 com- 
mun peuple ; tellement que og quua pauvre 
artiſan aura gagne tut b {cmaine, ul Vira 
depengre en un jour ef/!\', j.tix, tant pour 
payer a Tentree | Qu't ec! co:m.meſlation Ge 
yvrognetle ; & faudra que fa temme Cc en- 
fans en endurent toute la {emain. 


Octavs . 
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Ofavo, Von aconnu par experience que 
tefdirs jeux ont grandement duminus tes 
charitez & auſmoſnes, rellement qu'en fix 
mois qu'ont durelcfdis jeux, les anſmonesont 
diminue de la fomme de trois millelivres, 
& en appert par certification fignee desCom- 
miſlaires ſur le fait des pauvres. 


Ceneanmoins un nomme le Royer,&yen- 
deur de poiſſon,un Tapiſlier, un Menufier & 
quelues autres leurs compagnons ont de nou- 
veauentrepris de faire jouer Panneeprochane 
le vieil Teftamear,& veulent faire deſormais 
un ordinaire deſdits jeux pour exiger argent 
du peuple.” | 


Dont averty le Procureur General da Roy, 
a preſente ſa Requeſte pour leur faire mhi- 
bitions & detentes- de non paſſer outre a 
ſear entrepriſe. Is luy 'ont apporte une 
ſettre de Privilege qu'ils difent avoir obtent 
da Roy, qu'ils ont prefentee avec une Re- 
queſte au Lieutenant Criminel qui neleura 
voulu repondre. Au moyen de quoy ils fe 
fonr retirez au Lieutenant Civil , -qut leur | 
a repondu leur Requeſte, & ponr ce que 
par lefdites lettres ils ont donnea entendre 
au Roy quils le font par zele de deyotion , 


Gt 


re eee 
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& pour | edificatic ds ecuple, Gui ck chote 
non veritable , &z y repuone eur quaſite 2% 
encore plus teurs © facultez : mais le fan t 
ſculement par une negotntion ou marchar 


diſe & pour le queſt , gain & prom qu" ls 


en eſperent , rg 2utrement le fercient. 
Davantage y 2 plufiens ci oſes an Vieil Te- 
{tament Sunil n eſt expedient declarcr au peu- 


Pie, comme Gets ONAnce CS 1mbecuy!, 


quit pourroit prenzre occaſion ce Judaiiime 
a fauted'intelligence. | 

Pour ces cauſes & autres con'terations 
qui ſerotent de long recir, conclud a ten- 
terinement de ſa Requeſte ; Cz en cc faifanc 
que defenſes leur ſoient faites de non patter 

outre 4 leur cntrepriſe Ucfdits Jeux du \ eil 
Teſtament, juſquiau bon plauir, vouloir 
& intention du Roy , les chotzs ft :{ires par 
luy entenclues, 

'A auffi ledit Procurcur Genera! preſents 
autre Requeſte, a ce que pour les cauſes 
ſiſdites , les anciens Entrepren-nrs foient 
renus mettre, & deſivrer de leur ein & 
deniers proccdans deſdirs jeux des Actes de 
Apoſtres, la fomme de hut cen Wins 
pRrans. enla bozre aux pauvres par proviſion, 

& faut apres avoir veu par a Cour teſtarde 
ous frais & de leur gain, en ordonner plus 
grande ſomme, fi faire fe doit.  Ainſt en 
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ur en pareil cas ordonne contre les Mai- 
itres de Ia Paſſion. Er requiert qu'a cc 
laire 1/s ſoicnt. contraints chacun de'eux ſeul, 
&X pour te tout, par vente & exploitationde 
icurs biens, & meſme par empriſonnement 
de leurs perſonnes, & conclud. 
 Ryant dit qu'il na charge de detendre a 
ia Requeſte du Procureur General du Roy 
pour le regard des Maiſtres Entrepreneurs 
du myſtere des Actes des Apoſtres ; mais 
ſculement 4 charge pour les nouveaux Mai- 
ſires Entreprencurs du myltere ce Vancicn 
Teilament, remogntre a la Cour les cauſes 
qui les ont meus aentreprendre faire execu- 
ter [c myſterede Vancien Teſtament. Et 
que le Roy ayant veu jouer quelque fois lc 
myſtcre de la Paſſion y a deux ans, Gr pour 
le rapport quiluy aefte fait de execution 
du-myſtcre desActes des Apoſtres,6e averty 
GU'il feroit bon voir larepreſentation de[an- 
cien Teſtament, un nomme le Royer seltoir 
retire vers luv, & luy auroit donne a enten- 
dre,que ſous ſon bon plaifir il entreprendroit 
volontiers a faire repreſcnter cet ancien Ic- 
fament par myſtere- a quoy volontiers le 
Roy avoit incline, tellement qu'il avoit per- 
mis audit le Royer faire repreſenter ledit an- 
cien Teſtament par myſtere; & a cette cauſe 
[iy avoir fait expedicr ſes lettres pos a 
ref- 
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dreſſantes au Prevoltde Paris Juge ordinaire, 
Le Royer ayanr lefdites lettres, en demande 
en Chaſteler la verification appellez les gens 
du Roy. De leur conſentemea: ledit Prevoſt 
de Paris ou ſon Licurenant en enterinant lef 
dites lettres,permit auditle Royer quil com- 
mence a faire faire quelques preparatits pour 
Fexecution. Et connoitfant que [uy ſeul ne 
pouvoit ſubvenir aux frais neceſlaires pour 
ja grandeur dePate & magnificence qu'il y 
falloit garder, affocie avec luy quatre ou 
cinq honneſtes Marchans de cette ville. Et 
pour autant que tous eſtojtent 1gnorans des 
| fraisque l'on pourrott faire, prennent avec 
eux un des Maiſtres entrepreneurs des Attes 
des Apoſtres pour Jes inltruire de ce qui 
leur conviendroit faire. Et enx fe peniant 
afeurez au moyen de !a permiſſion du Roy, 
& de la verification faite du confentement 
des Gens du Roy, marchandent aux Mar- 
chands de Draps de ſoye & autres pour les 
fournir des etofes qu'il leur falloit ; &r ont 
avance grande ſormme de deniers, aux uns 
deux mille livres, aux autres fept cens, tel. 
lement qu'il y a obligation ſur eux de plus 
de fept mille livres. Onr fait dreſſer le livre 
de Varfeien Teſtament, icelvuy communique 
au Theologien Picard pour ofter ce qu'il ver- 
roit neftre a dire : Ont choifi gens experts 
| Mx OL 
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£2. ,COERdus, Paur: executer le myere. Et 
{ont quali cou les roolics i21ts, Of Ja par 
tour. pavhcz gue Ion doit Joutr. : Neantino- 
Ins. ic Procurcur General du Roy par une 
Regueſte preſcaree ala Cour ics avout inhube 
de paler outre.  Nit qu ils pe veulent clire 
Gelobeiiians a la Cour ; mais attendu ies Let- 
tes Patentes Gu Roy, la verticationdu contre 
{enicinent des Gens dau Roy, Ja Cour ſous 
correction, colt-lever les detenſes. Joint 
quil n'clt gueſtzon de lud:s peri inent ibus 
Fantum ad orngtium wi bis, wil [Etitiam popurs, 
qui encore ne {croicat prohibez 3 mais de 
I edification du pcupic ca notire toy. 11 eſt 
vray que es Entrepreneurs ne font gens pour 
fair Pedification 3 m31s Gue par 1 "Hiſtoire 
Jokez icra re PIC} ienic 1' Ancien Icliament ; 
Xi pourront es ruces, & nonſeavans mieux 
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pargic quie! pourratteliic faite. Erce cure qu - 
TRIES [CalMuiCs, 1 > des allemblees mauvat- 
ies, git 1s auinotnes des Pay res EB POUr- 

Font Chr. 1CLLOWIICS 3 CIA N | Ell conliderable ; 

car ie $elt Polfit trour'e qu 11 y alt eude ſcan- 

daics, ny SENT 12ces aux, mylteres 
ee la, Paikon& AESULS \ APOREcS. Er quant 
2UX (azumoſnes cilcs ſc: reiroiduient tous les 
J0iLS. POUr, autre caule que cliacun ne ſcair 
"245. A cetera =p {uppltc ia Cour, yeu la per- 
million 
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miſſion duRoy,la verification d&icelle; & con. 
fidere les preparatits que les Entrepreneurs: 
oat taits, & que res noneſt amplius integra, i| 
plaiic a la Cour lever leſdites detenſes,autrc- 
ment perdrotent les pauvres gens beaucoup. 
Et ncanmoins offre du gain qu 'ils pourront 
faire que la Cour en orclonne telic lomme 
qu clle verra pour les pauvres, 

Le Maiilre dit quil n'y a point permil- 
ſion. du Prevoſt de Paris ; ains au contraire 
Icdit Prevoſt a ordonne qu'aucuns ſeroient 
appellez, pour ouyr apres ordonner ce Que 
de raiſon. 

AditRyantques'y ct: aleula Requeſte 
preſentce audit Prevolt, repondue, 6 fignce 
De Melme. 

A dit le Maiſtre qu'il y avoit objection : 
Car premicrement $'cſtoient addreſiez au 
Licutenant Cruminel qui les avoit retuſez. 
Et pour ce requiert les detenſes tenir juſques 
a ce que lc Procurcur General aura adverty 
le Roy; & que ſur ce 411 aura entendu fon 
intention, 6& vouloir. 

Iaterpelle Ryant s 11 vouloit riendire pour 
Ics Maiſtres des A&tcs des Apoſtres, a dut 
quily cn a un, ob deux preſens, qui luy 
tont dire Guils font preſts de rendre compte. 

Ta Cour dit quien ayant egard a la re- 
quelie faite par ledic Frocureur General du 
Ny Rov, 


id 


( 182 ) 

Roy, ele a ordonne, & ordonne que les 
Anciens Maiſtres bailleronr la ſomme de 
850. liv. pariſ1s par proviſion, pour em: 
ployer a Il aliment & nourriture des pau- 
vres de cette Ville de Paris : & femblable- 
ment mettronr pardevers ladite Cour leur 
eſtat, E& compte ; pour iceluy veu leur eſtre 
pourveu ainſi qu'tl appartiendra par raiſon: 
& a ce taire 11s ſcronr contraints par priſe 
de corps, un ſeul pour Ile tour. Er quant 3 
la ſeconderequeſte dudit Procureaur General, 
rendant a ce que defenſes fuſfent faites aux 
nouveaux Maiftres Entrepreneurs durmyſtere 
de P Ancien Teſtament, ladite Cour a fait 
& fait inhibittons & defenſes auſdits nouve- 
aux Maiftres de proceder 2 Fexecurion de 
leur entrepriſe, juſqu' a ce qu'elle att ſceu 
firr ce le bon plaiſir & voulotr du Roy, pour 
iceluy ony, Icur faire telle permiſſion, qu'il 
phira audit Seigneur ordonner. 

Apres lequel prononce a requis Ryant 
delay eftre donne aufdirs Maiſtres Anciens 
pour batter Fadite fomme de hut cens livers 
cirils ravoient prefenten pecuntam. 

A dit Brulart Procureur General qu 1! 
leu raccordequinzaine.] aditeCour a ordonne 
que tefdits Aneiens Muſtres payeront la mo- 
itte de ladire forame dedans quinzaine, & 
Yautre moitie 1a quinzaine enfuivanr. 
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A Catalogue of Books, Printed for Richard 
Baldwin. 


Tate Trafts ; being a farther Colle &ion of feveral Choice 
Treatiſes reſting to the Governmen, [from che year 
1550t0 1689. Now publiſhed ma Body, to fhew the Nece!: 
fity and clear the Legaliry ofthe lace Revotarion, and our pre- 
ſent happy Serrlement, under the auſpicious Reign of Their 
Majefties King William and Queen Mary. 

A Bricf Ditquitition of the Law of N tare, according to the 
Principles and Method lid down in the Reverend Dr. Cor:- 
betlarids ( now Lord Biſhop of Peterborough ) Larm Treatile on 
thar Subjet. As alſo his confuration of Mr. Hob's's Principles 
put into another method, with the Right Reverend Authors 
approbation, 

Bibliotheca Politica: Or, a Difcourſe by way of Dialogue, 
whether the Commons of England repreſented by Knights, Citi- 
3235 and Burgiſſes in Parliament, weere one of rhe Three Eſtates 
itt Parliament before the 49th of Hoy 11. or 18th of Eaw, 1. 
ColleRed out of the moſt approved Auttors, both Ancient 
and Modern. Dialogue the $1xth. 

Mercurius Riformatus : Or the New Obſervator. Contain 
ing RefleRions upon che moſt Remarkable Evenrs falling our 
from time to time in Europe, and more parncalarly in England, 
The Fifth Volume, Printed for Rich. Baldwin; where are alſo 
to be had the Firſt, Second, Third, and Fourth Volumes, with 
the Appendix to then. 

The Speech of the Right honourable Thomas Earl of Stam- 
ford, Lord Gray of Grooby, &c. at the General Quarter-Sefſhions 
held for the County of Leiceſter, at Michaelmas, 1691. His 
Lordſhip being made Cuftos Rotulorum for the faid County, by 
the late Lord Commiſſioners of the Great Sea]. 

Truth$'rought to Light; or the Hiſtory of the firft 14 years 
of King James I. In Four Parts: I. The happy ffate of England 
ar his Majeſty's Entrance; the corruption of it afterwards. 


With the Riſe of Particular Favourites, and the Diviſions be. 
tween 


eween this and other States abroad. II, The Divorce betwixt 
the Lady #rancis Howard, and Rovere Earl of E£{{cx, before the 
King's Delegates, authorized under che King's Broad- Seal: As 
alſo che Arratgament of Sir Fer. Ellis, Licutcnatit of the Tiw- 
e&, &c. ahour the murther of Sir Tho, Overbury, with all Pro- 
ceedirigs thereupon, and the Kjng's gracious Pardon abd Fa- 
vour to the Countefs. IIT. A Declaration of his Majeſty's Re- 
venue fince he came tothe Crown of England; with the An- 
vual Ifiucs, Gifts, Penſions. and extraordicary Ditburſements. 
IV. The Commiſſions and Warrants for the burning of rwo 
Hereticks, newly revived, with two Pardons, one tor Thtoplilts 
Higgons, the other for Sir Euſtace Hart, 

A Poem, occaſioned by the late Diſcontents and Diſtur- 
bances 1n the State, With Retlc&ions upon the Riſe and Pro- 
greſs of Prieft-Craft, Written by N...T att. 

The Folly of Prieft-Craft, a Comedy. 

The Memoirs cf Monſieur Dezgeart 3 containing the moſt ſe- 
crer TranſaMons and affairs, from the Death of Hemy IV. 
til] che beginning of the Miniſtry of theCardinal 4: Rich4lizu.To 
which 1s added, a particu'ar Rel:tionof the Arch-biſhop of 
Embrun's Voyage 1-t9 England, and'of his Negotiation for the 
Advancement c£.. the Rotnan Cacholick Religion here ; toge- 
ther v3ch the Duke of Buckinghain's Lerters to the ſaid Arch- 
Biſhop, about the prpgrels of char Aﬀair; which happen'd the 
tat Years of, King James I. his Reign.” ,Faithfully rranſlated 
out of the French Original. EO | | 

© The Cabinet Open'd; or, th Secret Hiftory of che Amours 
of Madam d:Mairt:non with the French King, Tranfliced” 
from the French Copy. oO 

Emope's Chains broke;or a ſure and ſpecdy Projeft toRefcuc 
Her from rhe preſcnt Uſurpatiens of :h@ Tyrant of France, 

A Trae Relation of the Cruelties and Barbarirics of the ; 
French, vpon the Engliſh Priſoners of War, Beirlg a Journal 
of their Travels from Dinan 1n Brittany,. to Thoulon wn Provence ; 
and back again, With. a Deſcription of che Scituarion, and 
Fortfications of all the Eminent Towns upon the Road, and 
their Diſtance, Of their Priſons and Hoſpitals, and the num- 
ber of Men thatdied ander their Cruelty : With the Names 
of many of chem, and the places of their Dexths and Burials : 
With an Account of the great Charity and ſufterings of che 
poor Proteſtants of France; And other material Things thar 
tappeacd upon rhe Way. 
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